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Viewbank College

Issue 8 - 28 Jul 2023
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.

In this issue

From the Principal Class Library News
College Production - tickets and update Technology News
Middle School News Languages Theatre
Senior School News Sport News
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International Students General College Information

Important Dates Community News

From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank community,
We have had a very positive start to the new term, with students quickly re-establishing

routines in their learning.

Pathway planning:

A big focus has been on the subject selection process and planning for 2024. It was
wonderful to see so many parents and guardians engaging with their students in course
counselling conversations. I cannot stress enough the importance of the partnership
between parents, students, and the College to ensure the future success of our students. It
is great to see so many parents and students considering the Vocational Major as a valid
pathway that can lead to employment, further training, TAFE and entry to university.
Students may find the vocational focus and applied learning a more suitable and relevant
course of study for them. Thanks to all the staff who worked with students on the two

days of counselling.

Time has been spent in both Launch and Overlay classes preparing students- providing
opportunity for planning, investigating, and asking questions about their futures. What is
becoming more evident is that a qualification post-secondary school (TAFE, University,
Apprenticeship) is critical. The jobs of the future will continue to evolve, with the
potential of Artificial Intelligence and other emerging technologies to make some current
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jobs redundant. Parents and students need to think carefully about this and seek support
from our wonderful careers team.
Launch is an important program in helping to develop the so called ‘soft skills’ in
preparation for post-secondary careers. The skills such as communication, teamwork,
creativity, problem solving, critical thinking, emotional intelligence, and a growth
mindset — are all a key learning focus of Launch. These skills are highly in-demand and
recruiters are now communicating to us that they now hire the person (with the personal
qualities) rather than the skills. Organisations now believe they can teach the skills, but
these other innate qualities are more valued.
Please do not excuse your student from Launch - this is where we are preparing them

for future pathways and success in life.

Other events:

Alot of teams have ventured out on interschool sports. We are now seeing many teams
progress to Zone and State finals. Please see the Sport pages for updates.

The College Production ‘Legally Blonde’ is in full swing and the feedback from audiences
is resoundingly positive. So much hard work goes into staging a production and I want to
thank the staff and students who put so much energy and hard work into the show each
year. It is a highlight of the College calendar and a credit to the talent at this College.
Special thanks to FOPAVA (and Assistant Principal, Emma Ford) for their support with
the raffle and catering on the night. Huge thanks to Pas Bartalotta, Katrina Wellins, Ben
Mogford, Steve Varley, Jess Chong, Caitlin Brown, Deanne Ioannidis and Andrew Van
Gemert. Andrew gets special mention for his 17 years supporting the production,

conducting the band and performing all sorts of extra duties!

Upcoming:

Keep an eye out for Languages theatre on Monday August 14th. Aways a fun time!

Our languages domain has been in full planning and are very excited about the prospect
of our first Language tours (to Germany and Japan) since Covid lockdowns. An initial
parent and student information session will be held in the PAC on Tuesday, August 15 at
6.30pm. Any students studying these languages and will be in Years 9-11 in 2024 may be

interested in attending. We will be looking for initial interest.

FOPAVA Production Fundraising Raffle - tickets on sale now!

Our amazing FOPAVA (Friends of Production and Visual Arts) team have worked hard

and put together an amazing raffle for this year's production.Raffle tickets are now on
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sale!
Tickets are:
e $2 -1 ticket
$5 - 3 tickets
$10 - 6 tickets
$15 - 10 tickets
$30 - 20 tickets
$50 - 35 tickets

Head to the following link or attached QR code to check out the prizes and purchase

raffle tickets.
https://rafflelink.com.au/fopava-raffle-2023

Raffle closes midnight Sunday 30th July.
Raffle will be drawn on Monday 31st July at 9.00am.

VCE Centre

Sharon Grimes, Principal
Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
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Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

College Production - tickets and update

Staft enjoying the Production

School Holiday Rehearsals

Our team worked hard over the school holidays - check out the video below from Mr

Varley.
Production Promo

Dress Rehearsal
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Performance Tickets

Tickets are selling fast for Viewbank College's 2023 Production - 'Legally Blonde:
The Musical'

Dates:

Friday 28 July 2023 at 7.30pm (Sold out)
Saturday 29 July 2023 at 1.00pm

Saturday 29 July 2023 at 7.30pm (Sold out)

Ticket Prices:
Adults: $30.00
Child/Student/Concession: $20.00

Venue:

Viewbank College Performing Arts Centre

Tickets on sale now!

We can’t wait to see you there!

2023 FOPAVA Fundraiser Raffle - raffle tickets on sale now!

Our amazing FOPAVA (Friends of Production and Visual Arts) team have worked hard
and put together an amazing raffle for this year's production.Raffle tickets are now on
sale!
Tickets are:

e $2-1 ticket

e $5- 3tickets
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e $10 -6 tickets
e $15-10 tickets
e $30 - 20 tickets
e $50 - 35 tickets
Head to the following link or attached QR code to check out the prizes and purchase
raffle tickets.
https://rafflelink.com.au/fopava-raffle-2023

Raffle closes midnight Sunday 30th July.
Raffle will be drawn on Monday 31st July at 9.00am.

Middle School News

Middle School Awards
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Congratulations to the following students on receiving a Middle School Semester 1

Award

Sophie Kennedy, Caitlin Chiupka, Kirrilly Noble, Ivy Kellam, Vista Ghalehbeigi, Leila
Campbell-Radar, Adam Lakey, Zhichao Yang, Zara Ricardo, Niamh Henry, Harper Yule,
Madeline Zelinka, Bethany Cadusch, Jia Rebello, Ella Roberts, Ryan Fraser, Beth Cairns-
Cowan, Dean Palma, Audrey Jacques, Nyx Hovrell, Natalie Wu, Patrick Mehan,
Annabella Madden, Tiglath Chibo, Luke Whitby, Jane Hand, Ethan Hao, Chloe Guo,
Kayla Brewerton, Ainsley Holmes, Daisy Millen, Benjamin Wilson, Charlotte Crewther,
Xavier Phillips, Abbie Allen, Scout Miller, Matthew Wills, Mete Alson, Christina Hu,
Gabrielle Shortis, Audrey Young, Gemma Russo, Samuel McKay, Lily Jensen, Celena
King, Abbey Leone, Alexandra Suckling, Paris Testolin, Bianca Pelgrim, Sarina Shetty,
Ryan Hansford, Lily Romanes, Emi McCrohan, Chriss Arvanitakis, Sofia Walton, Lachlan
Draper, Gulliver Masters, Alba Nolan, Tahlia White, Saanvi Joshi, Olivia Lord, Daniel
Webb, Zara Burns, Emily Aas, Maya Rackley, Jonah Diprose, Leon Xu, Samual Prasa,
Robin Xiong, Jai Intherarasa, Lucas Cheale, Amelie Buszard-Bonaccorso, Mika
McCrohan, Ruby Quick, Nishi De Alwis, Shayan Choudhury, Shinjoon Park, Livinia
Armstrong, Ratnayake Mudiyansel Ratnayake, Maverick Chau, Vu Chau Anh Nguyen ,
Huw Warrillow, Anthony Buenaobra, Elisa De Luca, Dante Canales, Adele Harris, Kaylee
Selwood, Matilda Edwards, Isla Elliot, Jade Dodgson, Juliette Binder, Amaya Cadusch,
Tara Russo, Jesslyn Ireland, Raga Neela, Yue Ju, Jessica Partington, Jade Iddon, Sashaka
Welungoda, Diviya Mahto, Donald Welch, Sophie Bird, Saskia Auguste, Sahil Mittal,
Bianca Leach, Zoe Bastian, Claudia La Civita, Nancy Sun, Evie Palmer, Emily Richards,
Miriam Mangan, Hannah Abbott, Molly Symons, Chloe Evans, Grace Tennakoon, Lutz

Stevens, Yuna Eom, William Coulson-Bour

Bringing Books to Life - Feast of Fictional Favourites

Last Wednesday evening, the Year 7 Enhanced English class ran an event called the ‘Feast

of Fictional Favourites’. Throughout the unit, students completed a range of tasks based
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on a book of their choosing. On the night, we had to dress up as one of the characters
from our books as well perform in role and be that character. We created ‘giveaways’ to
give to the parents as well as questions for the parents to ask. We really enjoyed the
experience because it was super interactive for guests to ask us questions about our book.
It was a different experience to unpacking the texts in class but it was very engaging and
allowed us to be creative. Everyone’s confidence grew amazingly. It was fun talking to

others - 7C English class.

It was a very interesting event where we talked about our books — Roahn

This experience was fun and interactive. I loved doing the activities in class and was overall a

wonderful experience — Olivia

It was a very meaningful experience, and it is certainly something I will remember for many

years to come — Sehaj
I found the night amazing, and it was an extraordinary experience. It was really fun dressing

up as your character and acting like you were actually them. The Feast of Fictional Favourites

event is one I know I will never forget — Thinuli
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Senior School News

From our student leaders

Last term, the leadership team organized quite a few fundraising events for various
causes. Throughout the month of June, we had 39 participants in the annual Push-Up
Challenge. The program raises awareness towards men’s mental health by educating the
community with statistics and offering support lines to anyone needs it. As part of the
challenge, participants could either individually or as a team, complete 3,144 push-ups,
and in total, our Viewbank community completed 61,698 push-ups along with raising
$1895!

As mentioned in the last newsletter, we also held our quarterly out-of-uniform fundraiser
in Week 8, in which we raised money towards the Big Freeze, supporting Motor Neuron
Disease. It was a lot of fun, as we had 9 participants take part in an Ice-Bucket Challenge,
dressing up and showing good spirit. Overall, we raised $975 towards finding a cure

against MND!
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Unit 2 Physics Australian Synchrotron Excursion

On Friday 14th July, our Year 11 Physics classes visited the Australian Synchrotron to
complement their studies in AOS 2: How do particle accelerators work?

Students had a tour of the synchrotron and also completed a lab based session.

Ms Carson

Senior School Awards

Congratulations to all our recipients
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Library News

Premiers Reading Challenge

There are 49 days left in this year's Premier's Reading Challenge. 10 students have already
met the challenge to read 15 books this year - and there is still plenty of time to join the
challenge and log those books! Students that join get access to a challenge dashboard
where they can browse the challenge booklist, read other student reviews and add their
own books. It's a fantastic way to get motivated to read. As well as earning housepoints,

we will be giving out rewards to students taking part during Book Week (21-25 August).

Book Club
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Phoenix 2023 Cover Design Competition

The college produces an annual magazine (The Phoenix), which

brings together stories and photos from the school year - reflecting

on events, camps, carnivals, classes, excursions and more!

We are running a competition (open to all year levels) for the front cover design of the

2023 edition of the Viewbank College Phoenix.

We encourage all Viewbank creatives to have a go - it’s a wonderful opportunity see your

work published professionally!

The requirements for the design are:

A4 size, in portrait

Must clearly depict the words “Viewbank College”, “2023” and “Phoenix”
Must include the school colours

Your design can be drawn/painted or digital

Digital designs should be high resolution files in a layered PDF format, if
possible.

Please send entries to me via MS Teams or to jordan.adams@education.vic.gov.au by

Friday September 8th.

If you have any questions, come and ask in the library.
Thanks, and good luck!
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Technology News

Swinburne Youth Innovation Space Challenge

Participating in the Swinburne Youth Innovation Space Challenge has been an
incredible experience for our Space Burgers team, which consisted of Emil Haila,
Xavier Philips, Alen Nurzhauov, Jacky Liang, and Neil Gu.

Over the course of 11 weeks, we had the opportunity to learn about various aspects of
the space industry and work alongside our talented team.

We delved into the challenges of the space environment and explored potential
solutions to unique space-based problems.

Through mentorship from Swinburne staff and students, we gained valuable insights
and guidance throughout the program.

One of the highlights was the Pitch Challenge, where we presented our space solution
concept to a panel of experts.

It was a thrilling experience to showcase our ideas and receive recognition as the third-
place winners.

This program has ignited our passion for space research and opened our eyes to the

possibilities of a career in this field.
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We are grateful for the support from each other and the opportunity to be a part of

such a rewarding experience.

Xavier

Languages Theatre

Viewbank College - Languages Theatre 2023

Come and see our Year 9 - 12 Language students performing

songs and skits in German and Japanese!
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When: Monday 14th August, 2023

6.00pm start - Culturally themed BBQ Dinner
(Vegan, Vegetarian & Gluten-free options available) available for purchase

6.30pm performance begins (expected finish by 8.00pm)

Where:
Viewbank College Performing Arts Centrel Warren Road, Viewbank VIC 3084

Sport News

State Cross Country

On Thursday 13 July, 7 students braved the windswept plains of the Yarra Valley
Racecourse to compete in the State Cross Country championships.

Accompanied by their amazing cheer squad (Miss. Patman and Mr. Purcell) these
students waited in the stands until it was their time to shine on the course.

Trudging their way through mud, long grass, sticks and hills, they emerged in sight of the
finish line.

With legs burning from a build up of metabolic by-products, they found a little bit more
and pushed themselves to achieve the greatness that few dream of.
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Congratulations to Brody Cameron (80th), Dylan Grollo (99th), Freya Wilson (90th),
Xavier Feilso (86th), Hannah Cervini (53rd), Poppy Scot-Dalgleish (5th) and Declan
Loeckx (1st).

Miss Patman & Mr Purcell

Intermediate Footy

The girls took to the field on 17th July and came away with 1 win and 2 losses

On 19th July, the boys managed 1 win by a point, 1 loss by a point and 1 draw

Mr Lyngcoln

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/O5gYp8J/preview/pdf 17/26



28/11/2025, 10:07 Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Year 7 Soccer

Congratulations to our Y7 Boys and Girls' Soccer Teams. The boys won two games, but
unfortunately won't progress. The Girls won the day - we look forward to seeing what

they can do in the next round.

International Students

A small gathering was held to welcome our 5 new International Students who
commenced at the start of Term 3. Our 3 Year 12 international students extended a warm

and caring welcome and shared their learning experience at Viewbank College

3 of our students celebrated birthdays in July
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3
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Time

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2023 Term Dates

Term 3: Monday 10th July, 2023 - Friday 15th September, 2023
Term 4: Monday 2nd October, 2023 - Wednesday 20th December, 2023 (tbc)

Student free days:
Wednesday 9th August - Curriculum Day

Tuesday 5th September - Student Led Conferences (Online)

Friday 28th July
College Production - Legally Blonde - The Musical 7.30pm_

Saturday 29th July
College Production - Legally Blonde - The Musical 1.00pm

College Production - Legally Blonde - The Musical 7.30pm

Tuesday 1st August
Year 12 Public Speaking final (Period 4) PAC

Thursday 3rd August
Year 9 Duke of Ed Camp

Friday 4th August
Year 9 Duke of Ed Camp
Year 10 Public Speaking (Period 1) PAC
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Tuesday 8th August

Intermediate Round Robin

Year 8 Subject Selection Assembly (period 4)
Year 8-11 Webchoices open

School Council Sub-Committee Meetings 6.00pm

School Council Meeting 7.00pm

Wednesday 9th August
Student free day

Thursday 10th August
Year 7 Health and Wellbeing Day
Friends of Music (FOM) Meeting

Monday 14th August
Year 8-11 Webchoices close
Languages Theatre

STEAM Week

Tuesday 15th August
STEAM Week
Language Exchange (2024) information evening 6.30pm (PAC)

Wednesday 16th August

STEAM Week

Year 8 Round Robin

Media SAT Rough Cut Screening 5.30pm - 8pm

Thursday 17th August
STEAM Week

VCD & Media Print, Photography & Design WIP Showcase 4pm - 7pm

Friday 18th August
STEAM Week
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General College Information

Middle School - House Leaders Domain Leaders

Please see attached document for Middle English Fiona Ellis

School House Leaders: Mathematics  Julien Baggiere
Science Caitlin Vine
Humanities Matthew Eardley

Senior School - House Leaders Languages Chris Mertins

Performing Arts Tom Krieg
Please see attached document for Senior School

Visual Arts Steve Varley
House Leaders:
Technologies ~ Sonya Schurmann

Health & PE Darren Murray

Sport Ross Purcell & Luke Gazzola
STEAM Veena Nair
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
support for completing your work in your
subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College
Library on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get
learning support and undertake independent or
small study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in
Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a
place when you could make a time in advance
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
space to undertake study or an opportunity to
receive support from teachers or peers will
attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Fairbrass, Ms Dey, Mr
Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events, Term 2
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Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Belgravia (Buxwear) Uniforms

Belgravia (Buxwear) Uniforms are the new dual
supplier of your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.30am - 2pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Policy

Curriculum Contributions

Voluntary financial contributions for
curriculum items and activities which the
school deems necessary for students to learn

the Curriculum.

Other Contributions
Voluntary financial contributions for non-
curriculum items and activities that relate to the

school's functions and objectives.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Items and activities that enhance or broaden the
schooling experience of students and are above
and beyond what the school provides for free to
deliver the Curriculum. These are provided on

a user-pays basis.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
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school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund (CSEF) applications

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps
eligible families to cover the costs of school

trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession
card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a
special consideration category for asylum

seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $225 for eligible
secondary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions and sporting

activities for the benefit of your child.

If you applied for CSEF through our school last
year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been
a change in your family circumstances.

If you would like to apply for the first time,
please contact the school office on 9458 2811
and ask for an application form or download the

form here.
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Viewbank Col Iege Buildi ng Fu nd such as the installation of heating/cooling,

external painting and upgrades to learning
The College would like to take this opportunity
spaces.
to sincerely thank those families who have P
Another exciting opportunity is the
already contributed to the Building Fund this
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
ear.
Y provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-

built space to study, gather and collaborate in
How will your donation assist the College?

their final year at the College.
The College has a Master Plan for building

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
works with the focus on creating more usable

you would like to take the opportunity to make
spaces for our students. Your generous

a taxable deduction donation to our Building
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the

Fund, please click the Donate Now button
past Building Fund donations have supported bl

elow

various improvements throughout the school

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!

Community News

Community News Headspace
This opportunity is open to
young people aged 16 to 25,

who have connection to the

We are excited to announce
Banyule, Darebin, Nillumbik

that applications are now

) and/or Whittlesea areas, and
being accepted for the Youth

Reference Group (YRG) at

are keen to have their voice

heard on issues affecting
headspace Greensborough

other young people.
and headspace Plenty Valley. youngpeop
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What are the qualities of a
Youth Reference Group
member?

e Passionate about issues
relating to youths, and
want to make their voice
heard

¢ Motivated, willing and
committed to participate
in monthly meetings
throughout the year

e Have availability during
business hours to attend
and co-facilitated youth-
focused events, such as
presentations, stalls and
other activities

e Participateina
Facebook group
between meetings

e Have the ability to
balance health, mental
wellbeing, other
responsibilities (such as
work and study),
alongside the YRG
position

What are the benefits of
being a YRG member?

e Have your say about

important issues relating

Issue 8 PDF Export - iNewsletter

to young people in the
community
e Meet other likeminded
young people and
professionals who are
invested in youth mental
health and wellbeing
¢ Develop skills, such as
working in a group on a
community project, and
taking lead on topics of
personal interest
e Learn more about
mental health, alcohol
and drugs, and other
youth-related topics
¢ Shape and participate in
community awareness
and engagement events
e Consult on service
delivery, improvements
on documents and
processes
¢ Obtain references for
future employment
opportunities
Young people can apply to
join our Youth Reference
Group via this link -
https://forms.office.com/r/e

zZVEBKR2t1 - or via the QR

code on the attached flyer.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/O5gYp8J/preview/pdf

Applicants from diverse
backgrounds and/or have
lived experience regarding
mental health are strongly

encouraged to apply.

Please feel free to share this
opportunity with any young
people who may be
interested, as well as other
services working with young

people.

For any queries, please

contact Mel Serovski

melissa.serovski@mindaustral

ia.org.au or by calling 9433
7200.

Prace's Cert Il in
School Based
Education Support
(Teacher's Aide)
course in Rosanna
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