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Viewbank College

Issue 6 - 30 Apr 2021
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,

ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.15am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then
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by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

Saturday 1st May
e All State Jazz Chamber Choir 12pm - 7.30pm
Sunday 2nd May
o All State Jazz Ellington Band 9am - Spm
Monday 3rd May
e House Athletics Day
Tuesday 4th May
e Outdoor Ed class - overnight hike
Wednesday 5th May
e Outdoor Ed class return
e VCE Top Design excursion
e Chief Scientist of NASA talk
e College Council Meeting 7pm
Thursday 6th May
e Nillumbik/Banyule Division Athletics (Meadowglen)
¢ Theatre Studies - 39 Steps - Performance - PAC 7pm
Friday 7th May

e Theatre Studies - 39 Steps - Performance - PAC 7pm
Monday 10th May

¢ Year 8 Camp (Stella & Ignis) depart
Tuesday 11th May

o NAPLAN (Year7 & 9)

¢ Senior Round Robin

e Year 8 Camp (Stella & Ignis)
Wednesday 12th May

e NAPLAN (Year7 & 9)

e Year 8 Camp (Hydra & Terra) depart

e Year 8 Camp (Stella & Ignis) return
Thursday 13th May

e NAPLAN (Year7 & 9)

e Year 8 Camp (Hydra & Terra)
Friday 14th May

e Year 11 Public Speaking

e Year 8 Camp (Hydra & Terra) return
Monday 17th May
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Year 7 Camp depart (Ignis & Terra)

Tuesday 18th May
Year 7 Camp

Year 8 - Drama Venice in Love Performance (p4)

Wednesday 19th May
Year 7 Camp depart (Hydra & Stella)
Year 7 Camp return (Ignis & Terra)

Thursday 20th May
Year 7 Camp

Friday 21st May
Year 7 Camp return (Hydra & Stella)

2021 Term Dates
Term 1: Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December
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From the Principal Class

Dear College Community,

The first two weeks of term have been fairly hectic. Students and teachers have jumped
back into the learning program, as well as engaging in a range of extra-curricular

activities. It is great to see students back and refreshed after the break.

Production rehearsals have continued, many sporting teams have competed and we have
had some fantastic successes to celebrate. In particular, we had students compete at State
Swimming titles and had a number of students win medals. Congratulations to all who

have competed - please read more in the sports report.

Parent/Student/Teacher conferences:

It has been wonderful to see so many parents and students onsite, engaged in
conversation with teachers during the last two weeks at our conferences. After last year’s
lockdown, we felt that it was important that we resume face to face conferences this term.
I am happy to hear any feedback in regards to running our Term 3 conferences via
Microsoft Teams if parents feel this meets your needs better.

Feel free to send me an email if you want to provide some feedback.
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Anzac Day Assemblies:

On Friday, April 23rd, we held our annual ANZAC Day ceremonies - one for our Senior
school students and one for our Middle school students. Our student leadership teams
led the assemblies and we had the Symphonic Band and Viewbank Voices provide music
and vocals for the Australian and New Zealand national anthems.

Our State member for Ivanhoe, Mr Anthony Carbines, was our special guest and engaged
students with some stories of some past local residents who served at Gallipoli.

Marie Trevithick accompanied Mr Carbines and represented him for the Middle school
assembly.

Students shared their own reflections of what ANZAC day means to them.

The Last Post was played by Dawson Conceicao (Senior Assembly) and Gabby Shortis
(Middle Assembly). Leadership Teams laid a wreath at the front of the school as a mark
of respect for those who have sacrificed so much in the Defence Forces over many

military and peace-keeping campaigns.

2021 ANZAC Day Poetry Competition winner
Congratulations to Neha Hiremani of Year 9 for her entry and being the winner of the

2021 ANZAC Day Poetry Competition.

War, Remembrance and Freedom

Flanders’ Field it all began

Unified soldiers marching with such pride for their country
Fighting so bravely side by side

On the beige beaches, fields, in trenches

Having the courage that glistens like a star

Bright red blood drips down soldiers’ hands

All but leaves a deadly scar

A cacophony of gunshots
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Causing agony to their eardrums
The pain, the sorrow, the agitation felt

Yet their souls still haven’t given up

Fighting, struggling, brawling

The determination, the eagerness to fight for their country will never be forgotten.
Such brave soldiers don’t deserve tragedies in their reckless lives

Death; a permanent, irreversible action

Causing one’s life to be wrelched, feverish and filled with misery

Nations mourning the loss of their loved one’s tragic deaths in the line of duty
Anxious families suffering from burdens,

The feeling of doubt about if they’ll get to see their faces again

A symbol of remembrance.

Planted in a foreign field

A generation buried

We remember with,

Poppies

Swaying in the same direction as the crisp wind agitates the soft bright red petals
Above the fields, stars reflect off of my eyes.

And the southern cross glistening proudly across the sky

Freedom

Lest We Forget

Respectful Relationships Program:

There has been much media coverage around the issues of consent and sexual
harassment. Viewbank College has committed to engage further with students in
education around consent, sexual harassment, racist and homophobic language and
attitudes. We are currently reviewing our Launch curriculum, Senior Overlay sessions
and our Health curriculum and engaging students to find out what are the burning issues
for them.

The Respectful Relationships program provides us with many great resources we can use
to help students to develop their understanding of these important society-wide issues.
We have also been working with staff to develop their knowledge and skills teaching in
this space as well as in ensuring a positive learning environment.

Parents and students will be notified in advance when sensitive topics may be discussed.
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Senior students will begin compulsory Respectful Relationships awareness workshops in

overlay time starting in two weeks time in house and year level groupings.

Uniform:

There are a number of students attending school with incorrect uniform - particularly
black socks, black tracksuit pants and hoodies. As the weather gets cooler, please ensure
that students have layers underneath their jackets that are appropriate (white t-shirts or
long sleeve tops that are not visible).

The uniform suppliers are now selling College beanies and scarves that have House logos.

We definitely encourage students to grab a scarf and beanie!

Viewbank College Covid Safety Plan:

This term the College is maintaining our approach to hygiene according to our Covid-safe
plan.
A reminder to all parents and students that masks still need to be worn on public

transport.

Victorian Chief Health Otfhcer message to Victorian schools and
their communities

I would like to take this opportunity to thank students, staff, teachers, parents and carers
for ensuring a safe and successful start to the 2021 school year and to thank you for your
cooperation during the short period of remote learning in February during the circuit
breaker restrictions.

As Term 2 commences, schools continue to be able to operate with a largely normal
program of activity, enabling important on-site activities to return, such as school open
days and working bees, with appropriate health and safety measures in place.
Throughout the pandemic, Victorian schools have rapidly and successfully adapted to

reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission, embedding COVIDSafe principles by
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reinforcing good behaviours, creating safe spaces, adapting activities, and responding
quickly to COVID-19 risk.
While we have seen outbreaks emerge in Victoria, we have also witnessed our capacity to
respond quickly to limit the impact of these outbreaks.
Given the current very low risk of COVID-19 transmission in the community, continued
high rates of testing and wastewater monitoring, and continued observance of health and
safety measures in schools; those with medical vulnerabilities or their carers can feel
reassured to continue to safely work and learn on school sites, and enjoy the benefits of
doing so.
It is crucial, however, for everyone to remain vigilant by staying home when unwell,
performing regular hand hygiene, wearing a mask when required and maintaining
physical distancing from others when practical.
Should cases of COVID-19 increase again in the community, I am confident that with
COVIDSafe plans in place, alongside our ability to quickly identify and respond to cases,
schools remain safe places for all staff and students. I also continue to be reassured by
evidence that children are less impacted by the virus and are less likely to develop severe
illness.
The school community continues to have an important role to promote COVID-19
testing when a student or staff member has any symptoms, no matter how mild, and
ensuring they remain home until they are well. Getting tested and staying home until

results are known is critical to limiting community transmission.

Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer

Parenting Session: Healthier Gaming and Screentime

Have you registered for our upcoming parenting session: Healthier Gaming and
Screentime?

Join Parentzone and Gambler’s Help for this interactive session focussing on the role of
gaming for young people covering:

- How to recognise and manage harmful gaming

- How to manage healthy screen time in your home.

Key Details:
Date: Monday 3 May
Time: 6-7.30pm

Location: Online (zoom)
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Cost: Free

To register head to: www.nillumbik.vic.gov.au/Events/Healthier-Gaming-and-Screen-

Time

This online parenting session is delivered by Nillumbik Shire Council and is suitable for

parents, carers and grandparents of children and teens.

Staff v Student Cricket - Day 2

Based on the Duckworth Lewis system, the staff won the staff v student cricket (clearly)
due to a rain delay.
So after 7.3 overs the staff were on 46 runs while at the same time the students were only

31.

Vale - Brooke Coskun

Over the April school holidays we had the very sad news that a former Viewbank College
student, Brooke Coskun, had passed away. Brooke had a long-term battle with cancer and
was a member of our current Year 12 cohort until she left to pursue VET and VCAL
courses. We would like to pass on our sincere condolences to Brooke's family and friends

on behalf of the College community.

Many students, staff and students have wonderful memories of Brooke’s warm smile and
passion for life. Brooke had a love of make-up and fashion and pursued these fields in
VET courses. Brooke endured health issues in her years at Viewbank but she did not let

these define her. Her life, passion, spirit and determination will be remembered by us all.
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The College will be contributing to fundraising for the Children’s Cancer Centres at the

Royal Children’s hospital as requested.

Principal Class Team

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal
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Senior School News

Senior School Updates

Senior School Team
We have recently welcomed Ross Pearson to the team as Genelle Lentini takes on

additional responsibilities as one of our Learning Specialists.

For parents and students, your first point of contact for support is your child's House
Leader:

Renea Betts - Head of House - Ignis and Hydra

Ross Pearson - Ignis House Leader

Amy McConnell - Hydra House Leader

Ruth Perkins - Head of House - Stella and Terra

Ben Ponte - Stella House Leader

Matthew Eardley - Terra House Leader

Fleur Lidyard - Senior School Assistant

VCAA GAT
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The VCAA General Achievement Test (GAT') is a very important part of the formal
assessment process will be undertaken by all students completing a Unit 3 & 4 subject in
2021 on Wednesday 9 June. Students are expected to be at school by 9:00AM.

For many students this is their first external examination and they need to be fully aware

of protocols and procedures.

The General Achievement Test (GAT) plays very important role in the assessment
process. If a student needs to apply for a Derived Examination Score the GAT is used in
determining this derived score, therefore it is important to score as high as possible on all
parts of the GAT. If students have done well on the GAT, then their achievements are

likely to be high in their school assessments and examinations.

Students will be briefed and receive more information on the GAT over the next few
weeks. Some helpful information is available on the 'How to Complete the GAT" page

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-achievement-

test/Pages/HowtoCompletethe GAT.aspx and we strongly encourage students to take

every opportunity to familiarise themselves with the format of the questions. Past papers

are available here https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/assessment/vce-assessment/general-

achievement-test/pastGAT /Pages/index.aspx

The Senior School Team
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Year 9 News

Year 9 Humanities elective ‘Should we save them?'

Students undertook inquiry projects investigating threats to ecosystem biodiversity.

Izzie wrote up a very detailed research report (see full report on below link)

and these are some of the artworks she created to illustrate it.

Ms Moss
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Sport News

and House Athletic Carnival News

Term 2 Sport Dates

Date

Monday 3rd May
Thursday 6th May
Tuesday 11th May
Thursday 27th May

Issue 6 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Event

House Athletics Carnival
Nillumbik/Banyule Division Athletics
Senior Round Robin

Year 8 Round Robin

House Athletics Carnival ~ Monday 3rd May (Rescheduled)

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/rM74ze5/preview/pdf
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The College will conduct its annual House Athletics Carnival on Monday 3rd May at
Doncaster Athletics Track (George Street Doncaster East) commencing at approximately

10.00am.

This is an outdoor event, so please ensure your child/children bring sunscreen and other
suitable sun protection, such as a hat, preferably in house colours, protective clothing and

plenty of fluids for the day.
The canteen will be closed on the day - please remember to BYO lunch!

All students are expected to attend the Carnival and be aware of the following
arrangements:
¢ Students will report to school by 9.00am, ready to leave by bus to Doncaster by
9.15am.
o All students are encouraged to wear their House colours to support their House.
e This is a school event so the Education Department Mobile Phone Policy applies.
At the conclusion of the day, approximately 2.15pm, students will board the buses and

return to school.

Programs for the day’s events will be available at the College Office soon.

Additional programs will be available through House Coordinators.

Please be advised that no body paint is to be worn ~ this is the bus company

directive.

Sport News

WOW! What a range of sports and successes we have had over the past few weeks!

Where to begin...

SWIMMING:

Congratulations to all our VBC swimmers who went to state last week.

Our swimmers were:
e Emi McCrohan (3rd in 50 butterfly and 50 freestyle)
e Cameron McLeod (3rd 50 butterfly, 2nd in 50 backstroke, 1st senior relay)
e Dylan Zipsin (100m butterlyfly 1st, 4th in 100 freestyles, 1st in senior relay)
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¢ Jannik Hyland (1st in 100 backstroke, 2nd in 50 butterfly, 2nd in 50 freestyle, 1st in
senior relay)
e Alex Chang (5th in 50 breaststroke, 7th in 50 freestyle, 7th in 50 backstroke)
e Kyle Yi Chang (1st senior relay).

Our 14 boys relay team also came 6th, and our 16 boys relay team also came 7th.

Volleyball

On the 23/04, the Intermediate Boys travelled to the Darebin Sports Centre where they
battled against other schools for the Volleyball title. Despite our valient efforts, the boys
fell short of the title, but definetly did their school proud. With 1 win under the belt, the
boys will be ready for future competitions where they will bring Viewbank a

championship ribbon.

Intermediate Baseball
On the 22/04, Intermediate Boys participated in the second round of Baseball where they
tried their best to achieve victory. Despite falling short, the boys put up an amazing fight,

and will return to the competition arena another time.

Softball

At the Northern Zone competition, our intermediate girls came runners up. This means
that they are also adding to the wall of rotating pennants in the gym foyer - this is always
worth a look to see how strong Viewbank’s sporting teams are, in a range of
competitions!

Tennis: Inter boys won their Northern Zone competition, which then puts them through

to the State Final! Excellent job!

This week we also had sports out across a range of divisions.

Intermediate Boys Soccer, Girls Netball and Boys/Girls Badminton all went out on
Wednesday and won through.

The Year 8 Boys Tennis also won their day and went through to State - we wish them well!
On Tuesday the Year 8 girls came runners up in Softball, and the boys team were

unfortunately beaten overall.
Oh, and have we spoken about our staff member Mr Luke Gazzola?

Mr Gazzola entered into the Victorian State Weightlifting Championships on the

weekend, in the 96kg weight division.
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After lifting 120kg in the snatch and 158 in clean and jerk, Mr. Gazzola went on to WIN
the competition, putting him as the current state champion for his age, and placed well
for his upcoming Australian Championships at the end of Term 3.

Watch this space!

And don’t forget about the Wilson sisters, Eva and Freya.

At the recent Nationals in Athletics, Eva came 5Sth in the U16 female hammer, while Freya
achieved 15th in U14 discus and 16th in U14 hammer.

These are amazing results when you think about how many people across Australia do

Athletics.

There are a few photos of the girls in action in this article, along with their coach Steve

Cain.

Won a state title? Even competed in something above and beyond normal club
competitions? WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT! Email your child’s results
(and photos!) through to either Mr. Gazzola or Mr. Purcell and we will get

them in the newsletter. Achievements should be shared!

Senior Tennis

Both the Senior Boys and Girls Tennis teams competed in the Northern Metro Region

Competition at Boroondara Tennis Centre in the final week of Term 1.
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The girls team consisted of Jennifer Ou, Emma Parfitt, Tarnie Jones, Sylvia Lai, Grace
Heaver. The girls were competitive in their pool, achieving runners up overall for the
competition.
The boys team consisted of Nicholas Jovanovski, Jai Vidinopoulos, Samuel Madrigale &
Chris Thorp. The boys were dominant in their pool, progressing to the finals. The team
defeated University High in the NMR final and will be moving through to the State
competition this term. Congratulations and good luck for the next round!

All students are commended on their efforts and teamwork on the day.

Ms McConnell
Coach

Intermediate Tennis

Viewbank’s Intermediate Tennis Teams for both Boys and Girls qualified for the Northern
Metro Regional stage of schools competition, which was held at Boroondara Tennis

Complex on 23rd April.

In the pool stage on the day, our Girls Team had two excellent victories over Mill Park
and Coburg, before a competitive loss against a very strong Lalor team, meaning that we
narrowly missed out on progressing to the regional final. A highlight of the day was Ann
Benny and Neha Hiremani’s thrilling victory in the last doubles of Match 2, which gave us
a victory over Coburg. Well done to all the team for qualifying for regionals and for the

excellent level of tennis they demonstrated throughout the day.

Intermediate Girls:
e Georgia Scrutton
e Asma Saly
e Clare Parfitt
¢ Neha Hiremani

e Ann Benny
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e Olivia Phillips
Our Boys Teams won their pool stage with convincing wins over Coburg and Epping. In
the regional final, the boys played the winner of the other pool, Princes Hill. Despite the
fact that several sets were extremely close, Viewbank managed to win the vital points and
remain composed in the important moments, leading to a comprehensive 6 sets to 0

victory. Congratulations to our Boys Team, who now proceed through to the State finals.

Intermediate Boys:
¢ Daniel Jovanovski

Roland Dicesare

Earl Dicesare

Nick Dafopoulos

Ziru Zhang

Mr Buttifant
Coach
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Music News

Music Camp

During the final week of Term 1, 70 music students attended Music Camp at Ferngully
Lodge in Healesville. The students from Junior Band, Junior Choir, Viewbank Voices and
Intermediate Band spent three days in intensive workshops where they worked on
developing their ensemble skills while learning new repertoire. It wasn’t all hard work
though, each night consisted of group activities including movies, trivia and very

enthusiastic karaoke!

Music Events

We have hit the ground running in Term 2 with a lunchtime concert in the J Block

courtyard featuring some of our Senior Rock Bands.

Kyle (Guitar), Dylan (Bass), Luke (Drums), Zoe (Backing vocals) performed 'Mexicola'
by Queens of the Stone Age.

Dylan (Bass and vocals), Luke (Drums) - played 'Temperature' by the Chats.

Dylan (Drums), Kyle (Guitar) — performed an original piece.

Leo (Trumpet, Glass bottle, Congas), Michael (Drums), Patrick (Bass), Noi (Guitar) -
performed Blues Jam
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On Saturday 1st May the VCE String Quartet will perform for the JagaJaga Community

Awards, and Mia Fatouros will lead the National Anthem.

The inaugural All-State Jazz Competition is being held at St Leonards College in
Brighton. The Ellington Stage Band and Chamber Choir will be competing in this event
which will be our first public performance since 2019.

We wish both ensembles a great competition weekend.

VIDEO - Chamber Choir rehearsal singing “The Days of Wine and Roses” and “I
Could Have Danced all Night”

Jazz Melbourne Youth Band

Jazz Melbourne Youth Band is a year long initiative that brings together students from
across Victoria and focuses on promoting Jazz education within Australia. Bands are
comprised of students aged 16 — 21 and perform multiple times throughout the year and
provided opportunities to develop their composition and arranging skills within the
bands culminating in a recording project and performance featuring four projects
throughout the year with 2 performances per project at the “Paris Cat” Jazz club. We are
very proud to congratulate Aaron Western (Year 10, Alto Saxophone) who completed a

rigorous audition process to be accepted into the Jazz Melbourne Youth Band for 2021.

Winter Music Festival

This year will see a change to our regular Concert schedule.
All ensemble students will perform in the Winter Music Festival, with two concerts being

held in early June. Stay tuned for more information.

Katrina Wellins & Tom Krieg
Heads of Music
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Library News

Announcing the Bookmark Competition Winners

Congratulations to Ermo H, Jade L, Athanasia P and Bernice N whose bookmark designs
have been chosen for our 2021 Library Bookmarks. Thank you to Ms Grimes, Ms
Feduniw and Ms Fischer who helped us with the very difficult task of judging designs. We
had a lot of entries this year and the standard was incredibly high. It was a pleasure to see
everyone's ideas - a big thank you to everyone that entered. The new bookmarks will be

available at the library desk next month!

New furniture in the Library

Come and check out some of the new furniture items in the Library.
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
support for completing your work in your
subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College
Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and
Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning
support and undertake independent or small
study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/rM74ze5/preview/pdf

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a
place when you could make a time in advance
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
space to undertake study or an opportunity to
receive support from teachers or peers will
attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr
Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events:

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further
information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19
parents involved in this last year who all highly
rated the experience! Some quotes from
parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
be more supportive and I was able to express
my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
and was able to listen to my child more
effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
shift could make such a positive impact’
‘Situations less prone to escalate and more
positive conversations with my teen which I
really enjoyed’.

‘T will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it".
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Issue 6 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

Please note: Due to current Covid-19
situation and to manage the number of people
in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an
appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)
These are items, activities or services that
Viewbank College deems essential to student
learning of the standard curriculum. They can
include additional materials for Arts, Science &
Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that
we strongly recommend families contribute to
however it is not compulsory to do so. The
College Magazine, camps, excursions and other
extra-curricular activities are included in this
category. Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

Voluntary Contributions
The College Council seeks your support with
the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/rM74ze5/preview/pdf
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and services provided at Viewbank College to
best support student learning. The amounts
allocated to these contributions within
Compass are recommendations by the College
Council to meet the budget requirements for
2019; however you may nominate any amount
against these contributions. This option may be
particularly beneficial when choosing to
support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and
presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;
homework club activities, peer support,
leadership and study skills programs; Compass
communication and learning resource platform;
additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Camps, Schools and Excursion Fund
(CSEF)

Financial Assistance - Information for Parents

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that
exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure
that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for
important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education
State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s

background and their outcomes.

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS

FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors.
Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach
teamwork, discipline and leadership. All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the
costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you
may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker
and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating

to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

The annual CSEF amount per student is:
e $125 for primary school students

e $225 for secondary school students
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HOW TO APPLY
New applicants should contact the school office to obtain a CSEF application form or
download from the website below.
If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year unless there has been a change in your family circumstances.
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have
occurred:

¢ new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.

¢ changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name,

concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

MORE INFORMATION
For more information about CSEF visit:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

or check with the school office if you are unsure.

A friendly reminder that if you have credit left over from 2020 to please contact me when

you would like to use if for any outstanding fees.

Kind regards

Marnie Wadsworth

accounts@viewbank.vic.edu.au
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Community News

Community News
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Learn English at

Thomastown West
Community Hub

Improve your English, make
new friends and learn more
about your local community.
This friendly and supportive
program will help local
residents build confidence in
written and spoken English
and engage in community
activity.Fridays, 9.30 am —
1.00 pm, 5 February — 25
June 2021,ongoing

enrolments accepted.

English Conversation at
Mernda Community
HouseThis friendly and
supportive program will help
local residents build
confidence in speaking,
listening, reading and writing
English. Online Thursdays,
9.30am—12.00pm 28 January
—24 June 2021, ongoing

enrolments accepted.

Work With WoodA friendly,

informal course for learning

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/rM74ze5/preview/pdf

more about woodworking or
improving your existing
woodworking skills and
knowledge.Undertake
individual or group
projects.Thursdays, 9.30am—
2.30pm, 22 April—24 June
2021, 10 sessions.

Ring PRACE on 9462 6077 or

visit our

website:https://prace.vic.edu.

au/

Diamond Valley
Athletics Club

The Diamond Valley Athletic
Club invites students - & their
parents - interested in a
season of Cross Country
running with Athletics
Victoria, to register their
interest with DVAC Registrar,
Lyn Davis on mob: 0409 005
406 or email:

ldavis_20@bigpond.com

Competition age groups for
girls and boys are Under 14,
Under 16, Under 18 and
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Under 20. As well, the
competition is available to
Open age, 40+ & 50+ age
categories. Training sessions
are conducted on Tuesday
and Thursday afternoons at
Willinda Park from 5:00pm as
well as on Saturday mornings.
The season of Cross Country
running with AV commences
on Saturday 1st May with
Cross Country relays at Jells
Park, Wheelers Hill. Junior
athletes run a distance of 3km
& senior athletes run legs of

6km.
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Come along to an
Information Session at
Willinda Park,
Greensborough from 5:00pm
on Thursday 22nd April 2021.
Meet with DVAC Coaches &
club representatives to find
out more about the season of
Cross Country running with
AV and training sessions.
Bring your running attire to

join in a training session.

The 2021 Winter season offers

a mixture of Cross Country &

Road running to cater for all

abilities.
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For further information,
contact DVAC Secretary, Max
Balchin on 0409 350 280 or
check the websites
valleyaths.org or

athsvic.org.au
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