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Viewbank College

Issue 9 - 11 Jun 2021
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.

In this issue

Important Dates Sport News

From the Principal Class Technology News

Music News General College Information
Production News Community News

Food Technology News
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.15am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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Monday 14th June - Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 15th June - Student Free Day (Correction Day)

Tuesday 15th June
Student free day (Correction Day)

Friends of Performing and Visual Arts (FOPAVA) Meeting 7pm - online

Friday 18th June

Year 9 Level Assembly - Subject Assembly (p1)

Monday 21st June

Year 9 into 10 Pathway Conversations

Tuesday 22nd June
Out of Uniform Day - wear your pyjamas

Year 9 into 10 Pathway Conversations

Wednesday 23rd June
Year 9 into 10 Pathway Conversations

Year 8 Tech School Taster Day - Group 1

Thursday 24th June
Year 9 into 10 Pathway Conversations

Year 8 Tech School Taster Day - Group 2

Friday 25th June

Year 9 into 10 Pathway Conversations
Year 8 Tech School Taster Day - Group 3
End of Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal
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2021 Term Dates
Term 1: Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December

From the Principal Class

Monday 14th June - Queens Birthday Public Holiday

Tuesday 15th June - Student Free Day (Correction Day)

Dear Viewbank Community,
It is great to have students back onsite today.
PLEASE- remind students to bring and wear masks according to Government guidelines.

We have been supplying masks and asking students to wear them appropriately, but we

need everyone’s support.
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Until this recent lockdown, the College had been back and in full swing. Students have
really engaged in the full range of extra-curricular activities including:

e Many successes at round robin sports across all Year levels; division athletics;
State swimming and State softball (our intermediate girls narrowly missing the
final)

e Production rehearsals have continued

e Music workshops have been conducted in preparation for the Winter Nights
Concert and the Winter Brunch. These events have been postponed until later in
the year

e Year 7 & 8 camps run consecutively. Huge thanks to the teachers, some of whom
attended consecutive camps, to ensure the program went ahead.

¢ Vocational Education Options meeting -huge thanks to Sandra Vaina, our
pathways coordinator, who managed to flip this to an on-line format at the last
minute.

e Some Presentation Ball dance lessons and suit fittings

Work Experience, Exams and GAT

We have continued with our scheduled Year 10 & 11 exams. With fewer students onsite,
we have been able to distance students, although the Department has not set density
limits on students.

Unfortunately, with all the uncertainty, we will not be able to go ahead with Work

Experience in the last week of term. We are looking for dates to reschedule.

VCE Students

This is the time to really put heads down and consolidate your efforts. Many students have
struggled with motivation and routine. There is still plenty of time to pick up effort and
seek support with your learning through study groups, homework club and mentor

support.

Remote Learning

Students and staff were been able to flip into remote learning with relative ease. Staff have
been well supported, with our Learning Specialist for Innovation, Genelle Lentini,
running workshops to enable best practice use of Teams.

We have been acutely aware of monitoring both student and staff wellbeing during
remote learning and since we have been back onsite. Please seek support through our
House Leaders or Wellbeing if needed.

We have had some issues with social media use in the junior years and have Libby West,
our Youth Resource Officer from Heidelberg Police coming to run some sessions with or

Year 7 students on Cyberbullying and other online behaviours.
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We have also continued to provide workshops for our Senior students to address Consent

issues and these will continue through term 3 & 4.
Recognition of service:

Thank you to Kris Tsorlinis-

Kris has given 36 years of service to public education, starting as a teachers assistant at
Watsonia Tech before attaining a teaching position at Greensborough College in 1991.
After 14 years at Greensborough, Kris arrived at Viewbank College and has remained
until now.

Kris has worked predominantly as a member of our Humanities domain and particularly
enjoyed teaching in the junior years.

She has spent semester 1 on long service leave, considering her teaching future and came

to the decision that retirement suits her very well!

Thanks you to Ruth Perkins

Ruth started as a graduate teacher in 2010 here at Viewbank.

She had previously had a corporate career, with roles in project management. Ruth
retrained as a food tech teacher, but followed an interest moving into careers and
pathways provision.

This has become a huge area of interest and passion for Ruth. She reimagined and re-
energised this area of the College as a Leading Teacher, proving an invaluable member of
the leadership team.

Ruth is now pursuing this passion and has taken a position with VCAA to develop and
support schools with the introduction of the new VCE/VCAL/VET single senior
certificate.

We will miss her, but we know that she will add tremendous value to her new team at

VCAA. Thanks to Ruth also, for her contribution to College Council

Thanks also to Sally Ho

Sally has been a very important member of the mathematics and science team, teaching
physics and junior mathematics. Sally has been with the college for 7 years and in that
time has been a mathematics domain leader and a numeracy specialist. We wish Sally our

very best in her new role at Our Ladies of Mercy in Heidelberg.

All the best for the future Kris, Ruth and Sally.

Viewbank Market Day - Expression of Interest!
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The Senior student leaders have been working on organising a Market Day for Saturday

August 7th.

We are hoping to collaborate with small businesses to hold stalls at the day, so we can
celebrate our wonderful community. We are looking for Food Trucks, Market Stalls and
even people willing to participate in car boot sales. We are also running a raffle, and are

looking for any donations to contribute to the prize pool.

If you would like to take part in the college Market Day, shoot an email to

partnerships@viewbank.vic.edu.au

Proceeds from the registration fees and the raftle will be put towards the college SRC,
and donated to Minus18.
To find out more about Minus18 and their incredible work:

https://www.minus18.org.au/about

Viewbank Market will be proudly supporting Minus 18:

Ms Lentini on behalf of our Student Leaders

A bit of fun in Remote Learning

These pictures are a bit random but last week Ms Chong brought back her Lockdown
2020 trend of dressing up as some key literary characters for her Literature class.

As a Kahoot prize, Ms Chongs class get to choose her character for the next lesson.
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Screen shots of Crazy Hair/Hat day - 7] German class

Ms Fleming

Screen shots of Crazy Hair/Hat day - 7D, 7F and Year 8 students

Ms Curnow

Year 10 Project Runway

Whilst working remotely isn’t ideal for many subjects, Miss Rank’s Year 10 Project
Runway team took it in their stride creating some marketing material for their
collections, instead of sewing up a storm in the classroom. Students were asked to
complete a ‘fake’ Instagram post as well as magazine covers to market their collections
based around the theme “The Elements’. Here’s a taster of what to expect on the final

catwalk, hopefully to be showcased in term 3!
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Principal Class Team

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal
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Music News

Important Dates:
Vietnam Veterans Ceremony Greensborough:

Symphonic Bands and Vocal Soloist — Saturday 14th August 11am

Royal South Street Eisteddfod, Ballarat:

Senior Strings - Saturday 28th August

Intermediate Concert Band - Tuesday 31st August
Symphonic Band -

Junior Choir & Viewbank Voices — Tuesday 24th August

Essentially Ellington:
Ellington Stage Band - Friday 23rd July

VSMF Bands Festival Dates TBA

Mr Krieg and Ms Wellins
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Production News

Chicago - the High School Version

In the second of our peeks into the life and times of America in the 1920’s we look at the
music which features so heavily in the show. It was a time of great change across the
U.S.A, and nowhere more-so that in the America’s ‘second city’. After over 17,000
buildings in the CBD were raised the Great Fire of Chicago in 1871, the city went through
a huge renewal and surge in population growth as people from all around took advantage
of land close to the city being available due to the major construction companies
rebuilding the city centre. Toward the end of over fifty years of urban renewal and
expansion, the city became a hotbed for the latest musical stylings of a number of now
legendary Jazz figures. Edward ‘Kid’ Ory, Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington and
Joseph ‘King’ Oliver were just some of the giants who performed regularly in clubs and
speakeasies across the city, energising the populace with performances of new and
experimental types of jazz. Armstrong himself cut over sixty records in the three year
period from 1925 to 1928, and would become instrumental in developing, expanding and
re-inventing what the entire world knew as jazz.
Taking inspiration from this outpouring of creativity comes our opening number from
CHICAGO, where one of the main characters, Velma Kelly, sings about the availability of
cold gin, hot piano ‘and All. That. Jazz’.
Tickets for CHICAGO the High School Version are now on sale through try booking, the

link is below.

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=738173

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/OJbAbEN/preview/pdf 11/25


https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing?eid=738173

28/11/2025, 11:40 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Ross Pearson

Food Technology News

Food @ Home News....

Our Students have been cooking up a storm at home. Their assigned challenge was to

design and produce a dish that represented them on a plate. Here’s some of the wonderful
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creations.

Welcome to winter. £
Here is a quick treat for those cold rainy days. Enjoy, from the Food Technology

Department.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/OJbAbEN/preview/pdf 13/25



28/11/2025, 11:40 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter
S MINUTE
CHOCOALTE MUG CAKE

INDIVIDUAL

Ingredients:

2 Tbsp self-raising plain flour
2 Tbsp caster sugar

1 Tbsp cocoa powder

V2 Egg

15 Tbsp milk

1 Y2 Tbsp oil

1 ¥4 Tbsp choc chips

V4 tsp vanilla essence

1 large coffee mug

Cream or ice-cream to serve

Method:
1. Add dry ingredients to mug and mix well
2. Add the egg and mix thoroughly
3. Pour in the milk and oil and mix well
4. Add the choc chips and vanilla and mix again
5. Put your mug in the microwave and cook for 2 minutes at 1000 watts (high). The
cake will rise.

6. Allow to cool a little and tip out on plate if you prefer

FUN FOOD FACT:

MORE THAN 7 BILLION CHOCOLATE CHIPS ARE EATEN ANNUALLY

Ms Robertson and Ms McGinty
Food Tech
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Sport News

Term 2 Sport Dates

Date Event
Wednesday 23rd June NMR Cross Country (Bundoora Park)

Intermediate Girls Softball

Congratulations to our Intermediate girls Softball team who recently competed at the

state championships.

After 3 games the girls finished second in their pool, narrowly missing out on competing
for the overall title. Former VBC staff member Julie Ashdown made a special comeback
appearance as coach, as Erin Gogerly could not be there on the day.

A huge congratulations goes out to: Olivia Biviano, Stella Drummond, Aadiya Jwas,

D’Mee Katiforis, Mia Mrmacovski, Saffron Nolan, Holly Ridewood, Ava Tarau, Talia
Walker and Eva Wilson.

Excellent work team! 17
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Junior Girls (Yr 7 & 8) Football

We stood there waiting in suspense for the bus. It took about 2 minutes which was
good because I wanted to get there ASAP. We got on and sat down, chattered for a
little bit and off we went. My friends and I were talking all about how fun it is going to
be playing. Before we got there, we had to drop the table tennis people for their
tournament. We all wished them good luck and went off again. YESSSSSS we were

finally there! We got out of the bus and straight away started getting ready. When the

team was ready, we went to the field to practise for our first game against Eltham High

School. We won against Eltham giving us a big boost of positivity for the next games.

As we were running off Ms Timms and Ms Gogerly gave us all high fives and said we

did so well. Our next game was against Montmorency which sadly ended with a lost

but we were still positive for our next game. Of course, they gave us more high fives
and compliments which made me feel so good. Our third game was against Diamond

Valley, and we won that game which gave us hope to win the final game. After that we
finally got to have our lunch. I was so excited for the last game against St Helena until
Ms Timms came with the news that we were going to go into a lockdown starting at
midnight that night. As soon as these words came out of her mouth my heart sank.

But Ms Timms being the supportive person she is said to keep our heads high, try our
very best and HAVE FUN. I felt so much better and was ready for the game. Sadly,
we lost but it was ok because we tried our hardest. We chanted 321 VEIWBANK and
shook hands with the other team. As we packed our bags to go, I was thinking about
how fun it was to play and how hard we played. Ms Timms and Ms Gogerly gave us
an end of the day speech and off we went home. It was such a good day, and I am

looking forward to playing again next year.

written by Diviya

Won a state title? Even competed in something above and beyond normal club

competitions? WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT! Email your child’s results
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(and photos!) through to either Mr. Gazzola or Mr. Purcell and we will get

them in the newsletter. Achievements should be shared!

Mr Purcell & Mr Gazzola
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Technology News
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You may remember from Issue 7....

Please view the YouTube link below for a video on the outstanding work of Maya, Emma,

Lily, Livi (7E) back in 2019....

https://youtu.be/DIKExemCxVE

In Case You Missed It (Issue 7):

Melbourne Polytechnic - 2019

Over the two days students were able to produce a wide array of prop and costume pieces
which incorporated skills learned through different technologies including Adobe
Mlustrator for laser cutting, Micro:Bit coding, sewing electric circuits and LED sequins,
wearable tech and physical construction techniques.

Students enthusiastically engaged themselves with learning new technology skills and
applying improving their prototypes. Students proved that they were adaptable and
resilient by working with the intermittently work laser cutter, accommodating these
issues through modifying their prototypes. At the conclusion of the program, students
participated in a “marketplace”, talking about their prop or costume piece, the
technology used, future improvements and what key trait their prototype portrayed
about the main character — Shelby. Groups were able to come up with impressive designs
that featured varying combinations of Micro:Bit, Circuit Playground, LEDs and laser
cutting technology. Tech School staff very much look forward to working with Viewbank
staff on the upcoming professional development sessions, and hope that this will provide
teachers with the confidence to immerse themselves in the programs of 2020.

Prototype Highlight
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Student Design Team: Maya, Emma, Lily, Livi (7E)
Innovation/Prototype: Shelby’s great coat

Year Level: Year 7

Design Brief:

As prop or costume designers on steampunk film 'Gears and Cogs' set in the 1890s, your
role is to build a component of main character Shelby Caples’ costume.
Insight: The inventor’s wonder coat!

Minimum Viable Product: The coat that does it all.

Design Summary:

Shelby’s coat has to be tough, just like her, it must withstand the heat when her
experiments go wrong! Having a tough coat helps Shelby, withstand the heat of a society
where it is unacceptable for women such as herself to invent. Like Shelby, her coat has
to be prepared for anything, having a versatile pocket on the back, carts around a
complex toolbox, available for any situation, from a malfunction to an opportune piece
of scrap metal. A much loved reference book is attached to her arm (talk about wearing
your heart on your sleeve!), all set to provide necessary information for a faulty
creation. Several fob-watches hang from the side of her coat, revealing the time in many
different countries- extremely useful when Shelby is travelling. In the end, Shelby’s coat
is always ready to make a cup of tea. The Tea-Maker (patented) heats hot water in its
coils, equipped for a good brew in a moment’s notice- allowing for quiet reflection and

iteration of inventions.

Karin Wunsch

Melbourne Polytechnic
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
support for completing your work in your
subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College
Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and
Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning
support and undertake independent or small
study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/OJbAbEN/preview/pdf

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a
place when you could make a time in advance
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
space to undertake study or an opportunity to
receive support from teachers or peers will
attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr
Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events:

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further
information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19
parents involved in this last year who all highly
rated the experience! Some quotes from
parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
be more supportive and I was able to express
my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
and was able to listen to my child more
effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
shift could make such a positive impact’
‘Situations less prone to escalate and more
positive conversations with my teen which I
really enjoyed’.

‘T will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

Please note: Due to current Covid-19
situation and to manage the number of people
in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an
appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)
These are items, activities or services that
Viewbank College deems essential to student
learning of the standard curriculum. They can
include additional materials for Arts, Science &
Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that
we strongly recommend families contribute to
however it is not compulsory to do so. The
College Magazine, camps, excursions and other
extra-curricular activities are included in this
category. Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

Voluntary Contributions
The College Council seeks your support with
the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,
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and services provided at Viewbank College to
best support student learning. The amounts
allocated to these contributions within
Compass are recommendations by the College
Council to meet the budget requirements for
2019; however you may nominate any amount
against these contributions. This option may be
particularly beneficial when choosing to
support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and
presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;
homework club activities, peer support,
leadership and study skills programs; Compass
communication and learning resource platform;
additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

Community News

Raising Learners
Listen Free on
Castbox

Help your child learn and
thrive at school and at home
with the Raising Learners
podcast. Each episode
features experts sharing
practical advice and ideas for
supporting children’s health,
wellbeing and engagement in
different areas of life and
learning. The podcast is
presented by
raisingchildren.net.au with
support from the Department
of Education and Training

Victoria.
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Check it out!
https://castbox.fm/va/32380
36

Himilo Community
Connect Homework
Club

Himilo works with the
Australian Somali community
to improve education and
outcomes in West
Heidelberg.

Sadly Himilo’s Homework
Club due to start on the 7th of
June has been postponed due
to restrictions, however, if
students are interested they
are urged to fill out the online
form or enrolment form

attached.
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Link:

Homework Club enrolment

form

Hard Copy Form:

The Harmony Centre, Shop
48, The Mall, Heidelberg West
VIC 3081

Ph: 03 9450 2000

Website: www.himilo.org.au

Teachers Aide Course
at PRACE

The Cert III in Education
Support (Teacher's Aide)
course is starting again at

PRACE.

Become a Teacher's Aide -

Enrolments now open-

Certificate I in Education

Support (Begins 16 July 2021)

This qualification will give you
the skills and knowledge to
provide assistance and
support to teachers and

students in a range of

Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter
educational settings. This
includes primary, secondary
& special development
schools & areas of early

childhood education.

Speak to us about real
employment outcomes
achieved by PRACE

graduates.

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or
visit our website:

https://prace.vic.edu.au/

Opportunities for
Banyule young
people and workers -
June edition
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