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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Bell Times

Time  

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.15am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

Important Dates
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Friday 14th May

Year 8 Camp (Hydra & Terra) return

 

Monday 17th May

Year 7 Camp depart (Ignis & Terra)

Senior Boys Tennis

 

Tuesday 18th May

Year 7 Camp

Year 8 - Drama Venice in Love Performance (p4)

 

Wednesday 19th May

Year 7 Camp depart (Hydra & Stella)

Year 7 Camp return (Ignis & Terra)

 

Thursday 20th May

Year 7 Camp

 

Friday 21st May

Intermediate Boys Tennis

Year 7 Camp return (Hydra & Stella)

 

Monday 24th May

Music Workshops

 

Tuesday 25th May

Year 11 Monash & Swinburne University Information Session 2pm

Stella House - Charity Guest Speaker 2pm

Friends of Health and Wellbeing (FOHAWB) 6.30pm

 

Wednesday 26th May

Music Workshops

GRIP leadership

 

Thursday 27th May
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Year 8 Round Robin

Intermediate Girls Softball

Junior Girls Football

Music Workshops

 

Friday 28th May

Music Workshops

Acceleration and Enhancement Program Testing (for Year 7 in 2022) bookings close

 

Wednesday 2nd June

Year 7 Round Robin

 

Thursday 3rd June

Winter Nights Concert #1  7.30pm - Performing Arts Centre

 

Saturday 4th June

Acceleration and Enhancement Program Testing (for Year 7 in 2022)

 

Sunday 5th June

Winter Concert #2  2pm - 4pm - Performing Arts Centre

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates

Term 1:  Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December
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Dear Viewbank Community,

 

The past few weeks have seen many College events, including the House Athletics sports.

The threat of rain again impacting the carnival was present, but it turned out to be a great

day.  High rates of participation from students, with many progressing to the Division

Athletics days later.  Senior Round Robin sport was held this week, with great

competition and a number of Viewbank teams progressing. 

See the sport report for more details and photos!

 

Production rehearsals have continued and tickets will soon be available for purchase. 

Keep an eye out in the next couple of weeks for the booking link in the next edition of the

newsletter or Compass Newfeed.

 

VCE Theatre Studies - The 39 Steps 

Students, staff and parents were also treated to the Year 12 Theatre Studies performance

of 39 Steps over two nights, with lots of rave reviews for show. 

Congratulations to Genelle Lentini and her class of Year 12 Theatre students.

Please see below the trailer of The 39 Steps.

 

From the Principal Class

Four  months of ongoing research, rehearsal and finally - PERFORMANCE! Live

theatre is BACK and the VCE Theatre Studies class were thrilled to be able to present

their interpretation of Patrick Barlow's "The 39 Steps". Kind of a Hitchcock film...

definitely a comedy - the students did an outstanding job in presenting their hilarious

self aware play for two packed out houses.

The students in the class collaborated in all areas of the production, taking on

responsibility in acting, direction and design. This assessment task was enormous, and

I commend the students in their collaboration and hard work. The end result was a

highly energetic performance that had the audience in stitches. Thank you to the

members of the community for supporting the Performing Arts program and the

students in their academic outcomes.                                                       Ms Lentini
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Year 8 Camp

Year 8 Camps have run this week, with students heading down to Merricks on the

Mornington Peninsula for a great opportunity to engage in a range of activities, including

surfing.  Whilst interstate travel is still not an option for our camps program, it is great to

see our students connecting with teachers and other students and building positive

relationships.  A very big thank you to all the teachers who gave up so much of their time

to supervise the students to ensure they were safe and that they all had a good time. 

 

NAPLAN

NAPLAN has been conducted this year after no testing took place in 2020. 

We have had excellent attendance and participation across both Year 7 and Year 9 levels.

Well done to the students, who really gave the test their best shot.  

We would like to thank parents for their support - the data that is collected is important in

allowing us to adapt our teaching programs to meet the needs of our learners.

 

Year 9 NAPLAN certificates of achievement

A new feature of the NAPLAN assessment is being launched this year, with the award of

Year 9 Certificates of Achievement.

The new certificates aim to celebrate and recognise the importance of both excellence

and learning growth.

28/11/2025, 11:42 Issue 7 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/RNG8oeJ/preview/pdf 7/26



Beginning in 2021, Year 9 students who achieve outstanding results or who significantly

improve their results in NAPLAN tests will receive a NAPLAN Certificate of

Achievement.

 

The certificates will be awarded for two categories of achievement:

Category one: the achievement of excellence through getting a result in the top

band for reading or numeracy, or both.

Category two: the achievement of outstanding learning growth through improve

by two or more bands between the NAPLAN Year 7 and Year 9 tests for reading or

numeracy, or both.

For more information about the new certificate and measures for learning growth, refer

to Year 9 NAPLAN certificates of achievement on the Department’s website.

 

Senior School Overlay Respectful Relationships workshops

Senior Overlay Respectful Relationships workshops will begin for Year 11 and 12 students

from next week. 

Students will attend in rotations according to their House Groups starting with Terra on

Tuesday, 18th May during period 4.

It is expected, that all students attend these very important sessions that will reinforce the

expectations, values and behaviours that align with being part of the Viewbank College

Community. 

If a student cannot attend for any reason, they will be re-scheduled into another House’s

session. 

This will be visible to students and parents on Compass.

 

The learning intentions for this series of sessions are outlined below:

To understand the impact and possible progression of behaviour that leads to a

culture of misogyny and sexism - Lesson 1

To understand what is meant by enthusiastic consent and be able to identify this –

Lesson 2

To be able to respect and appreciate how consent or a lack thereof can impact an

individual’s wellbeing and their social and sexual relationships – Lesson 3

To identify and understand your rights in regards to consent and the law - Lesson

4

Some discussion may be of a sensitive nature and triggering for some students. 

There may be discussion that refers to Sexual Assault and Harassment. 
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The sessions will be led by House Leaders and Heads of House and there will be

Wellbeing Counsellors in attendance at all sessions, with follow-up support if required.

 

If students have concerns or think they may need additional support attending these

sessions they should contact their House Leader.

Senior School House Leaders

House Name

Stella Mr Ponte  

Terra Mr Eardley 

Ignis Mr Pearson

Hydra Ms McConnell

IDAHOBIT (International Day against Homophobia, Biphobia

and Transphobia) Day

This Monday (the 17th of May) is IDAHOBIT - International Day against

Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia.

It is a day to celebrate our LGBTIQA+ communities with pride and to raise awareness

about the ongoing struggles that are faced regarding discrimination. 

 

To show your support on Monday, you can:

Wear an accessory in rainbow colours (such as a ribbon, socks, badge etc)

Show your commitment towards ending discrimination by signing your name on

our IDAHOBIT Pledge (currently outside the library). This was created by

students in 2017 and is just as relevant as ever. It will be set up again outside the

PAC during Break 1.

Come along to watch a film screening in the PAC during Break 1 and Break 2.

We look forward to having your involvement and support for IDAHOBIT this Monday!

Covid Safety
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The past week has been a stark reminder that Covid remains a threat.

Students need to continue to wear masks on public transport and keep up high standards

of hygiene.  We are able to hold many public events now, but another reminder to use QR

codes when attending a College event.

 

From the Department of Education

Education and Training Reform Amendment (Protection of School Communities)

Bill 2021: Information for Parents, Carers and Families

This information is for parents, carers and guardians about the new Education and Training

Reform Amendment (Protection of School Communities) Bill 2021. 

Victorian school communities are overwhelmingly positive and safe places for teaching

and learning where we all play a role in supporting students in their achievements,

engagement and wellbeing needs. 

 

It is likely that you have heard the recent media announcements that the Victorian

Government has introduced the Education and Training Reform Amendment (Protection

of School Communities) Bill 2021. If passed through parliament, the proposed Bill would

come into effect in May 2022. 

The Bill aims to protect and keep school communities safe by preventing and deterring

violent and aggressive behaviors from adult members of the school community and

ensure that schools are positive, safe and inclusive places to work and learn. This Bill will

apply to the small minority of adult members of the Victorian school community who

engage in this behavior, after early conflict resolution measures through non-legislative

avenues have failed. 

The proposed law will empower principals and other authorized persons to issue School

Community Safety Orders in response to parents, carers and other adult members of the

school community who engage in harmful, threatening, abusive or disruptive behaviors

on school grounds or places where school activities take place, or inappropriate and

harmful communication through emails and social media.

This Bill will apply to the small minority of the school community who engage in this

behavior when all other reasonable interventions have failed. The changes would ensure

that all members of the school community are kept safe and to minimize any harm to

their safety and wellbeing. There will be internal and external review mechanisms in place

if a person who is subject to a School Community Safety Order wishes to appeal an

Order. 

Arrangements will be available to ensure parents can still remain engaged in their child’s

learning to and to minimize any disruption to the student. 
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This Bill would not replace the existing avenues to raise any complaints, issues or

suggestions with schools. Please visit our website to access our Visitors Policy, Respect for

School Staff Policy and our Child Safe policies. By continuing to engage with these

communication channels in a respectful and collaborative manner, we can continue to

work together to support our students

Further information about the details of the Bill will be communicated to you if the Bill is

passed by parliament. 

 

Principal Class Team 

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal
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Senior School Team

Senior School Team

For parents and students, your first point of contact for support is your child's House

Leader:

Renea Betts - Head of House - Ignis and Hydra

Ross Pearson - Ignis House Leader

Amy McConnell - Hydra House Leader

Ruth Perkins - Head of House - Stella and Terra

Ben Ponte - Stella House Leader

Matthew Eardley - Terra House Leader

Fleur Lidyard - Senior School Assistant

VCAA GAT

The VCAA General Achievement Test (GAT) is a very important part of the formal

assessment process will be undertaken by all students completing a Unit 3 & 4 subject in

2021 on Wednesday 9 June.  Students are expected to be at school by 9:00AM. 

Senior School News
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For many students this is their first external examination and they need to be fully aware

of protocols and procedures.

 

The General Achievement Test (GAT) plays very important role in the assessment

process. If a student needs to apply for a Derived Examination Score the GAT is used in

determining this derived score, therefore it is important to score as high as possible on all

parts of the GAT. If students have done well on the GAT, then their achievements are

likely to be high in their school assessments and examinations.

 

Students will be briefed and receive more information on the GAT over the next few

weeks.  Some helpful information is available on the 'How to Complete the GAT' page

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-

test/Pages/HowtoCompletetheGAT.aspx and we strongly encourage students to take

every opportunity to familiarise themselves with the format of the questions. Past papers

are available here https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-

achievement-test/pastGAT/Pages/index.aspx

 

The Senior School Team
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Term 2 Sport Dates

Date Event

Monday 17th May Senior Boys Tennis

Friday 21st May Intermediate Boys Tennis

Thursday 27th May Intermediate Girls Softball

  Junior Girls Football

  Year 8 Round Robin

House Athletics Carnival ~ Monday 3rd May (Rescheduled)

Please see below a short video clip (thanks to Ms Lentini) and some pictures of the House

Athletics that was held last Monday 3rd May.

 

Results of the day:

1st Place Stella

2nd Place Hydra

Sport News
and House Athletic Carnival News
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3rd Place Terra

4th Place Ignis

The weather is cooling down but things are warming up in the kitchen 

 

The Students have been Producing Classics with a twist…

Wholemeal Scones served with Very Berry Chia Jam

Kangaroo Bolognaise

Quorn (Plant –based protein) dumplings

Homemade, hand-rolled pasta with seasonal vegie sauce

Food Technology News
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Ms Robertson

Food Tech
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Fun Viewbank College Activities you can join......

Looking for a great Club or activity to join?

We’ve got 11 fun activities running every day of the week around the school.

From Arts to Music to Food, Gaming, Movies, Meditation, STEAM, Bits and Bobs,

Comic Illustration, Self- Publishing and more. 

 

Here's some Music Club and Self-Publishing Fun:

Ms Robertson

Activity Club Coordinator

Activity Club News
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Technology News
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We received the below email from Melbourne Polytechnic:

Melbourne Polytechnic - 2019

Over the two days students were able to produce a wide array of prop and costume pieces

which incorporated skills learned through different technologies including Adobe

Illustrator for laser cutting, Micro:Bit coding, sewing electric circuits and LED sequins,

wearable tech and physical construction techniques. 

Students enthusiastically engaged themselves with learning new technology skills and

applying improving their prototypes. Students proved that they were adaptable and

resilient by working with the intermittently work laser cutter, accommodating these

issues through modifying their prototypes. At the conclusion of the program, students

participated in a “marketplace”, talking about their prop or costume piece, the

technology used, future improvements and what key trait their prototype portrayed

about the main character – Shelby. Groups were able to come up with impressive designs

that featured varying combinations of Micro:Bit, Circuit Playground, LEDs and laser

cutting technology. Tech School staff very much look forward to working with Viewbank

staff on the upcoming professional development sessions, and hope that this will provide

teachers with the confidence to immerse themselves in the programs of 2020.

Prototype Highlight

 

Student Design Team:             Maya, Emma, Lily, Livi (7E)

Innovation/Prototype:             Shelby’s great coat

Year Level:                                   Year 7  

Design Brief:                          

As prop or costume designers on steampunk film 'Gears and Cogs' set in the 1890s, your

role is to build a component of main character Shelby Caples’ costume.

 

Insight:                                        The inventor’s wonder coat!

Minimum Viable Product:     The coat that does it all.

 

Design Summary:

Shelby’s coat has to be tough, just like her, it must withstand the heat when her

experiments go wrong! Having a tough coat helps Shelby, withstand the heat of a society

where it is unacceptable for women such as herself to invent. Like Shelby, her coat has

to be prepared for anything, having a versatile pocket on the back, carts around a
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complex toolbox, available for any situation, from a malfunction to an opportune piece

of scrap metal. A much loved reference book is attached to her arm (talk about wearing

your heart on your sleeve!), all set to provide necessary information for a faulty

creation. Several fob-watches hang from the side of her coat, revealing the time in many

different countries- extremely useful when Shelby is travelling. In the end, Shelby’s coat

is always ready to make a cup of tea. The Tea-Maker (patented) heats hot water in its

coils, equipped for a good brew in a moment’s notice- allowing for quiet reflection and

iteration of inventions.

Karin Wunsch

Melbourne Polytechnic
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain

support for completing your work in your

subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College

Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and

Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning

support and undertake independent or small

study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to

support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance

to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is

hoped that all students who would appreciate a

space to undertake study or an opportunity to

receive support from teachers or peers will

attend - you will be made most welcome.

Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr

Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

General College Information
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule

of events:

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.

Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to escalate and more

positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

2021 Lunchtime Activities Term
1 (1).docx - final .pdf
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount

against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

Community News
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Diamond Valley

Athletics Club

The Diamond Valley Athletic

Club invites students - & their

parents - interested in a

season of Cross Country

running with Athletics

Victoria, to register their

interest with DVAC Registrar,

Lyn Davis on mob: 0409 005

406 or email:

ldavis_20@bigpond.com

 

Competition age groups for

girls and boys are Under 14,

Under 16, Under 18 and

Under 20. As well, the

competition is available to

Open age, 40+ & 50+ age

categories. Training sessions

are conducted on Tuesday

and Thursday afternoons at

Willinda Park from 5:00pm as

well as on Saturday mornings.

The season of Cross Country

running with AV commences

on Saturday 1st May with

Cross Country relays at Jells

Park, Wheelers Hill. Junior

athletes run a distance of 3km

& senior athletes run legs of

6km.

 Come along to an

Information Session at

Willinda Park,

Greensborough from 5:00pm

on Thursday 22nd April 2021.

Meet with DVAC Coaches &

club representatives to find

out more about the season of

Cross Country running with

AV and training sessions.

Bring your running attire to

join in a training session.

The 2021 Winter season offers

a mixture of Cross Country &

Road running to cater for all

abilities.

For further information,

contact DVAC Secretary, Max

Balchin on 0409 350 280 or

check the websites

valleyaths.org or

athsvic.org.au 

 

Buses replacing

trains - Mernda Line

I wanted to reach out to you

as we have received

information from the Level

Crossing Removal Project

team about upcoming changes

to the way passengers travel

on the Mernda line.

 

From Wednesday 5th of May

to Tuesday 11th of May,

buses will replace trains along

the Mernda line. It is

suggested that passengers

allow additional time for their

travel. Please see the attached

flyer for additional

information.

 

For more information about

these works and level crossing

projects taking place across
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Melbourne, please visit the

Level Crossing Removal

website and the Metro Trains

planned works page.  

 

Also, a reminder that our

Community Education Unit

offers free rail safety

presentations to schools and

community groups. If you

would like to book a rail safety

presentation for your

students, please visit our

Community Education Unit

webpage and complete the

online booking form.

 

Kind regards

 Kelli WilliamsCommunity

Education Officer,

Community Education Unit |

Corporate AffairsM – M 0427

830 345

Level 14, 700 Collins Street

Melbourne, VIC, Australia

3000
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