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Viewbank College Pledge At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.   We pledge
to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive, positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives
for equity. We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience,
gender, sexuality, ability, age, culture and religion.  
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From the Principal Class

Dear Members of the Viewbank Community,

 

For the first two weeks of Term 2, we have been coming to grips with the challenges of

remote learning. For the most part, I believe the transition has been a success although

the goal posts keep changing!

In part, the success of the transition can be attributed to the dedication and hard work of

all of our staff - the committed teachers, our Education Support staff and the Leadership

Team.

We also want to acknowledge our students and families for their willingness to adapt and

try to make this a positive experience.  Our students have been getting on with their

learning under difficult circumstances.

We are constantly reviewing issues relating to screen time, workload and supporting

students with their learning and welcome your feedback.

We are still supporting onsite learning for those who are unable to work from home. If

your circumstances change and this becomes a necessity for you, please contact me at the

College.

ANZAC Day

I would love to be able to report on the wonderful event that would normally take place

at the beginning of term 2.  Our ANZAC Day ceremony is a highlight.  Our middle and

senior school leaders have put together a presentation and slideshow and I encourage all

students and families to follow the link on the next page and share in our

acknowledgement of the sacrifice made by our ANZACs over time.

From the Principal Class
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Year 6 to 7 Information Evening

We are also in the process of creating a virtual information evening for our prospective

new families. Anyone interested in attending should check the College website for more

information.

NBN Education Package

The NBN™ has recently announced a $150 million COVID-19 relief and assistance

package, which includes a range of initiatives to support the community during this

difficult time. Approximately $50 million will be directed to helping internet providers

support low-income households with school-aged children who do not currently have an

active NBN™ connection at home.

 

NBN Education Package:

Parents who meet the following criteria may be eligible for the NBN Education Package:

reside in an NBN serviced area

do not have an existing NBN service

have school aged children living at the residence

are in receipt of a Job Seeker Allowance or Family Tax Benefit

Accessing the Education Package

To date there have been two ISPs who have established this service for disadvantaged

families.

 

These providers are:

Superloop - https://www.superloop.com/education/.  This service can only be accessed

by the family.

Aussie Broadband - https://www.aussiebroadband.com.au/.  This service requires a

school to register interest before families can access.  It is expected that other ISPs will

offer similar packages over the coming weeks.

Please contact the College viewbank.co@education.vic.gov.au  if your family meets the

criteria and would like to apply for the NBN Service.

 

Any Associated Costs

If there are any charges for the education service, they are expected to be considerably

lower than normal internet access packages.  Families with unspent CSEF amounts are

able to use these funds to access an internet service, however further CSEF funding for

camps and excursions will not be available in 2020.
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Staff working from home/school

I miss being at school and seeing everyone which means that I’m always so excited to be able

to connect with students during online meet-ups and classes! This is certainly different but my

favourite part of my day is still working with my classes. My students have also been great in

helping me navigate and implement all of this new technology too!

 

At the start I did struggle with keeping track of bell times though so I’ve had to set alarms to

remind me when periods start and finish! This was a suggestion from my Year 7 students and

it’s definitely helped me out during the week!

Ms Pontes
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These photos show the Principal Class working hard, lightening the mood and trying

to beat the cold!

There is currently no heating in admin block!

Students learning/working from home

Ms Stray's Food Tech classes
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Anne-Marie (Year 11)

Callan (Year 8)

Jack (Year 9) 

 

Claire (Year 11), Reuben (Year 8) & Sarah

 

 

 

Learning from home diary entries

Time is really different these days. I am used to getting up and going to school but today we

have to socialise with technology and not socialising in real life. It is a bit sad since we can’t

often go outside just to play with friends.

After all I still get to see my friends online and my class mates online so it’s not all that bad. I

really thought that online classes would be more fun but it is actually just much more stressful

and tiring.

Tai 8F

                                                                                                                                                                           

                                        Wow, this is crazy. It's a tough time for everyone, with the COVID-19

breakout. Everyone in my house feels safe, though we are still very nervous. To pass the time,

we go outside and play, sometimes totem tennis or on the trampoline. My brother and I also

play video games, and I read a lot. Getting isolated or lockdown during these times is a great

way to understand hygiene and how to keep yourself healthy.  I miss a heap of things,

including going to school, because I get to see my friends or help out it the library. I also miss

being able to go out, even if it's just to go to the shops, because I loved to explore the books and

28/11/2025, 12:32 Issue 5 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/OJb7zWM/preview/pdf 7/23



see what's available. The people I'd like to see the most are Grandma, Papa and Baba. I wish

I could see them now, but unfortunately I can't because they're in lockdown. 

I hope they're ok and I also hope my friends are safe in this difficult time

Natasha  8F

# Food@Home101

Here’s a link to some tasty Canned recipes using Aussie Canned products

https://spc.com.au/recipes/

 

 

Stay safe, healthy and happy!

Principal Class Team
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ANZAC Day - 25th April

Dear Viewbank College Parents, Students and Teachers,

 

With the global pandemic keeping us isolated for Term 2, we unfortunately cannot

commemorate ANZAC Day as we normally would with an assembly. 

 

However, the Middle and Senior Years College Captains have created and collated some

ideas and reflections for you to share with your parents, siblings and relatives at home.

 

Tomorrow, we hope you and your families take the time to reflect on those servicemen

and women who fought for our country.

 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1BLKT4hqZ74R5QL8998NpUnPyK32Ds3SZS

7fz2YSNt0Q/edit?usp=sharing

 

Viewbank College 

Kate Butler, Darren Murray and Sue Calder

ANZAC Day
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Year 10 Work Experience - postponed

The Year 10 Work Experience Program has now been postponed until the week of

Monday November 30th to Friday Dec 4th.

Students who currently have work experience arrangements in place are able to attend

their placement unless notified otherwise. 

 

Wendy Peck

Work Experience Coordinator

Year 10 News
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STEAM Club

STEAM Futures Viewbank College  presents

‘Conversation with Felcity Furey SUPERSTAR of STEM’

Engineering the Unexpected

A foundation in science and maths and an engineering mindset can take you places you

never expected. From building Australia’s largest roads to starting and running four

successful businesses’ to learning how to fly a military fighter jet. It is an engineering

mindset that has powered Felicity to have an exciting and inspiring career.

 

In this engaging presentation, Felicity Furey will explore:

The creativity and innovation of a STEM mindset

What does it really take to be ‘good’ at maths and science – hint: you don’t need

to be the top of the class

STEAM News
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Myth busting STEM careers: where maths, science and engineering can really

take you

‘When will I ever learn this?!’ – when you will actually use that maths

 Felicity will share her journey from a self-confessed average student and maths ‘hater’ to

a maths lover and how she has had a successful career with a STEM mindset.

 

Felicity Furey

An award-winning business leader, engineer and entrepreneur, Felicity Furey has made a

career out of making the ‘impossible’, possible. Named Boss Magazine’s Young Executive

of The Year and one of AFR’s 100 Women of Influence by age 26, Felicity has led multi-

million dollar industrial projects across Australia, founded two successful businesses,

Power of Engineering and Machinam, secured partnerships with the likes of Qantas,

Toyota and Energy Australia, and mentored high-performing teams and equipped

current and emerging leaders across every industry with the skills they need to make an

impact and drive meaningful change. 

Click here for more information on Felicity.

 

ALL students invited to participate

Next Thursday

More information to register to follow soon
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Year 7 Reading Challenge

At the end of last term we launched our Year 7 Reading Challenge.  Each class has a jar

and students can earn tokens for their class for each book (or 5 graphic fiction books)

they read. The competition runs until CBCA’s book week (which has been postponed to

term 4 this year) and there are class and individual prizes to be won.

 

During remote learning, students can keep logging their books through Stile or by

emailing us (vbclibary@viewbank.vic.edu.au). We are missing seeing the Year 7s for their

library classes so it has been great to hear about what everyone has been reading!

Library News
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The library online

The library has a number of resources to support students while they are studying

remotely:

We are answering questions by email at vbclibrary@viewbank.vic.edu.au

The library website includes links to e-resources for study, and a guide to

developing effective research skills

The Keep Reading guide has information on finding e-books and audiobooks for

class and recreational reading (e.g. the Wheelers e-platform).

We’ll be using our library blog to share information about books and library

services and to create virtual displays. Our latest post has ideas for how to

commemorate Anzac Day this year.

Library borrowing and overdues

Due dates for books borrowed at the end of term 1 have been extended to 20 July, and

students will not receive overdue notices during term 2.

 

Chloe & Megan

Librarians
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ADF Families Update

Dear Families,

 

This term has presented some challenges for the entire College community with the onset

of Covid 19 and the need to remote learn.  Given the situation, the ADF student program

has needed to adapt to the changing circumstances.  So that you are clear about things

from both a welfare and learning perspective it is my intention to conduct video links to

all students in the program.  This will entail discussing with your sons and daughters their

academic progress along with any problems that they may be encountering with

accessing Technology, Teacher engagement and Welfare concerns.

 

I have created a TEAM site on Microsoft Teams, this has ideas about ANZAC Day given

the cancellation of planned events.  On this site students can access word puzzles and

study tips that may prove useful in isolation.

 

For any major concerns you can contact me via email or if it is something more external

you can contact Mrs Aileen Kris at Defence.  

 

Update for those families who have moved to Viewbank in the last 18 months and have

accessed tutoring.

Under current policy there are other options available for members currently approved

for face-to-face tutoring continuing lessons; extending their 18 month eligibility period

ADF News
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and accessing web-based tutoring services:

Face-to-face tuition also includes tutoring sessions provided via on-line video

conferencing applications such as skype, zoom etc.

 Face-to-face tutoring time limits can be extended.  If a member’s 18 month period

from the date their child commenced at the new school is due to expire within the

next 3 months, a 6 month extension is available. 

Members currently approved to receive face-to face tuition are able to switch to

web-based tuition, however any amounts paid for face-to-face sessions already

undertaken are subtracted from the maximum limits that may be reimbursed for

web-based tutoring.

The member may be paid for the cost of a subscription to a web-based tutoring

service but may not be paid for computer software or hardware costs or internet

access costs.

 

To request an extension; for more information on web-based tutoring or to enquire about

Education Assistance Scheme entitlements, please

contact education.supportprograms@defence.gov.au

 

 

Keep safe,

Regards

Michael Walton
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Tuning in to Teens

At this stage, this will still be running.  They plan on running it online.

 

Emotionally Intelligent Parenting

A six-session parenting program

for parents of adolescents aged from 10-16 years

 

Would you like to learn how to:

• be better at talking with your teen?

• be better at understanding your teen?

• help your teen learn to manage their emotions?

• help to prevent behaviour problems in your teen?

• teach your teen to deal with conflict?

 

Tuning in to Teens

shows you how to help your teen develop Emotional Intelligence.

 

Adolescents with higher Emotional Intelligence:

• are more aware, assertive and strong in situations of peer pressure

• have greater success with making friends and are more able to manage conflict with

peers

• are more able to cope when upset or angry

Tuning in to Teens
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• have fewer mental health and substance abuse difficulties

• have more stable & satisfying relationships as adults

• have greater career success –

• Emotional intelligence may be a better predictor of

academic and career success than IQ!

 

Where: Viewbank College

  Warren Road, Rosanna

When: Wednesdays 6 May - 10 June 2020

  7.00pm - 9.00pm

Cost: $160 / $240 couples for 6 x 2hr sessions

 

For all enquiries or to make a booking please call:

Kate Culy - 0404 042 789 or Jodie Harris - 0412 822 858

 

For more information visit

www.theparentingjourney.com.au

Or visit us on Facebook at Parenting Journey 
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CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions Funding)

Parents/Carers Financial Assistance available for Centrelink Health Care Card or

Pensioner Concession Card holders who have not already applied for the Camps, Sport

and Excursion in 2020 – please click here for further information.

 

Parents who have a health care card may be eligible for CSEF (Camps, Sports &

Excursions Funding). 

If you received CSEF last year at Viewbank College, you do not need to complete an

application. 

If you are new to the school or did not receive CSEF last year, you will need to submit an

application (attached) along with a copy of your Health Care card.

Please contact Marnie Wadsworth on 8458 2802 for any enquiries.

Understanding Parent Payments

There are three categories of Parent payments:

CSEF and Parent Payment Information

CSEF 2020 application form.pdf
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1. Essential Student Learning Items - These are items, activities or services that the

school deems essential to student learning of the standard curriculum and

includes any costs associated with Elective subjects

2. Optional Items - These are items, activities or services that are optional and are

offered in addition to the standard curriculum.  Students may access these on a

user-pays basis

3. Voluntary Financial Contributions -  These can include Building or Library fund

(Tax deductible),  Voluntary contributions for a specific purpose, such as

equipment, materials, services. General voluntary contributions.

Below is a detailed brochure:

Marnie Wadsworth

Accounts Receivable

Parent Payment Categories.pdf
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Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

next Friends of Health and Wellbeing meeting

next Tuesday the 24th April.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to esculate and more

positive coversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

General College Information
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Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

 

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

9464 7555

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9.30-

2 pm.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is run by Noone Imagewear (Stewarts of

Ivanhoe) and is currently not operating due to

the current COVID-19 situation.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount
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against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Community News

Community
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