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Viewbank College

Issue 7 - 28 Jun 2024
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Friday 28th June End of term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal
Monday 15th July School Starts Term 3
Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.16am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish
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College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

June

Friday 28th

Year 10 Work Experience Concludes
Year 11 Awards/Celebration 9am
Year 12 Awards/Celebration 9.30am
End of Term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

July

Monday 15th July

Term 3 commences

Tuesday 16th July
Yr. 10 into 11 subject selection assembly.

Macbeth (VCE theatre production) 6.30pm Malthouse Theatre

Friday 19th July

Production Sitzprobe

Monday 22nd July
Subject Expo

Tuesday 23rd July
Awards Assembly (Yr. 7-10)
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Friday 26th July
Senior Girls Netball

VM Careers Expo excursion

Monday 29th July
Web choices Open (9 into 10, 10 into 11 & 11 into 12)
Year 9 into 10 Course Counselling (no Yr 9 classes)

Debating 7pm

Tuesday 30th July
Primary School Production Performance 12pm

Year 10 into 11 Course Counselling (no Yr. 10 classes)

Wednesday 31st July

U4 Outdoor Ed Petty’s Orchard Bike Ride

VCD Prototype feedback evening 5.30pm - 7pm (J Block)
Production 7.30pm
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From the Principal Class

As we finish term two, I want to acknowledge what a huge term this has been.

Our students have been focused on learning, engaged well in the programs offered and I
have been impressed with how students approached the assessment period (exams, GAT,
SACs and formative assessments).

It is also an incredibly busy period for our teachers, who prepare for these assessments,
mark them, moderate assessments and report back to families. The Semester reports will
be released this week and I encourage a conversation at home about learning progress,
learning behaviours and setting some goals for Semester 2.

Our Year 10 students are currently on Work Experience, and I look forward to hearing
from them about their time in the workplace. Look out on our Instagram page for
updates!

Plenty to look forward to in term 3, with our College Production in week three, our

Subject Expo and Course Counselling days for years 9-11 and much more.

Middle School Update

Mastery Tasks and Exams

Well done to all students for completing their mastery tasks, and for those students who
completed exams. Our Year 9 students had their first experience in completing exams in
English and Mathematics. Our Year 10 students continued their exam experience journey
by completing exams in all subjects. A huge thank you to the teaching staff who designed,
moderated and marked all exams, to the support staff (Irene, Marnie, Ben, Damian) who

worked tirelessly in the administrative support of the exams, to the Year 9 and 10 House
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Leaders (Brad Hosking, Maddi Wallmeyer, Jamie Lyngcoln, and Matt Dunn) for their
support of all students completing the exams, and to the students themselves who

prepared and completed the exams to the best of their ability.

End of Semester 1

As we come to the end of Semester 1, it is important to reflect on the achievements of all
students in the Middle School, and to re-set some learning and engagement goals for
Semester 2. Your Semester report contains the Victorian Curriculum teacher judgements,
as well as the Learning Behaviour Matrix judgement. There is also a student self-reflection
from the Learn2Learn program in Launch, as well as a Year 10 Overlay self-reflection
activity. Through the process of reading and understanding the semester report, it is an
opportune time to revisit the 5Ps, to ensure your student is Ready to Learn. I bring your
particular attention to being prepared for learning by bringing required materials
(including a charged laptop), being punctual to class, and by being productive in each
lesson, by completing tasks to the best of their ability. We encourage all students to be
polite and respectful in their interactions with others, and by having a positive outlook.
If you need any support in understanding your semester report, or to re-set goals for

Semester 2, you can reach out to your students’ House Leader.

Looking ahead to Semester 2

As we look ahead to Semester 2, it is an important time in the 2025 subject selection
process for our Year 8, 9 and 10 students. We have a clear timeline and process to follow,
to ensure ample time for students to explore their strengths, interests, and how this best
aligns with their subjects for the following year. Continue to look out for further
information on Compass News Feed. Our Launch classes, and Year 10 Overlay classes are

important sessions for the exploration of this content.

Senior School Update

Celebration Assembly

Congratulations to all year 11 and 12 students who were acknowledged by their teachers
for their efforts, application and achievements this semester in the assembly organised
and led by Head of House Renea Betts and the Senior Leadership team. As part of this
assembly we acknowledged our Year 11 leaders from the STEAM conference. We also

thank our performers and the Music domain for the wonderful performances.

Exams and SACs
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Well done to our year 11 and 12 students applying themselves to their exams and also
finalisation of Unit 1 and 3. The continual grind of VCE has been mentioned by many
students and I encourage all students to continue to reflect and refine their study skills to
manage their wellbeing through these peak assessment periods.
The general achievement test (GAT) on the 18th June provided an opportunity to
experience VCAA assessment for all Unit 3 and 4 students.
I strongly encourage families to sit down with their child and look at their results on their
end of semester report and celebrate the areas of strength. If there are areas for growth,
discuss goal setting and students will have opportunities through year 11 overlay to reflect
further. I encourage Year 12 students to complete their own goal setting and engage a
teacher or House Leader to assist with strategies as required. The end of semester report
will include a student reflection for all year 11 students.
A big thank you to our Senior House leaders and Heads of House Amy Hooper/Renea
Betts who have guided students through the peak periods of SACs, exams and also

assisted students to redeem outcomes as required.

Year 11 University Discovery Day

The majority of year 11 students attended four different universities Thursday 27/6 and
learned about pathways towards tertiary education. This included traditional and non
traditional pathways as well as looking at and hearing about the facilities, clubs, study
exchanges and all around university experience. Students were exposed to simulation
classrooms and toured through campuses at University of Melbourne, Australian Catholic

University, La Trobe University, and Monash University at Caulfield.

Uniform

I have been pleased with the response since my last post in regards to students wearing
navy tracksuit pants with their PE uniform and less hoodies with the school uniform. I
have recorded any discussions with students on their compass portal and started issuing
detentions where multiple warnings have been given. Please use the holiday period to do
a stocktake of uniform and look to make sure there are multiple layers available for the
colder days (singlet, short sleeve, long sleeve and outer layer jacket). Navy beanies and

scarves are also available for outer warmth.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NvOR|BJ/preview/pdf 7129



28/11/2025, 09:52 Issue 7 PDF Export - iNewsletter
We wish our whole Viewbank community a safe and happy holiday. We look forward to

seeing everyone back on July 15 for the start of term 3.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

A thank you to the school community from the Watsonia RSL.
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Library News

Bookmark Competition Winners

Here are the library bookmarks for 2024!

A big thank you to everyone who entered this year's competition, and to those who
helped us with judging. The quality of entries was so impressive - we extended it to 6
designs, but we could so easily have included another 6! The printed bookmarks arrived
this week, bringing much excitement to students picking up their holiday borrowing.
Well done everyone and congratulations to the winners:

Katelyn (Year 12)

Gabby (Year 10)

Briana (Year 9)

Chloe (Year 9)

Sunshine (Year 8)

April (Year 7)

Book Club - CBCA Shadow Judging

Book Club has continued to meet monthly this term. We have focussed on the Children’s

Book Council of Australia’s Book of the Year shortlist. As a Shadow Judging Panel book

club are reading through the shortlist and submitting creative responses to each of the
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books to the CBCA. We will be discussing all of the books and selecting our favourite to
vote on in August. Here are the responses to the first 2 books we have discussed, led by

Katelyn and Jade.

ePlatform - Wellness Collection

During the school holidays don't forget you have 24/7 access to ebooks and audiobooks
from the ePlatform through your browser or the eplatform app. Although we know most
readers still enjoy their books in print the ePlatform offers some helpful additional
features:

Translation and Grammar tools https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gN2SDENCBMM

Settings Wizard, and Literacy Support Tools https: //www.youtube.com/watch?
v=YKo8Spr2yUg

Create Notes & Highlights in texts for study & revision

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BQHSe-UPyns

For the next few weeks you will also find the Wellness Collection on the ePlatform - this
includes titles for support on topics such as social connections, sleep, nutrition and
mental health, as well as fiction books about these issues.

Students can sign-in to the platform using their Viewbank College email address and

Compass password. We can also arrange guest access for families — contact us at the
library for more information.

If you have any questions or feedback we would love to hear from you!
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Monthly Top Picks
Each month we highlight our favourite new books in the library. Here are our

recommendations for July - or take a look at our reading list to see our favourites from

the year so far.

Year 11 University Visits

University Excursion

On Thursday our Year 11’s had the opportunity to visit four different university campuses
of their choice. Students were split amongst La Trobe, Monash, Melbourne and ACU
Each university presented their speciality courses and organised activities for our
students, we hope this great day out has helped students to engage in a career focus by
having a better understanding of our tertiary education sector.

It was a great day out for all. Thank you to all the staff that supported our students on this
annual excursion.

Sandra
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Wellbeing Day

Yr 7 - Launch Program - Animal Therapy Australia

In the last period on Tuesday, all the year seven students had an animal therapy session.
Therapy Animals Australia specialises in training dogs for emotional support and
companionship. The year sevens all went into the PAC to begin the session. Throughout
the session, we learned about mental health, how to care for ourselves and also how these
trained therapy dogs can help too. Throughout the presentation we met Radar. After the
presentation, everyone went out to have a pat at two more dogs, Mo and Bailey.
Yesterday's animal therapy session was fun, interesting and all the year seven students
learned something from it.

Chloe Pelham

Yr7

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NvOR|BJ/preview/pdf 12/29



28/11/2025, 09:52 Issue 7 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Year 8s - Launch Program - Wellbeing and Health Lifestyle workshop

On Tuesday the 11th of June, last period we had launch but this launch was different to
our usual launch lesson. Throughout the lesson we did many activities such as wellbeing,
shooting basketballs, brain teasers, mindfulness and a 9 letter word game. This was fun
and allowed everybody to take a break from our usual activities. These lessons also taught

us important skills such as ways to calm yourself down and treating yourself with care.

Orla McEeaney
Yr8

Year 9s - Launch Program - Tomorrow Man/ Tomorrow Woman

On Wednesday the 11/6/24 the year 9 students all participated in a 2-hour wellbeing
session. This session was run by the Tomorrow Women workshops organization and
provided each house group of about 25 girls with one guest speaker to lead us through the
period. Throughout the afternoon we talked about the stereotypes society has set, our
experiences, and what it looks like to be a girl/woman in the world today, vs what we
actually want it to look like. Furthermore, we learnt about how we can use our voices to

advocate for the things that we feel are right and what kind of effects these ‘stereotypes’
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are having on women all over the world. We went through a series of activities designed
to show us that unlike what we sometimes think, we’re not alone in most situations, and
that it’s super common for someone to be going through the same thing as you. Overall,
this session helped verbalize what every girl is seeing in the world today, and focused
deeper on the reasoning behind these stereotypes and expectations as well as what can be

done.

Olivia Reifschneider

Year 9

In Launch, students participated in the Tomorrow Man Tomorrow Woman activities. In
Tomorrow Man we looked at common gender stereotypes that males are raised with. We
discussed some statistics revolving around men, and took time to open up and share our
experiences with other people. The activities were really helpful in learning about our
peers and their personnel struggles, and also learning how to share our feelings and

troubles with our mates, giving us a deeper relationship.
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Victorian High Ability Program

Victorian High Ability Students Masterclasses in English and
Maths

On Friday, 21st of June VHAP Maths and English students had the opportunity to extend
their strong capabilities even further.

The English students went through a writing workshop with acclaimed writer Gabriel
Bergmoser (author of The Boone Shepard series, the Hunted series, plays, screenplays,
novels ands audible originals) while Mr Baggiere blew students’ minds with the

philosophy, reasoning, and literacy of Maths.

During breaktime, Gabriel Bergmoser visited the library to talk to our readers (and
writers). He spoke about his journey into the world of writing and answered students’
questions about his experience. Gabriel gave us some interesting insights into the
publishing industry, and we will be looking out to see if he gets his wish for a cameo in

the film adaptation of The Hunted!
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Sports News

Sports Action

Outdoor Education

Year 10 outdoor Education Indoor Rock climbing The Year 10 outdoor Education class
went indoor rock climbing at the Hardrock indoor rock climbing. Students learned the
skill of belaying and climbing during the session. The activity was a great opportunity for
students to demonstrate teamwork as well as challenge themselves on the climbing wall.

The students were so encouraging and supportive of each other through the session.

Year 7 Girls Netball

On Wednesday 19th June, our year 7's played a round robin at Millium Millum stadium.
The girls won all 3 games and progressed to the next round in August. Super effort to all

involved.
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Year 7 Badminton

On Wednesday 19th June our year 7's headed to Montmorency to play badminton.
Neither of our boys and girls team advanced to the next round but they all had a lot of fun

and a great day. Good job to all who attended.

Year 7 AFL Boys

On Wednesday 19th June our year 7 boys headed down to Warringal park to play AFL
football. We didn't have much luck on the field but the boys had a great day. Even the ice

on the oval couldn't dampen there spirits.

Cross Country

On Wednesday 19th June on a very chilli morning a group of students headed to Kilmore
race course to take part in the Cross Country. We had 2 of our students head through to

the state cross country. Huge congratulations to Josh Cadusch and Declan Loeckx.
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Year 7 Boys and Girls Soccer.

Our year 7 boys and headed down to Banyule flats on Wednesday 19th June to play the
round robin soccer. They had a great day out and came home with a second. Our girls
team played at Charles La Trobe and have progressed to the next round winning all

games. Congratulations to all students and staff on a great day.
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Numeracy Challenge

Numeracy Challenge update:

Challenge 3: Numeracy in Literacy
IfA=1,B=2, C=3.... Z=26.

Can you find a five-letter word which when the values of the letters are added makes a
sum of 63.

The word cannot be a proper noun.

The last challenge was a hit, and it was pleasing to see many students and staff engaging
with it. It was impressive how students were thinking out of box and justifying their
answers.

Keep up the great work and looking forward to seeing your responses for the next one.

The names of the respondents and their responses for Challenge 3 are as follows.

Ben Long-

Prisa: Spanish for “hurry” or “rush”. The rules do not explicitly say that foreign words are
not allowed, only the submission of proper nouns. “Prisa” is not a proper noun in
Spanish.P - 16, R -18,1-9,S-19,A -1

Adonis Samuel Yr 10
M=13,0=15,T=20,H=8,S=19Sum=13+15+20+8+7 =63

Jade Dawson Yr 8

Hopes

Hoang Trung Nguyen Yr12 H

Wived: W-23,1-9, V-22, E-5, D-4

Sean Hiller Teacher
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TEARS
Long Tran Teacher
Stare or Maths
Emily Ding Yr 8C
Pairs
Nicholas Power, Benjamin Long, Shaun George, Roahn Stockmeyerpairs.
This is an anagram of "prisa" (a Spanish word) which Ben, Shaun and Roahn came up
with. then nick realised that "pairs" and "Paris" were both anagrams of "prisa" however,
"Paris" is a proper noun so "pairs" is a correct solution.
Aito Stukas Yr 8
Hello! I have calculated that using the A1Z26 cipher, there are 355 possible solutions to
this challenge. However, some of the answers are dubious, and a select few are
inappropriate. Here are a few: - pairs, teens, tears, stain, sized, satin, ranks, crowd
Soham Joglekar 9]
We need to have a few large letters in it. After lots of testing, I found the word WITCH
was 5 letters which reached 63.C=3,H=8,1=9, T=20,W=233+8+9+20+23=
63 WITCH
Emily Ding, Nicholas Power, Aito Stukas
PINES p=16, i=9, n=14, e=5, s=19 16+9+14+5+19=63
Ibrahim 9G
PLUCK P(16) + L(12) + U(21) + C(3) + K(11) =63
Jonathan Raseta
STAIN
Jason H7B
Rates, Setar (instrument), stare, taser, tears S=19, a=1, r= 18, e=5, t=20

19+1+18+5+20=63

Looking forward to your responses:
Numeracy challenge 4:

https://forms.office.com/r/259Yhf VrcZ

Have a lovely break everyone,

Ritika Mahajan
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Answer in the team form attached below:

https://forms.office.com/r/nepnx1Y6q9

Ritika Mahajan
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Seussical Production
Update

July 31st-August 3rd 2024

The cast, crew and band are well underway with rehearsals for our school production of
Seussical. Tickets are still on sale for the shows via the try booking code.

Get in quick before it all sells out.

SYNOPSIS

A musical perfect for the whole family, Seussical takes us into the world of Dr. Seuss, where
we revisit beloved characters including The Cat in the Hat, Horton the Elephant, Gertrude
McFuzz, Lazy Mayzie, and JoJo. The Cat in the Hat guides us into The Jungle of Nool where
we see Horton, the kind hearted elephant who discovers a speck of dust containing Whoville.
He meets JoJo, a Who child sent to military school for thinking too many “thinks.” Horton
decides he must protect the speck of dust on a nearby clover, while at the same time protecting
an abandoned egg left to his care by the lazy Mayzie la Bird. Horton tries to convince the
other animals in The Jungle of the existence of the Whos, but he is ridiculed and put on trial
for insanity. Only his loyal neighbour, Gertrude McFuzz, never loses faith in him. Eventually,
the two fall in love. Now one of the most widely produced musicals in the country, Seussical
weaves a story of friendship, loyalty, and love. Despite all odds, Horton and Gertrude band
together to save the Whos, free Horton, and restore peace and unity to the Jungle of Nool.
Charming Seussical teaches us the power of being unique, and the importance of fighting for
your beliefs.

Wednesday 31st July, 2024 at 7.30pm
Thursday 1st August, 2024 at 7.30pm - there will be an Auslan Interpreter at this
performance
Friday 2nd August, 2024 at 7.30pm
Saturday 3rd August, 2024 at 1.00pm
Saturday 3rd August, 2024 at 7.30pm
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Ticket Prices:

Adults: $30.00 Child/Student/Concession: $20.00
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
Students - how would you like to have the ) .
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain ) '
particular subject.
support for completing your work in your o o o
] As this is a new initiative for the College it is
subjects? )
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the .
_ space to undertake study or an opportunity to
College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to
receive support from teachers or peers will
the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
) attend - you will be made most welcome.
to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.
The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Bob Stewart
Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - Spm
and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on
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them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?
The College has a Master Plan for building
works with the focus on creating more usable
spaces for our students. Your generous
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the
past Building Fund donations have supported
various improvements throughout the school
such as the installation of heating/cooling,
external painting and upgrades to learning
spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-
built space to study, gather and collaborate in
their final year at the College.

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
you would like to take the opportunity to make
a taxable deduction donation to our Building
Fund, please click the Donate Now button
below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!
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Community News

au
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Winter Holiday Program For
ages 5-12 located at Viewbank

College.
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Financial support for Families

CSEF 2024 - Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund

To be eligible for CSEF you need to have a current Centrelink pensioner concession or
Health Care Card. Please see the link below for further information.

The CSEF program for 2024 closes at the end of term two 2024 (28th June) TODAY IS
THE LAST DAY.

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.
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Eligibility
To be eligible, families must:
* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024
* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)
* live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply
* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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