28/11/2025, 09:51 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Read online: https://newsletters.naavi.com/i/MODNk85

Viewbank College

Issue 9 - 06 Sep 2024
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Monday 9th September Student Free Day - Student Led Conferences - online (Teams)

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish
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College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

September

Friday 6th September
Eyecare services

Yr. 10 Outdoor Ed - Cathedral Ranges - return

Monday 9th September

Student Led Conferences online (Teams) 11am to 2pm and 4.15pm to 7.45pm - Student
free day

Senior girls netball (state)

2024 Royal South Street Ellington Band

Tuesday 10th September
Eyecare services
HPE Week

Parent information evening (webex) Central Camp

Thursday 12th September

Eyecare services
Year 7 Round Robin
Battle of the Bands

Friday 13th September
Year 9 Morrisby Testing

Monday 16th September
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Edunet Information Night 7pm
Year 9C, 9F & 9H Holocaust Excursion
Japanese Study Tour

VCE Enviro studies- Paddle river session

Tuesday 17th September

Jazz Night — Brunswick Ballroom

Japanese Study Tour

Wednesday 18th September
Japanese Study Tour
Year 12 Theatre Studies - Mock Performance 5.30pm - 9.30pm

Thursday 19th September

Yr. 9B, 9E, 91, 9] & 9K Holocaust Excursion 8.10am
Yr 9B, 9J,9K Holocaust Excursion 10.15am
Japanese Study Tour

Friday 20th September

Yr. 10 University Discovery Day

Yr. 9A, 9D & 9G Holocaust Excursion

Yr. 12 practice exam (Gym) 9am - 12.15pm
Japanese Study Tour - until 28/09/24

End of Term 3- 2.30pm dismissal
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From the Principal Class

Dear College Community

The term is fast closing! So much has happened and there is still much to do in these last
weeks of term.

e Parent/student/teacher conferences on Monday, September 9th

Bass guitar soiree

Parent group meetings — Friends of STEAM, ASPA

Grade 5 tours

Jazz Night at the Brunswick Ballroom

Year 9 Holocaust excursions

e LEAD Year 9 information evening

e Japanese Study Tour

Parent/Student/Teacher conferences

We will be holding the conferences online on Monday, September 9th. It is an important
part of our communication with families and a way to hear of your student’s learning
growth and academic achievement.

Bookings for appointments are open on Compass now.

NAPLAN and VCE Performance

There has been a lot of media interest in the NAPLAN performance of students across

Australia and in Victoria. Much of the narrative has been negative, despite Victoria
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leading the way in many measures of NAPLAN.
I have attached an information sheet outlining our very strong data in both NAPLAN and
VCE results.
We continue to focus on growing students from their point of need, so we have initiatives
in place to support students who need additional support, as well as those who need
enhancement.
We also know that students need to feel safe, and be mentally and physically healthy to
learn well, so we continue to focus on student’s wellbeing, relationships and feelings of
connection to the College.
It is a privileged place to start and as a college, we feel a strong sense of responsibility to
continue to grow our students. We thank families for the support and guidance of your
students. Please use the upcoming Conferences to hear students demonstrate self-efficacy

in discussing how and where they can continue to grow.

Facilities

We have been busy with minor upgrades and refurbishments.

Administration block painting, toilets, entrance all looking fresh. Progress being made on
reinstating a conference room and moving our middle school team have moved to their
new location.

Toilet and locker bays painted and upgraded (J block), with G Block to be completed

next holidays.

Current projects:

e Carpet in the administration building

e More painting in locker bays

¢ Blinds in VCE building and G block science

e New front fences

e Upgrading to electrical switch boards (deal with power outages)

e Company hired to manage pigeon problem
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e Updating signage around the College

Save the Date
Music Showcase and Music Gala will be held on Monday 21st October, 2024.
Showcase will begin at 6pm and Gala will begin at 8pm.

Bookings for this event will be available shortly.

School Saving Bonus

In Term 4, 2024, families with a child enrolled in a government school from Prep to Year

12 in 2025 will receive the one-off $400 School Saving Bonus.

The $400 School Saving Bonus provides families with support for education-related costs,

such as school activities and/or school uniforms and textbooks.

The School Saving Bonus is not available for full-fee international students, home

schooled students, TAFE students and students attending kindergarten in 2025.

Actions for parents and carers
Before 18 October 2024, the Department of Education is asking parents and carers to:
e Complete enrolment: If your child, or children are changing government school
for Term 1 2025, or starting Prep or Year 7 in 2025. For more information, read

about Enrolling in School. If you are a current parent/carer at Viewbank College

and have another child transitioning to Year 7 in 2025, please be advised that they
will automatically be added to your Compass profile prior to the 18th October,
2024.
¢ Check your contact information: Ensure your email address and phone number

is up to date by logging into Compass through the web browser (not the app on
your phone) Home | Compass.

o Go to Tools - Update My Details.

o Make changes as necessary.

o Click Update Details at the bottom of the screen.
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We need to ensure your contact information is up to date as the Department of Education
will email you twice:
¢ in October, to verify your email address
¢ in November, with your $400 School Saving Bonus and access to an online
system.

Please check your junk mail regularly to make sure you do not miss an important email.

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, download School Saving Bonus

Information sheet for government school parents and carers or visit vic.gov.au/school-

saving-bonus.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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From The Wellbeing Team

Recognising and addressing mental health struggles among young people is critical for
their overall wellbeing and academic success. Headspace have summarised the signs and
symptoms below that may indicate that your young person is struggling with their mental

health, and provides tips on how you can provide support.

Upcoming Events - RU OK? Day

Next Thursday 12tk September is R U OK? Day, a national day of action dedicated to
reminding everyone that every day is the day to ask, 'are you OK?' and support those
struggling with life's ups and downs.

Our student leaders have organised a poster competition, created a video, and will be
handing out yellow ribbon for students to wear to raise awareness and encourage others
to start a meaningful conversation and check in with friends.

We encourage all members of our community to reach out to family, friends, colleagues,
and teammates not just next week, but every day.

https://vimeo.com/976180726
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Online Resources -

FREE Online Parent Webinar - Navigating School Refusal in Teens

Delivered by Jesuits Social Services you will learn what factors can contribute to school
disengagement as well as practical skills to support your young person. This FREE
session is recommended for parents, carers and families of young people and will be
hosted online via zoom. The session will be recorded and available for 2 weeks after

delivery for viewing, please register to be sent links.

Tuesday 10 September
7pm ONLINE via zoom
FREE

Bookings are essential https://www.trybooking.com/CUXTR

Contact Jess Sayers Jessica.sayers@banyule.vic.gov.au 94579983
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Textiles And Design

Year 11 PDT - Textiles UNIT 1: Design Practices (Collaborative Design Task - Design

Collection of Bodices)

Year 9 Fashion Design Fashion Illustrations Student Examples
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Year 9 Fashion Design Tye-dying T-Shirts Student Examples

Year 9 Fashion Design - The Japanese Art of Shibori Textiles

Year 10 Project Runway - Layered Appliqué

Year 10 Project Runway - Wet Felting
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Year 10 Project Runway - Gathering Samples

Year 10 Project Runway - Upcycled Products

Year 10 Project Runway - Fashion Illustration

Year 10 Project Runway - Year 10 Excursion on 9th of May at Banyule Nillumbik Tech
School

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/MODnNk85/preview/pdf 13/35



28/11/2025, 09:51 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Students went to Banyule Nillumbik Tech School to learn about a process to do Screen

Printing on T-Shirts. They also explored Interactive Textiles and Conductive Fibres.

Year 7G Art & Design - Students exploring Textile Design (Wearable Art). Students
learnt about how to do repetitive printing techniques by following the printing process

with Ink. They also gained skills in Hand Embroidery Stitching.

Natalie Conti
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Art And Design

Our year 7 classes are making great progress in learning sewing, embroidery, cardboard
construction and fabric printing skills. These skills are then applied to different thematic
projects that build in complexity across the semester.

Some of the current progress projects are making felt softies, identity/scout badges, anti
surveillance devices, devices that improve the life of a pet or animal, creating our own
fabric from relief printing and designing and making cardboard prototypes of watches.

We hope you enjoy the photos of these diverse projects!

Eleanna Elliott
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Parliamentary Convention

2024 Parliamentary Convention

Following a number of breakfast and lunchtime meetings, 5 intrepid junior
Parliamentarians battled it out for 2 days on Zoom debating the topic: Should
technological advancements, such as Al, be incorporated into the classroom? There were Al
experts, Kahoots, soapbox sessions and breakout rooms with 11 other government and
non-government school students but all came together in the end with collaboration and

teamwork.

Congratulations to our 5 Viewbank College students:

Tiglath Chibo (also a spokesperson for one of the breakout rooms-brave)
Dhihana Dias

Jade Iddon

Ved Nimbalkar

Paige Tu
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Here are some of their highlights:

"I enjoyed collaborating with many different schools and improving my skills (Paige)
I enjoyed hearing the various perspectives of others and improve my public speaking
skills". (Ved)

"I really enjoyed getting to head off into the breakout rooms to have more personal
discussions and listen to what other students thought while also getting to share my

opinion in a safe and comfortable setting". (Jade)

"One of the things that I thoroughly enjoyed about this program was the guest speaker of
Chris Bush from Uni High. His insight on incorporating artificial intelligence in the

classroom was extremely insightful and inspiring". (Tig)
Now let’s get ready for 2025 Parliament!

Ms Stav Mouzakis

Mr Jonathan Raseta
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Answer in the team form attached below:

https://forms.office.com/r/nepnx1Y6q9

Ritika Mahajan

Book Week

Book Week has come and gone at Viewbank College, and it was a fun filled week where
students and staff alike embraced the theme Reading is Magic.

Our first activity of the week was bookmark making, where students unleashed their
creativity to design their own individualised bookmarks.

Next, students participated in a badge making workshop that was run by Banyule
Council. Students crafted personalized badges that reflected their favourite books.
Book Week festivities then continued with a trivia competition where students and
teachers came together to test their knowledge of books, authors and all things literary.
During the blackout poetry workshop students took old pages from books and used the

power of creativity to transform them into beautiful new poems by blacking out words
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and leaving behind an entirely new piece of literature. These were then displayed
throughout the library for others to enjoy.

Throughout the week teachers and students donated books to the Book Stall and these
books were swapped for gold coin donations to the Indigenous Literacy Foundation. The
College raised $473.00 in total for this worthy cause.

The week culminated in a dress-up parade where students and staff dressed as their
favourite literary characters. The parade was a colourful display of costumes, from classic
literary figures to modern day characters. It was a wonderful end to a week that truly
brought the magic of reading to life.

Thank you to our Viewbank school community for coming together to show that reading

truly is magic!

Head of English and Literacy
Fiona Ellis

Monday - Diamond dotz bookmark making

Tuesday - Banyule Council will be running a badge-making activity

Wednesday - Book Trivia
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Thursday - Blackout Poetry

Friday - Book Character Parade

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/MODnNk85/preview/pdf 20/35



28/11/2025, 09:51 Issue 9 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Numeracy Challenge

Numeracy Challenge update:

Numeracy Update:

Many thanks to the overwhelming response to the Challenge 5. I was very impressed with
how the thinking and logical explanations were presented. I am publishing the correct
solutions here.

1: 39 and 35

2: 28 days

3:

I would encourage you to engage with the 6th Challenge and continue to demonstrate
your thinking through explaining your thinking. I look forward to your answers. Please
also make sure to add your name to the challenge so it can be published in the next

newsletter.

Here is the form:https://forms.office.com/r/GAdhjYQTTK
Many thanks

Have a lovely weekend.
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Ritika Mahajan

Numeracy Improvement Leader
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Answer in the team form attached below:

https://forms.office.com/r/nepnx1Y6q9

Ritika Mahajan

VCE Vocational Major Donation
Drive

Please Help Us Make A Difference.

Help us make a difference in our community by contributing to our Pinchapoo donation
drive! We're collecting essential items to create care packages for Victorians in need, and
we need YOUR support to make it a success. Pinchapoo is a charity that donates hygiene
products to people in need, to help them feel confident. Please consider donating roll-on
deodorants, toothpaste, toothbrushes, face washers, soap, face washers, baby wipes, 2-in-
1 shampoo. Your generous contributions will bring comfort and joy to individuals and
families facing challenging times. Drop off your donations in the collection bins located in
the school office by during the first four weeks of Term 4. Together, we can spread
kindness and make a positive impact. Thank you for your support!

Here is a link for other things you can donate to Pinchapoo:

https://www.pinchapoo.org.au/?home-page-stories=what-to-donate

-VM students
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Sports News

Year 7 Boys Netball.

On Monday 12th August the year 7 boys headed to NETS in McLeod to play in the
regional finals. The boys had a great day playing against some very tall opposition. They

lost 2 games and won the last to finish on a high. A big thanks to their coaches Leni and

Ivy.

Intermediate Boys Futsal

On Tuesday 13th August the intermediate boys headed out to NETS in McLeod to play

Futsal. The boys had a great day coming home with a 3rd. Well done to all involved.
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Junior Hockey

First hockey match for interschool sport for S years. This group of 9 year 7-10 players beat
St Helena 4-3. Three players had never played before and were well led by Josh Cain and
Liam MacMillan. Cruz scored 2 goals and Josh C 2z Miles P, Max and Benny played very

well. Next round is in October for regionals.

Year 8 Girls Futsal

Our year 8 girls headed to NETS in McLeod on Wednesday 21st August to play in the
interschool round of Futsal. They played against Charles La Trobe, McLeod and
Montmorency.

The girls had a great day out winning all 3 games. Well done to all involved.
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Year 8 Girls Basketball

On Wednesday 21st August the Year 8 girls basketball headed off to Coburg to play in the
Banyule division. The girls lost the first game to Greensborough on the buzzer but had a
great win against Macleod to finish the day. Massive thanks to Emme B and Madi M in

Year 10 for coaching.

Year 8 Boys Futsal

Year 8 boys headed to NETS in McLeod n Wednesday 21st August for a round of the

Futsal. The boys had 2 wins and 2 losses for the day. Awesome job to all involved.

Year 7 Girls Netball

Yr 7 Girls netball Northern Metro Regional Finals. A great day of netty with everyone

playing their hardest. Great competitive games with narrow losses. Not once did our girls
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give up! Super proud of the great bunch of girls on & off the court that made up our team.
Also a big thanks to yr 10 students Lenni Ries & Ivy Hines for being assistant coaches

throughout the year too -Rae (team coach)
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
Students - how would you like to have the ) .
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain ) '
particular subject.
support for completing your work in your o o o
] As this is a new initiative for the College it is
subjects? )
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the .
_ space to undertake study or an opportunity to
College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to
receive support from teachers or peers will
the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
) attend - you will be made most welcome.
to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.
The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Bob Stewart
Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - Spm
and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on
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them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?
The College has a Master Plan for building
works with the focus on creating more usable
spaces for our students. Your generous
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the
past Building Fund donations have supported
various improvements throughout the school
such as the installation of heating/cooling,
external painting and upgrades to learning
spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-
built space to study, gather and collaborate in
their final year at the College.

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
you would like to take the opportunity to make
a taxable deduction donation to our Building
Fund, please click the Donate Now button
below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!
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Community News

S
S
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opportunity. To register,

please click on the following

link:

https://forms.gle/x4RHEbTF

gMNoosny5

Student Eyecare Program -
Register your student for a
free eye examination

We are pleased to announce
that the Student Eyecare
Program will be running at
Viewbank College from Week
7 commencing on the 26th
August for students in Year 7 -
Year 11. An optometrist will
be onsite during school hours
to provide students with a
free comprehensive eye
examination that is covered
through Medicare Australia.
1in 6 students have eye
conditions that go
undetected. This is due to the
high level of visual demand on
their eyes from books,
laptops, tablets and
smartphones. Every student
will receive a full report about
their eye health and a
prescription will be provided
if glasses are required. The
prescription can be taken to
any optical store to get the
glasses made. Don’t miss out

on this wonderful
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ATHLETICS

The Diamond Valley Athletic
Club offers a season of
competition with Athletics
Victoria that includes a club-

based program, the AV Shield
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League, that runs from
October to March as well as a
range of Specialist and
Championship events that are
offered to all age groups.
Training and competition are
open to women and men from
Under 14’s through to open
age and Masters.

DVAC’s home venue,
Willinda Park,
Greensborough, is the base
for training sessions that are
held throughout the week.
Athletes will find qualified
coaches on hand to assist with
their preparation.
A Trials & Registration Day
will be held on Saturday 21st
September 2024 at Willinda
Park, Greensborough, starting
at 1:00pm.
For further information,
check out the club website

www.valleyaths.org or contact

DVAC Registrar Lyn Davis on
0409 005 406.
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Financial support tor Families

Government funded financial support for families Saver Plus
Camps are an amazing opportunity for your students. But they can be stressful for some

parents to afford.

Saver Plus encourages parents to save $50 a month (for 10 months). Savings are then
matched - a free $500 for education costs, making $1,000 potentially available for the

school camp.

Families that start saving in August, will have their savings ready to pay their school

camp fees in June 2025.

If there are families that don’t have students attending camp they may also still apply for

the program and allocate the funds to other education costs.

Saver Plus will chat with your families about eligibility:

e Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
¢ Payment from Centrelink and
¢ Earning an income (employment, carer’s payment, or child support).
If families would like to check their eligibility and receive a call back please click on the

below enquiry link - https://www.bsl.org.au/services/saving-and-managing-

money/saver-plus/ or call the national number 1300 610 355 and a local coordinator will

contact you directly.
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Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your

household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.
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The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

*If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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