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Viewbank College

Issue 8 - 05 Jun 2020
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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From the Principal Class

Return to school

Our VCE students have returned to the College during the past fortnight. As a staff, we
have been incredibly pleased to have them back in physical classrooms. The process has
been very smooth, with students very mindful of the required hygiene practices and
respectful of maintaining social distancing with staff. Attendance across both year levels
has been very high.

We have clear guidelines for the return of our Year 7-10 students and will continue to be
mindful of easing students back into classroom spaces after 11 weeks away from the
College. Libby Whiting, our Wellbeing Leader, has created a Wellbeing space online for
students with lots of information, activities and links for students to engage in

mindfulness and self-care.
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I want to congratulate our Level Leaders, who have done an amazing job, contacting
students and families to check in and provide support. The have also initiated a range of
fun challenges and events to keep our students connected during this time of remote

learning.

As a whole staff, we will spend some time in the next few weeks reflecting on the
challenges of moving into a crisis response, being resourceful and adapting to the
challenges and then identifying the opportunities and lessons learned from remote
learning. Staff have demonstrated great resilience and adaptability throughout this past

12 weeks.

Thank you to all parents and carers. You have been incredibly supportive of student
learning and positive of the College and of teacher efforts. Teaching is incredibly
complex work and I believe the transparency of remote learning has given parents insight
into that complexity. Thank you to the College Community for your part in ensuring this

whole process has enabled continuity of learning for our students.

Please note that students in Years 7-9 will be dismissed at 3.05pm each day.

Breaking News!!

Massive congratulations to the Viewbank College students and staff involved in the Young
Person’s for the Planet Team (YPPP). This amazing and committed group have won the
Secondary Student Action Team of the Year Award in the Resource Smart School Awards

(run by Sustainability Victoria).

The Viewbank College’s Young Persons Plan for the Planet (YPPP) Team is made up of
passionate students from all year levels, who are dedicated to taking action on a local,
national and international scale to fulfil the United Nation’s Sustainable Development
Goal’s. The team meets every week to create plans and actions that benefit our school,

community and ultimately, the planet.

The students have been incredibly active, making beeswax wraps to sell to the community
and reduce use of plastic. They developed and conducted workshops on Real
lives https://reallivesworld.com/ at the International Young Persons Plan for the Planet

(YPPP) Singapore Conference. They are currently working on creating a vertical wall
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garden project at our school. This project will contribute to a multi-use community space
to highlight the importance of sustainable practice.
Special thanks need to go to Rose Howard and Molly Brown (Sustainability Captain
2019).

It was Rose’s idea, which was supported by Molly and the entire YPPP team. The staff
who supported the YPPP team throughout should also be acknowledged - John Patterson
for his huge efforts in organising the bees wax. Caitlin Vine and Chloe Timms for
supporting the students in their trip to Singapore to present their work. Finally, the
tireless work of Veena Nair and Finn Mulhall to advance STEAM at Viewbank College
and make us a lead school in this area.

BRAVO!

You can watch the broadcast of the ResourceSmart Schools Awards here

School Programs

An update of advice regarding a number of College events.

As you may be aware, the VCE exams starting date has been pushed back and will start on
Monday, November 2nd through until Friday November 20th.
The General Achievement Test (GAT) will be held on September 9.

e We have secured another date for the Valedictory Dinner in December, but will
confirm this day soon. This event will go ahead, pending loosening of restrictions.

¢ The Production rehearsals continue, and we are currently negotiating the event
format with the production team, with the possibility of dates for performances

early in term four.
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e We are waiting for announcements regarding school sport, with the possibility of
some sports being able to recommence in term 3.
e We continue to look for music performances to occur throughout semester 2 in

different formats- subject to easing of restrictions.

Student Reports

We have adjusted the semester reports to reflect the changes to programs during remote
learning.
There is a stronger emphasis on the development of learning dispositions and in some

subjects, a reduced curriculum program.

VCE subjects for Units 1 & 3 may have SACs held over until early term 3, so not all SACs

may be reported on at this time.

We will hold parent/student/teacher conferences during August.
At this conferences you will be able to get greater feedback on student learning progress.

At this stage we are considering what format these will take.

Year 7-10 - return to on-site learning

Dear Parents/Guardians and Year 7-10 Students

As you know, all students in Year 7-10 will return to school on Tuesday 9th June.

We are all looking forward to the return of students in what will be an exciting and
welcome return to onsite learning. I am sure many students are excited at the prospect of
catching up with friends but may be nervous about the return to on-site learning.

We encourage you to read the points below to have an understanding about arrangements

to make this return as smooth as possible and discuss this with your child:
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Attendance Information

We ask that students do not come to school if they have any symptoms of a cold or
flu or any other illness.

If a student becomes ill at school parents or carers will be contacted immediately
and will be required to attend the school to collect their child.

Unless students have notified the school that they are medically vulnerable, or if

they are unwell, students are expected to attend school as per usual.

Organisation

To minimise congestion in the locker areas, students will be dismissed in a
staggered fashion, utilising an A-K and L-Z system at the conclusion of period 2, 4
and 6. Further details will be provided upon your return.

It is strongly suggested that students seek to avoid using public transport to travel
to and from school where possible. Students are encouraged to walk or ride a bike
to school, and families dropping and picking up students should arrange to do so
away from the College main entrance.

Students are encouraged to download the COVIDSafe app prior to their return to
school, as per the State Government’s instructions.

Students will still be required to keep their phones in their lockers.

If it transpired that a case of COVID-19 was identified amongst the school
community, the capability to trace contacts is important in order to contain the
spread of the virus. During the day, our timetable will enable contact tracing but
the COVIDSafe app will support effective tracing in the travel to and from school.
Adjustments will be made to all practical classes in which equipment is shared
among students. These arrangements will be reviewed as restrictions are eased
across the community.

In the canteen, students are required to follow the updated distancing
requirements as indicated by the floor markers. The canteen is preferring card
payment - no phones. Pre-ordering via an online system should be available soon.
Remember to bring your own water bottles as limited taps will be available for
drinking water. ie chilled water coolers.

Students are permitted to wear PE uniform to school for the whole day (optional)

if they have PE on that day to reduce congestion in the PE change rooms.

Hygiene at school

Whilst social distancing is to be practised by staff members, it is not compulsory
for students to be socially distanced. We do, however, encourage students to keep

their distance from others where possible. Think smart!
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There are a number of additional arrangements we have made in order to support
the health and wellbeing of all staff and students. Additional cleaning has been
arranged and sanitiser and cleaning products will be available. There will be
cleaning products placed in every classroom.
Parents and carers are asked to provide students with sanitiser so that students
may maintain good hygiene practises and be ultimately responsible for their own
wellbeing. Recommended for those with sensitive skin!
Remember the basic practises re coughing, sneezing, hand-washing, etc that we

have become well-versed in over recent weeks.

Do not share food and please protect others by putting all your rubbish in the bin.

Central heating will not be turned on, in order to reduce flow of recycled air

throughout school.

Compass Kiosks

e The Compass kiosk has been relocated to the Library for Year 10 students, to

reduce congestion near the IT office. For Year 7-9 students, the kiosk has been
relocated to the foyer of the Performing Arts Centre. If students are leaving early,
they must see an office staff member for approval to be able to sign out as per
normal procedures.

We are minimising parents and other visitors on-site so please try to contact the

College by phone or email if possible.

We are excited and eager to welcome you back to school. We are confident that learning

has continued to progress for you throughout this time of isolation and though we know

that many students have missed the company of their peers, we also know that you have

made significant efforts to look after each other. You can find out more about student

wellbeing, in the return to school, at our Wellbeing

Hub https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MnmS5CXV73P]5YsoaW5SmrULnx-
YOTwy8

Please contact the College if you require further clarification about arrangements for the

return to on-site learning.

Bring on Tuesday!

Transition Back to School Tips for Students
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We hope you enjoy the below video made by Ms Brown's Theatre Studies students.

COVID-19 Emergency Food Relief

Viewbank Scouts is supporting BANSIC (Banyule Support & Information Centre), who
provide emergency food relief to those in our community who may be struggling.

http://www.bansic.org.au

You can support this initiative by dropping off a bag of groceries to the Viewbank Scout
Hall, Rutherford Road, Viewbank, between 10am — 2pm on Saturday 13 or Sunday 14

June.

Please bring non-perishable items in a shopping bag and make sure items are within the
best-before-date.

We will be following recommended social distancing and hygiene practices.

SUGGESTED ITEMS
Milk (Longlife)
Cereal

Pasta

Pasta Sauce
Coffee

Spreads

Sugar

Biscuits

2 minute Noodles
Cat and Dog Food
Tuna

Tinned Fruit

Rice
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Baked beans/ Spaghetti
Toilet paper
Toothpaste
Soap
Deodorant
Tinned Soup

Instant Meals

Please see the link is below for the event:
https://www.facebook.com/events/256568078950444/?
event_time_id=2565680856171102ti=icl

Sharon Grimes, Principal
John Munro, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Assistant Principal
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Senior Years News

Key Events coming up:

1. VCE 2021 Acceleration Applications
2. Subject Expo and Subject Selections 2021

Please be sure to read upcoming Newsletters and the Compass Newsfeed on information
relating to these two key events. Due to COVID restrictions, we have had to be
innovative in our approach to communicating this information so that you and your
student can make informed decisions about 2021 subject choices. More information to
Sfollow.

Remote learning has provided an incredibly unique learning journey for our senior
students. Students, teachers, and families have been challenged in many different ways
and despite occasional frustrations, the experience has generated a huge insight into our
students’ capacity as learners and our ability to pivot in the delivery of learning remotely.
As we move back into a school-based approach, we are working hard to ensure our staff
and students feel safe and support each other to comply with health and safety
guidelines. Senior School subject teachers will support students with the adjustment
back into school; reflecting and reviewing the learning that has taken place throughout

the term and facilitating a consolidation of concepts and skills.
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The remote learning period, as well as Term 1 classroom-based learning, will be reflected
in the June semester reports. However, due to the modified program, some VCE
Outcomes may not be reported on in this reporting cycle. You will receive an email soon
explaining which subjects have been affected. Consequently, feedback on any missed
Outcomes will be communicated to you once the task has been completed and
moderated.
It is testament to the resilience of those in our community that we have continued to find
avenues to create experiences that engage and enhance. Isolation has inspired creativity
with many online activities providing new and refreshing ways of forging connections.
Now that the whole school will be back from June 9, we can step forward with eagerness

in embracing an adjusted ‘connectivity’ amongst the school community.

Thank you,

Sue Calder
susan.calder@education.vic.gov.au

8458 2821

Year 12 News

From Dean Bettiol, Yr 12 Level Leader

Dear Families,

We have been back on campus for nearly two weeks now and it has been very thrilling to
see students around the school. The students were happy to be back in class and happy to
reconnect with their peers.

Students have shown incredible fortitude during this time and we are very grateful for all
of their efforts. It cannot be underestimated the amount of extra duress this has put onto
an already stressful year. When we challenge our limits we discover what we are capable
of achieving. All of our limits have been tested and we have proven our capabilities.

We hope that the students will continue to reconnect with their teachers and each other
in this time. Students should be asking questions of their teachers to fill in any gaps in
knowledge that may have formed during remote learning.

As always, we are keen to provide the support that the students need. If your student

needs extra assistance, please contact us.

Dean Bettiol
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Dean.bettiol@education.vic.gov.au
8458 2816

Middle Years News

Bring your pets to school day

The Middle Years Team came up with some ideas to encourage more students to share
their screens during video conferences in class and to have some fun!
Last week was "Bring your pets to school day".

Thanks to those who took part.

Year 9 - Iso Stories Competition
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During remote learning the Year 9 Team launched an Iso Stories Competition.
The competition allowed students to share new skills learnt whilst learning at home.

Thank you and well done to all the entries.
Weekly winners were:

Jaxon McIntyre 9B

Max Michailaros 9E

Belle Shi 9E

Connor Orders 9C

Please view the videos below for the winning entries:

Jaxon Mclntyre

Max Michailaros

Belle Shi

Connor Orders

Thank you to the whole Year 9 cohort for all your hard work and efforts during the remote
learning period and we can’t wait to see you all back at school onsite next Tuesday 9th
June.

Best regards

Ms Cottone, Mr Leardi, Ms Ben, Ms Fleming and Ms Butler
The Year 9 Team
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Year 9 Textiles News

Year 9 Textiles Remote Learning

For the duration of remote learning, the Year 9s have been developing their
understanding of sustainable textiles and focusing on ways they can reduce their clothing
waste at home. As practical tasks are a major component of the Textiles subject at Year 9
level, students worked on recycling old pairs of jeans into reusable tote bags, and pairs of

socks into monkey toys. Lots of fun was had throughout the task.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6NAW4ZM/preview/pdf 14/29



28/11/2025, 12:24 Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Ms Rank

Textiles

STEAM News

Young People’s Plan for the Planet Leader Emma Parfitt who is also a leader in the SVN
network has shared this fantastic resource with the college community.
This initiative by students shows incredible leadership and passion. They are also looking

for new members and new writers

The SVN Green Magazine has been released! Read it now!

We at the Student Voice Network are delighted to share the first edition of the Green
Magazine with you! This unique magazine features brilliant pieces by students (plus some
amazing teachers) in isolation. This magazine, although created remotely online, is a way
for students to come together for a topic they are all passionate about. It’s been a blast to
make (for the Green Magazine Team as well as heaps of contributors), and it will be a
blast to read! This magazine is especially unique because it has been created 100% by
students...100% for everybody!

To read it RIGHT NOW and find out how to get involved in upcoming editions, head to

this link: https://www.svn-au.com/green-magazine (or you can click on the attachment).
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This edition features pieces from students across Australia (including here at VBC), the
USA and Nigeria. The next edition will be released soon... so stay tuned!
The Student Voice Network is a student led and run organisation of young people
passionate about sustainability and equality. We're all about collaboration, planning and,
of course, action to make the world one that we are proud to grow up and live in.
Interested? Check out this link for more information about the Student Voice Network in

general! https://www.svn-au.com/

If you really care about an issue, why wait for someone else to solve it?

Happy reading!
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Food Technology News

Year 9 - Weekly Food Design Challenge

#Food@Home101

BIG congratulations to all our Food Students who have risen to the challenge of
remote learning.

We have been super proud of our Food Students who have demonstrated creativity and
commitment to learning throughout remote learning.

We very much look forward to having the students back in the VBC Kitchen next week.
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Photos of Miss Stray and Ms Robertson doing a virtual cooking class on teams using

indigenous ingredients to make ice cream!
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Sport News

SSV Virtual Cross Country

SSV is excited to launch our Virtual Cross Country event so you can now have a school
sport place where you can add your run/walk for a new personal best or just run/walk for

fun & fitness - #SSVVXC

Please ensure you familiarise yourself with the current Victorian mandates & restrictions

from SSV and the Department of Education & Training's advice to schools and the State

Government of Victoria in regards Sport, Cultural & Recreational Activities restrictions.
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Please make sure you have your parent/guardians permission before heading out for a

run/walk or better take them along & maybe also a friend with you.

Getting started

Find a suitable park, recreation reserve, oval, athletics track, green space, trails, the
footpaths of the street on the block that you live to make a circuit (be safe out there if
crossing streets) or even a treadmill.

Distances

You will need to measure out the length of your own course. There are many Apps
available on Smartphones, ipads or pcs such as Google Earth, Garmin, Fitbit, a GPS,
Strava etc or go old school & use a trundle wheel or a tape measure. You could always get
someone to measure the distance using a bike computer of a bicycle or a speedo of a car.
It doesn't have to be exactly perfectly accurate. And of course, you need an accurate way
of recording the time it takes to run/walk your distance. The main thing is to get out there

to get active & have a run/walk.

Important Information

You can do as many runs as you like but enter each separate run you do. It's free to enter.
We hope to be able to track the total km's you & your fellow school members &/or the
whole SSV community run/walk by age group, gender, primary or

secondary/school/region/state.

It's open to all students from Prep - Year 12. It has been made so you can (virtually)
run/walk in the same age group as you. You can do it when at home or maybe you might

also do it with your class in school with your teacher.

Remember to warm up, stretch & cool down.

After all, your overall health, well-being & safety are most important.

Your name, school, age group & performance (distance & time) will be displayed on the

Virtual Cross Country Standings and will be updated periodically on

https://ssvvic.edu.au/state/Pages/StateResults.aspx - Cross Country/Virtual in
accordance with the SSV Privacy Policy.
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You can see the results by visiting the Virtual Cross Country Standings

We also encourage you to check out these ways to remain active and practise your sports
skills during this time.

There are four steps to get involved

Step 1:

Run/Walk 1000m, 2000m, 3000m or 5000m depending on your age, gender & primary
(PRIM) or secondary (SEC) school.

Step 2:

Fill out this form to submit for each separate run. You can do multiple runs. Make sure

you fill in everything accurately.

Step 3: (optional)

You ought to be very proud of your sporting achievement. You can now print out a
Participation Certificate to show off your proud sporting moment. Print out a

Participation Certificate.

Step 4: (optional)

Post a photo and description with your time included and submit it via the SSV website:

wWww.ssv.photos

So now get ready to go running, click the image below to get started

#SSVVXC - On your marks! Go!
Post Event Survey

It would be great to hear from any Virtual Cross Country participants.

Click the link below to get started.
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Mark Eagling

Director of Sport
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CSEF and Parent Payment Information

CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions Funding)
Did you know that you can use CSEF funds to purchase a Sports Uniform for your child?

If you would like to take advantage of this please contact Marnie on 9458 2811.

You are eligible for CSEF if you have a health care card which is current and dated on or

before 14th April 2020.

Understanding Parent Payments

There are three categories of Parent payments:

1. Essential Student Learning Items - These are items, activities or services that the
school deems essential to student learning of the standard curriculum and
includes any costs associated with Elective subjects

2. Optional Items - These are items, activities or services that are optional and are
offered in addition to the standard curriculum. Students may access these on a
user-pays basis
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3. Voluntary Financial Contributions - These can include Building or Library fund
(Tax deductible), Voluntary contributions for a specific purpose, such as
equipment, materials, services. General voluntary contributions.

Below is a detailed brochure:

Marnie Wadsworth

Accounts Receivable

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6NAW4ZM/preview/pdf
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General College Information

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing rated the experience! Some quotes from
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
You can check out a range of Wellbeing related .

be more supportive and I was able to express
info with posts about relevant issues related to . _ o

_ my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
young people and parenting as well as
_ and was able to listen to my child more

upcoming events and programs.

effectively’
If you are interested in being involved with

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

shift could make such a positive impact’
events all parents are welcome to attend the

‘Situations less prone to esculate and more
next Friends of Health and Wellbeing meeting

) positive coversations with my teen which I

next Tuesday the 24th April.

really enjoyed’.
We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.
parents involved in this last year who all highly
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Noone has further adjusted the opening
hours from Monday 18th May within our

major stand-alone retail shops.

Our nine dedicated Victorian stores will be
open Monday - Friday 10am - Spm and
Saturdays 9am -12pm.

The health and safety of our retail staff and
customers continues to be of paramount
importance to the Noone organisation. In
following Government advice, we are
limiting the number of customers in-store

to two groups at any one time.

Our products are still available online or
via email with home delivery over this

period of limited trading.

For further assistance, please contact our
Head Office on telephone 9379 5037 or

email sales@noone.com.au

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6NAW4ZM/preview/pdf
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We look forward to continuing to service

our school communities.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

Please note: Due to current Covid-19
situation and to manage the number of people
in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an
appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is run by Noone Imagewear (Stewarts of
Ivanhoe) and is currently not operating due to

the current COVID-19 situation.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share
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Understandi ng Parent Payment The College Council seeks your support with
Categories the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials) ) . )
) o _ and services provided at Viewbank College to

These are items, activities or services that )

best support student learning. The amounts
Viewbank College deems essential to student

allocated to these contributions within
learning of the standard curriculum. They can

Compass are recommendations by the College
include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Council to meet the budget requirements for
Technology, online resources, College planner,

] 2019; however you may nominate any amount

photocopying and whole school events. _ o _ _

against these contributions. This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to
Optional Items

support the Building Fund, as any contribution
These relate to important College activities that

over $2 is tax deductible.
we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so. The
Value Added Contribution
College Magazine, camps, excursions and other
Supports the provision of guest speakers and
extra-curricular activities are included in this
presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;
category. Students access these on a user-pays
basi homework club activities, peer support,
asis.
leadership and study skills programs; Compass

o communication and learning resource platform;
Voluntary Contributions - ) )
additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.
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Community

Community News

COVID-19 EMERGENCY
FOOD RELIEF

Viewbank Scouts is
supporting BANSIC (Banyule
Support & Information
Centre), who provide
emergency food relief to
those in our community who
may be struggling.

http://www.bansic.org.au

You can support this initiative
by dropping off a bag of
groceries to the Viewbank
Scout Hall, Rutherford Road,

Viewbank, between 10am -

Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

2pm on Saturday 13 or
Sunday 14 June.

Please bring non-perishable
items in a shopping bag and
make sure items are within
the best-before-date.

We will be following
recommended social
distancing and hygiene

practices.

SUGGESTED ITEMS
Milk (Longlife)
Cereal

Pasta

Pasta Sauce

Coffee

Spreads
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Sugar

Biscuits

2 minute Noodles
Cat and Dog Food
Tuna

Tinned Fruit

Rice

Baked beans/ Spaghetti
Toilet paper
Toothpaste

Soap

Deodorant
Tinned Soup

Instant Meals

Please see the link is below for
the event:
https://www.facebook.com/e

vents/256568078950444/?2
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