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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Friday 24th May Student free day

Monday 10th June King's Birthday - Public Holiday

Friday 28th June End of term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

Bell Times

Time  

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.16am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.01pm Period 4

Important Dates
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Time  

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

 

2024 Term Dates

Term 1:  30th January - 28th March

Term 2: 15th April - 28th June

Term 3: 15th July - 20th September

Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

 

May

Monday 20th 

Debating 7pm

 

Tuesday 21st

Girls Footy Day

Year 10 Work Experience Information Session (Webex)

 

Thursday 23rd

Yr. 11 Presentation Ball Rehearsal 6.30pm

 

Friday 24th

Student free day

STEAM Futures Conference

 

Monday 27th 

VHAP Dance Incursion

 

Tuesday 28th

VCE PE V02 Max incursion

Yr. 11 Presentation Ball Rehearsal 6.30pm
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Thursday 30th

Year 8 Round Robin

Year 9 Duke of Ed Camp - depart 

 

Friday 31st

Yr. 11 Exam Info & English revision (P1)

Year 9 Duke of Ed Camp - return 

June

Monday 3rd

Year 8 Drama Class Production

 

Tuesday 4th 

Nillumbik/Banyule Cross Country

Year 10 Outdoor Ed Hardrock Rock Climbing excursion

Year 8 Drama Class Production

Second Hand Uniform Sale

Year 11 Presentation Ball Rehearsal 6.30pm @ Melrose

 

Wednesday 5th

Year 11 Presentation Ball Rehearsal 6.30pm @ Melrose

 

Friday 7th 

Year 11 Presentation Ball
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Dear Viewbank College Community, 

We are reaching the mid-point of term 2 and getting closer to the winter months. 

A couple of timely reminders that flu season has come early and Covid is still cycling

through the community. 

If your child is unwell and has cold/flu-like symptoms, please keep them at home.

As a College, we continue to keep in place safety measures such as sanitizer, air purifiers

and airflow in rooms, it is much harder to contain the spread of flu and Covid. 

I have added some more advice at the bottom of this report. 

 

This week has been Education week.

During this time, we want to acknowledge the work of all our teachers, school leaders

and our Education Support staff.

Education Support Staff Day (May 16) 

We have 28 Education Support staff at Viewbank College, who undertake a range of roles

in Administration, IT, International Students Program, Library, Careers, Art and Food

tech support, maintenance, and teacher aides. 

These staff make an enormous contribution to the lives of our young people and the work

of teachers in the College. Their efforts often go unrecognized. 

IDAHOBIT Day: 

From the Principal Class
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The College is committed to ensuring that our school is a respectful, safe and inclusive

place of learning for all of our students. 

Today, Friday 17th, we recognize the International Day against LGBTIQA+

discrimination (IDAHOBIT). 

This is to support lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans and gender diverse, intersex, queer,

questioning and asexual people in our community, in accordance with the Department of

Education’s equal opportunity and anti-discrimination policy and obligations to Child

Safety standards. 

We value diversity of all members of our community and uphold their rights regardless of

background, characteristics, or beliefs.  

As a College, we will continue to educate our students about acceptance, safety, respect

and inclusivity – all important parts of our pledge.  

For more information, refer to the IDAHOBIT website. 

If you have any queries, you can contact the department by email:

enquiries@education.vic.gov.au 

State Budget:

As you would have heard in the recent State Government budget, all families will receive

additional funds for uniform purchase and to cover the cost of excursions and camps. 

This funding will be processed through the College and not given directly to families.

There will be more information to come later in the year. 

With current economic conditions and a tightening of the State Budget, we continue to

wait for more funding to improve our facilities. 

In the meantime, we will look for opportunities to improve our buildings and grounds

through smaller projects. 

Thank you to all families who support the College Building Fund.

This allows us to continue to improve our environment. 

Your financial contributions to the College allow us to provide the high-quality

educational program that our students deserve. 

Autumn Festival:

The College celebrated our Autumn music festival last night. 

Yet again I am proud and excited about the quality of our music program and the

community engagement in the evening. 

A huge thanks to our music teachers who work incredibly hard to build the program and

the growth of our students. 
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See photos in the Music News. 

Stay well this winter: 

Symptoms of influenza (flu) can hit very quickly and may last several weeks. 

Vaccination is the best way to protect yourself and others from getting the flu. 

Keeping our school community well:

Parents, carers and students are encouraged to practice prevention measures, including: 

· washing and sanitising hands regularly 

· avoiding touching eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands 

· covering nose and mouth when coughing or sneezing · staying home if unwell and

consulting a general practitioner (GP) or Nurse-on-call as required 

· staying up to date with flu and COVID-19 vaccinations. 

 

Flu vaccinations: 

Flu vaccinations can be booked through GPs and pharmacies, many of which can also

provide COVID-19 vaccinations. 

Flu vaccination is recommended for everyone aged 6 months and over. 

Some people are more at risk of complications from flu and are eligible for free

vaccination as part of the National Immunisation Program. 

 

COVID-19 booster: 

The 2024 COVID-19 booster dose is available for everyone aged 18 and above. 

Getting your booster dose remains the best way to prevent severe illness or

hospitalisation, especially in people aged over 65 and those at higher risk of severe

illness. 

Children aged between 5 and 17 years who are at risk of severe illness can also receive a

2024 booster dose. 

You can get your next dose at your local pharmacy or GP. 

To find one near you, refer to the vaccine clinic finder. 

Find out more: 

For more information about preventing flu, and immunisation, refer to:

Better Health Channel influenza flu immunisation fact sheet · Getting vaccinated against

influenza. 
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Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

On Wednesday the 8th of May, 35 Year 9 and 10 girls attended the Future Women in

Trade expo at the Melbourne Convention centre. 

The day was organised by Ms Haines and Ms Vaina. 

Our Viewbank students got to experience some hands-on interactions with a wide variety

of trades such as electronics, welding, woodwork, bricklaying and high growth green

industries. 

As traditional gender roles in employment break down, there are opportunities for

women who have a passion for careers in trades to pursue them. 

This day was just the first step for many Viewbank students who may want to explore

careers, apprenticeships, work experience or traineeships in these industries. 

VCE is not the only pathway, and Viewbank College is determined to provide as much

information about future careers as possible. 

If you wish to discuss any career questions, please contact Ms Vaina or Ms Haines. 

Their offices are in the library, near the photocopier. 

 

Future Women In Trade Expo
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Sandra Vaina & Bronwyn Haines

Winners from Numeracy Challenge 1: 

Congratulations to: 

Jason Hao -7B 

Solution: A. 

The 2 dollars. it may seem not much, but it is more $20x7=$140 2+4+8+16+32+64=$254

so the 2 dollars is the answer. B. First, find 2 to the power of 30, which is just

1024x1024x1024 (because 1024 is 2 to the power of 10 and that 3 times multiplied

together is 2 to the power of 30.) The answer to that is 1,073,741,824. Then multiply that

by 2 because of the numbers before that. that equals 2,147,483,648. Finally, minus 2 which

will give you 2,147,483,646. (Which is the answer.) 

 

Emily Ding -8C 

Solution: A. 

I would rather be paid $2 for the first day and have your salary double every day for a

week because my pay would be (2+4+8+16+32+64+128=) $254 rather than (20x7=)$140.

Numeracy Challenge
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This way, I would make $114 more. b. n=initial amount x (2) ^number of days n=2x2^30

n=$2,147,483,648 You would've earned $2,147,483,648. 

 

Kudos to both the students. It was wonderful to see the thinking and reasoning behind

the solution. It was a good reinforcement that there are multiple ways to get to the

correct solution. 

 

Staff member mention: Lisa Hazelwood: She persevered till she got the correct solution.

 

Challenge 2: 

Use the link below to add your responses to the Numeracy Challenge No. 2

https://forms.office.com/r/5EJkKwLX2Q If 4 painters can paint 4 houses in 4 days.

Assume the painters cooperate efficiently. A) How long would it take for 1 painter to

paint 1 house? B) How many houses could 6 painters paint in 8 days?

 

Ritika Mahajan

Yeah 10 Charcoal Work.

Year 10 students have been developing and practicing understandings of chiaroscuro

through portraiture using charcoals.

Art News
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Top Designs Excursion Year 11 and 12.

The Year 11 and 12 Visual Communication Design students went to Melbourne Museum

on Friday 10th May. 

Students got to hear from design industry speakers Paola Di Trocchio, (curator of

Melbourne Fashion Festival) and Alice Oehr (Illustrator and Designer). 

They then explored the Top Designs exhibition - a selection of exceptional folios and final

presentations from 2023 students from across Victoria. 

The students were inspired by the creativity, design thinking and the professional

execution of the students design ideas.

The students were accompanied by David Creed, Eleanna Elliot and Sarah Cummins.
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Melbourne Writers Festival.

Year 10

On Monday 2nd May, Year 10 classes and 3 teachers met on the steps of the State Library

to attend the 2024 Writers’ Festival. 

We had a variety of writers discuss their inspirations, methods and approaches to

writing. 

They were Steve Mushi and Ultra wild, a creative graphic text, Astri Scholte and her

“Four Dead Queens’, Biffy James and Completely Normal (and other lies), and Mike

Lucas discussing Getting the Fright Right’ and the Horror genre. 

 

Following are some of our students comments: 

 

 

Melbourne Writers Festival

 "Personally, I found his (Steve Mush) ideas fascinating and entertaining to listen to

because he not only imagined what could be, but found out how it would work and

how to make it happen. He found a way to make flying bicycles work, and I thought

that was pretty cool".  (Leila) 

"The festival was quite enjoyable with many new ideas and concepts that was

introduced to the audience" (Leon) 

"Overall, it was a brilliant time where a lot of wisdom and experiences were shared

which has helped myself and likely others adapt in the way that I think and look at the

world and my life". (Anabella) 

28/11/2025, 09:52 Issue 5 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NQmD8gN/preview/pdf 15/28



 

 

 

 A good day was had by all and we look forward to next year’s offerings. 

Thanks, to Fiona Ellis and Shandelle Feduniw for their support. 

 

 Ms Stav Mouzakis 

 

Year 9

On Tuesday 7th Year 9 Enhanced English class attended the Melbourne Writers Festival

at the State Library. The students listened to talks from four writers about their craft.

Students also had the chance to meet the authors and have their books signed afterwards.

All enjoyed the experience of meeting ‘real life’ writers and reflected on how they could

apply their writing tips to their own creative pieces next term. 

 

 

"I found the final presenter the most intriguing as he gave us real tips on writing, so

even if we didn’t see writing as a career, we knew how to improve what we already

had". (Audrey) 

"Out of all the speakers I heard from, my favorite one was probably Mike Lucas, who’s

presentation was named “Getting the Fright Right”. I liked it because unlike the other

writers he clearly explained his genre and didn’t promote his book too much (Edwin) 

 ALSO: There was a lunch break in which I went a couple blocks up to get ramen, it

was delicious but very filling, I couldn't finish the dish it was that rich". J 

 ‘We got to learn about different writing styles and how creative thinking can be used

positively.’ ( Jack) 
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Thank you to Mr Hazelbank and Mr Adams who accompanied us on the day.  

Ms Byron 

Generations In Jazz

On Friday 4th May our Jazz performers headed to Mt Gambier for a weekend full of fun

and music. 

Our students performed to and listened to some of the best jazz musicians from around

the country. Congratulations to the students in the VBC Small Jazz Combo who placed

1st in there division. Well done students and staff.

‘The Melbourne Writers Festival was an eye-opening experience for all of us and

highlighted the amount of creativity that authors put into a novel.’ (Adam) 

Music News
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Congratulations to two of our students who have been selected for the division one

SUPERBAND. Super band members are the best of all the schools competing. We are

very proud of Hannah Haynes (Vocals) and Long Dinh (Flute) well done to you both. 

Autumn Music Festival 

Congratulations to our Music students for a fabulous night of entertainment at the

Autumn Night Festival. 

The students were very well prepped and prepared by our awesome instrumental music

team.

Special thanks to Tom Krieg and Emily Palekis for bringing it all together.

Ticket sales from the Autumn Music Festival and other celebrations of musical talent help

to ensure the music program thrives via the purchase of new instruments and required

musical supplies.  

Thank-you to all FOPA members, parents and staff who contributed to running of the

BBQ and to those who enjoyed a sausage or veggie burger on the evening. 

Every little bit counts and we appreciate your support. 

 

If you are interested in joining our parent group (Friends of Performing Arts - FOPA) and

assisting to support music and performing arts events at Viewbank College please contact

Emma Ford (emma.ford@education.vic.gov.au).  
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VCE Theatre Studies:  Clue 

Congratulations to the company of Clue: On stage, with over 300 attendees across two

nights.

Reviews for this laugh out loud farce were overwhelmingly positive. 

We are so proud of everyone involved who worked tirelessly to mount this incredible

performance for our community. 

Theatre Studies News
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Sports Action

Over the past few weeks we have had quiet a bit of school sport representation for the

college. Please see below the outcomes of some events.  

 

Year 7 Girls Softball are off to State Finals

Year 7 girls attended Aitken Hill Rec Reserve, Craigieburn on Wednesday 1st May to

compete in the school softball. The girls had a great day out winning all games. 

They will now progress on to the State Final on November 14th

Sports News 

28/11/2025, 09:52 Issue 5 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NQmD8gN/preview/pdf 20/28



Year 7 Boys & Girls Tennis

On Friday 3rd May Year 7 boys and girls represented our college at tennis at Hume tennis

and community center.

The boys just missed out on the finals and the girls had a great day out. 

Thank you to all involved.

Senior Boys Soccer Team

Our senior boys soccer team are undefeated!! 

On Tuesday 7th May our senior boys headed down to Banyule flats for the soccer

competition. The lads had a great day and came away undefeated. Congratulations to all

involved.

The next round will be July 30th at Darebin Sports Stadium. 

Senior Girls Netball 
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Our senior girls netball headed off to Millum Millum Stadium on Tuesday 7th May to play

a quick 3 games. They have now advance to the next round as they were undefeated in all

games. Well done to Maddie, Libby and girls on an awesome effort. 

Year 9 & 10 Badminton

On Thursday 16th May our year 9 & 10 headed to Montmorency Secondary College for

badminton. 

We came away winners so now progressing to the next level. 

Well done to all involved. 
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain

support for completing your work in your

subjects?

All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the

College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to

the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm

to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to

support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance

to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is

hoped that all students who would appreciate a

space to undertake study or an opportunity to

receive support from teachers or peers will

attend - you will be made most welcome.

General College Information

28/11/2025, 09:52 Issue 5 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NQmD8gN/preview/pdf 23/28



Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

 

Bob Stewart

Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

 

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

 

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity

to sincerely thank those families who have

already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

 

How will your donation assist the College?

The College has a Master Plan for building

works with the focus on creating more usable

spaces for our students.  Your generous

donation will contribute greatly to this.In the

past Building Fund donations have supported

various improvements throughout the school

such as the installation of heating/cooling,

external painting and upgrades to learning

spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the

development of our VCE Study Centre, to

provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-

built space to study, gather and collaborate in

their final year at the College. 

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if

you would like to take the opportunity to make

a taxable deduction donation to our Building

Fund, please click the Donate Now button

below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible! 
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CSEF 2024 - Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund

To be eligible for CSEF you need to have a current Centrelink pensioner concession or

Health Care Card.  Please see the link below for further information. 

The CSEF program for 2024 closes at the end of term two 2024 (28th June)

 

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet

at home 

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to

provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged

students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

 

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more

likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn

how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

 

Eligibility

Financial support for Families

CSEF Application form 2024.docx
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To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a

mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

* live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard

connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

 

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year

with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each

internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may

involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The

initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your

household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen

provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by

your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

 

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a

participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal

information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see

the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au 
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  .au 
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Sewing machines

Needed!

If you happen to have an old

sewing machine gathering

dust why not donate it to the

school! We are looking for any

working machines that we can

then use in our junior art and

technology classes. Any

machine of any age (within

reason) with working

components would accept

with vigour and much

gratitude! All donations can

be dropped at the admin! 

Warm thanks from our happy

haberdashers. 
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