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Viewbank College

Issue 5 - 05 May 2023
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.0l1pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNazRwJ/preview/pdf 2/23


http://www.viewbank.vic.edu.au/
https://www.viewbank.vic.edu.au/calendar-term-dates/

28/11/2025, 10:09 Issue 5 PDF Export - iNewsletter

2023 Term Dates
Term 2: Monday 24th April, 2023 - Friday 23rd June, 2023
Term 3: Monday 10th July, 2023 - Friday 15th September, 2023
Term 4: Monday 2nd October, 2023 - Wednesday 20th December, 2023 (tbc)

Student free days:  Friday 26th May - staff assessment, moderation and
feedback day

Friday 5th May

Smile Squad

Music Workshop Week

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Generations in Jazz

Saturday 6th May

Generations in Jazz

Sunday 7th May

Generations in Jazz

Monday 8th May
Smile Squad

Tuesday 9th May
Smile Squad
Senior Round Robin

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Wednesday 10th May

Smile Squad

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

School Council Sub-Committee Meetings 6pm

School Council Meeting 7pm
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Thursday 11th May
Smile Squad
Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Music Autumn Festival

Friday 12th May
Smile Squad

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Monday 15th May
Year 7 Camp Stella & Terra depart
Unit 1 & 3 VCE Performance Night SAC - tech run

Tuesday 16th May
Year 7 Camp

Y12 Latrobe University Presentation

Wednesday 17th May

Year 7 Camp Hydra & Ignis depart

Intermediate Round Robin

Unit 1 & 3 VCE Performance Night SAC - Dress run

Year 7 camp Stella & Terra return

Thursday 18th May
Year 7 Camp
Unit 1 & 3 VCE Performance Night SAC - Yr 11 & 12 Performances

Friday 19th May
Year 7 Camp Hydra & Ignis return
Unit 1 & 3 VCE Performance Night SAC - Yr 11 & 12 Performances

Monday 22nd May

Big Science Competition

Tuesday 23rd May
Girls Footy Day
Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Community Forum
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Wednesday 24th May

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Thursday 25th May

Year 7 Wearable Technology excursion

Friday 26th May
Student free day - Assessment, Moderation & feedback day

From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

We have had a positive start to the term, with students returning refreshed and ready to
engage with the academic and co-curricular program at the College.

We were very fortunate to be able to run the music camp at the end of term 1. Our staff
have been extraordinary in their support of the camps. We look forward to the Year 7
camp soon, the Year 9 LEAD program and Work Experience for Year 10 students.

Our second Student/Parent/Teacher meetings ran last week, and it was great to see so
many parents attend onsite. Building connections and having the community engaging
with the College is a priority and conferences provide meaningful feedback on student

progress.

Community Forum - Postponed - to be rescheduled in term 4
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On Tuesday May 23, Viewbank College is holding a Community Forum starting at
7.00pm.
The hot topic for the forum is “The Future of Education at Viewbank’. The Forum will
comprise table discussions about our overarching purpose as a learning environment in
an age of unprecedented disruption.
There will also be Q&A opportunity with the Principal panel.

If you wish to attend, bookings are available on Try Booking.

ANZAC Day

One of the wonderful traditions the College maintains is the ANZAC day
commemoration. The College ran two assemblies — a Senior and Middle Assembly. Our
student leaders did a wonderful job leading this assembly, and a number of students
spoke about their own families” experiences across a number of conflicts.

Special thanks to our local Member for Ivanhoe, the Honourable Anthony Carbines, for
his continued support of the commemoration and the laying of a wreath in memory of

those who served.

Facilities Update

We are continuing our efforts to improve the facilities at the College.

Our new VCE centre is progressing well. It is a modular building, and we expect it will be
delivered in July and hopefully ready by August for use.

We are hoping to get our walking trail started in June. This will take up to six weeks to
complete.

There are more plans, including further painting. We will start refurbishing the lunch box,
to make it a more amenable space for students to enjoy at breaks and as a study space.

Any donations to the building fund will be much appreciated and well used!

Middle School - House Leaders
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Please see attached document for Middle School House Leaders:

Senior School - House Leaders

Please see attached document for Senior School House Leaders:

Domain Leaders

Domain Leaders

English Fiona Ellis
Mathematics Julien Baggiere
Science Caitlin Vine
Humanities Matthew Eardley
Languages Chris Mertino
Performing Arts Tom Krieg

Visual Arts Steve Varley
Technologies Sonya Schurmann
Health & PE Darren Murray
Sport Ross Purcell & Luke Gazzola
STEAM Veena N

ResourceSmart Schools Awards 2023

We are proud to let you know that we have been nominated as a finalist in the Resouce
Smart Schools Awards.

"We received an extremely high volume of entries this year, a lot more than we’ve received in
recent years. We thank you for taking the time to enter and we look forward to celebrating

you and giving your school the public recognition it deserves.”

Please click here to see all finalists.
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Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Middle School News

Wearable Technologies

Wearable Technologies at Banyule Nillumbik Technical School - Year 7 Students

As part of the Art and Design program for all Year 7 students will have the opportunity to
spend the day at Banyule Nillumbik Tech School this term and participate in a one-day
masterclass on a wearable technology project that links to work in their Art and Design
subject. They will have access to specialist equipment to resolve design problems and
support from an expert team. We have a strong partnership with the Banyule Nillumbik
Tech School over many years and we trust this will be a fantastic learning opportunity for
your child. Students will meet on the allocated day shown below in front of the
Performing Arts Centre at Viewbank College for roll marking at 9am. They will travel via
private bus to and from the Tech school. They will be back at VBC by 3:15pm. Students
should wear full school uniform and bring their own snacks, lunch and a water bottle.
There is no payment required, however consent needs to be provided via Compass

For any issues regarding this excursion please contact your child’s Art and Design teacher

or email darren.murray@education.vic.gov.au
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7A - 3rd May
7H - 4th May
7C - 5th May
7E - 9th May
7D - 10th May
7G - 11th May
7B - 12th May
7] - 23rd May
7K - 24th May
7L - 25th May

Girls in STEM

To inspire young women to choose a career in STEM, the Bionics Institute has initiated a
program to inspire high school students to study science, technology, engineering or
mathematics at university. The Bionics Institute is a medical research institute focusing
on medical device development.

Four students met their mentor on May 3 and had a tour of the Bionics Institute Labs and
saw their projects along with meeting other distinguished Scientists. The students will
now work with their mentor on a project for the next 6 months and then present their

project at school
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Music News

Autumn Music Festival

Our Autumn Music Festival will involve all ensembles in a festival style program. The
event will run over two stages - PAC Stage and J Block Courtyard stage. Audience and
guests will be able to move freely between the two stage areas (just as you would at a
Festival). In case of inclement weather, the event will go ahead with a modified wet

weather format.
Date: Thursday 11th May, 2023 at 6pm

BBQ food sale begins at 5.30pm

Performances begin at 6.00pm
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**Ticket prices:
Adults $20
Child (Under 18 years) $15
Family (2 adults & 2 children) $60

VENUE:
Viewbank College Performing Arts Centre and J Block Courtyard stage
To book: https://www.trybooking.com/CHKDM

Raffle Prize Donations

FOPAVA are looking for donations from their major fundraising raffle to be held during

production week.
Could you or someone you know donate???
A product? A service? Accommodation? A Voucher?
General donations of prizes would also be greatly appreciated
(eg. Wine, candles, chocolates, gifts etc)

Please forward any donations the Admin Office by Wednesday July 19.

If you have any questions please contact Karen Howell on 0425 846 626.
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Library News

Bookmark Competition

Thank you so much to everyone who entered the Library Bookmark Competition this
year. Our judging panel was amazed by the talent and creativity shown by students and it
was harder than ever to narrow them down to only 4 bookmarks.

Big congratulations go to Ruslana T, Amelie W, Zoe W and Zac C whose designs were
selected to be professionally printed as the library bookmarks for 2023. They will be
available at the library desk later this term for borrowers to take away. We can’t wait to

see them in print!

Premiers’ Reading Challenge

The 2023 Premiers’ Reading Challenge is open -22 VBC students have joined the
challenge, and finished 155 books so far - wow! Students who join up earn housepoints as
well as being in the running for Reader of the week and Book Week prizes.

Our first 3 readers of the week were Ibrahim (for an enthusiastic start to the challenge),
Jade (for her engaging book reviews) and Adele (who impressed us with her wide reading
choices). Well done all!

PRC suggests you challenge yourself to read 15 books by September — but you can make
the challenge your own and set a goal that works for you. It's a fantastic way to get
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motivated, and studies show that more reading leads to better performance across ALL
subject areas. It also:
- Improves memory and concentration
- Increases empathy
- Expands your vocabulary
Joining the challenge gives you access to an online dashboard where you can record your
progress. For log-in details come and see Chloe or Jordan in the library or message us
@vbclibrary (MS Teams or email).

Here is a snapshot of some of the books our challengers have been enjoying.

Book Club

Book Club meets monthly in C6 - last month we discussed verse novels — novel length
narratives told through poetry — most book clubbers were new to verse novels but really
enjoyed them, finding the pacing made for an engaging read. Next month’s meeting will
be talking about dark academia (books set in schools or college where dark things
happen!) - readers will be sharing mood boards relating to their reading. New members

are always welcome to join!
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Sport News

National Athletics Competition

Over the holidays, Eva and Freya Wilson competed at the National Athletics competition
in Brisbane.

Eva achieved a new PB of 53.39m in Hammer for Under 18 (giving her 3rd) while Freya
launched the hammer 32.81m, placing her 16th in Under 16 - not bad for a kid who is

only 14!

A reminder that if you have any amazing news about how you competed at any level,

especially State or National comps, we would love to hear it!

Year 8 Girls Tennis
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Congratulations to Gemma Russo, Elsie Pullyblank, Kayla Brewerton and Maya Howorth
who represented the College at the Year 8 District Tennis competition. All of the girls are
commended for their efforts on the court, positive attitude and sportsmanship on the day.

Well done!

State Swimming Results

Flynn Zipsin - 50 breaststroke 8th
Alex Chang - 50 backstroke 6th

Cameron McLeod
-100 butterfly 2nd
-50 butterfly 3rd
-50 freestyle 2nd
-50 backstroke 3rd

Niklas Hyland
-100 backstroke 6th
-50 backstroke 2nd

Y8 Boys Tennis

The year 8 boys tennis team competed in the Northern Metro region finals event on
Monday May 1. The boys demonstrated great sportsmanship but unfortunately were

defeated on the day by Hume Anglican Grammar and University high School.
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Canteen News

Notification of Price Changes — 8th May 2023

Dear Families, Students and Staff,

We are writing to you advising that the canteen will be implementing price changes
across our menu, effective from 8th May 2023.

As you are no doubt aware there is continued pressure on all prices due to a 7.4% nation
wide inflation rate. Adding to the current inflationary issue we are also currently going
through a national hospitality industry labor shortage, which has resulted in a significant
increase of everyday business running expenses and wages.

We have absorbed many of these increases over the past 10 months and kept our prices
the same, but My School catering now has no choice but to pass on these increases to our
customers. We will be increasing all our prices by 8%-10% (Roughly 20-50 cents), to keep
in line with the national inflation rate.

We understand that these increases will place pressure on families but please be assured
your pricing remains very discounted. Please check out the budget section on our online
order system for discounted items.

We have included a new Term 2 2023 price list for your reference.
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We would like to thank all students, families, and staff for their ongoing support and
understanding. We hope to see you in our canteen soon.
Kind regards,
My School Catering
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

_ particular subject.
Students - how would you like to have the o o o
As this is a new initiative for the College it is

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
hoped that all students who would appreciate a

support for completing your work in your .

] space to undertake study or an opportunity to
subjects?
receive support from teachers or peers will
All students are invited to attend the College

attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Fairbrass, Ms Dey, Mr

Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

Library on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get
learning support and undertake independent or
small study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in
Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events, Term 2

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Belgravia (Buxwear) Uniforms
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Belgravia (Buxwear) Uniforms are the new dual
supplier of your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.30am - 2pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Policy

Curriculum Contributions

Voluntary financial contributions for
curriculum items and activities which the
school deems necessary for students to learn

the Curriculum.

Other Contributions
Voluntary financial contributions for non-
curriculum items and activities that relate to the

school's functions and objectives.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities
Items and activities that enhance or broaden the

schooling experience of students and are above
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and beyond what the school provides for free to
deliver the Curriculum. These are provided on

a user-pays basis.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund (CSEF) applications

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps
eligible families to cover the costs of school

trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession
card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a
special consideration category for asylum

seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $225 for eligible
secondary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions and sporting

activities for the benefit of your child.
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If you applied for CSEF through our school last

year, you do not need to complete an

application form this year, unless there has been
a change in your family circumstances.

If you would like to apply for the first time,
please contact the school office on 9458 2811
and ask for an application form or download the

form here.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?

In the past Building Fund donations have
supported various improvements throughout
the school such as the installation of
heating/cooling and upgrades to learning
spaces.

The College hopes to target these donations to
further develop our Centre of Innovation and
Excellence at Viewbank College where project-
based learning opportunities can be developed
by experimentation and creativity. The Centre
of Innovation and Excellence would be an
extension or refurbishment to the J Block to
increase the 21st Century learning space where
STEM subjects such as robotics,

aeromodelling, coding, 3D printing, and app
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development could be investigated by students by donating to the College Building Fund. All
in a hands-on environment. donations big or small are tax-deductible!
Another exciting opportunity is to develop a
VCE study centre, to provide the year 12
students with a purpose-built space to study,
gather and collaborate in their final year at the
College.
Click the Donate Now button above to make a
difference to the learning opportunities

available for the students at Viewbank College

Community News

Community News
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