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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Bell Times

Time  

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.15am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

Important Dates
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Monday 22nd March

Dental Health Van visit

Study Hall (Homework club for students) in the Library 3.30pm-4.30pm

VCE Soiree 7pm

Tuesday 23rd March

House Athletics Carnival

Friends of Visual Arts and Performing Arts (FOPAVA) Meeting 7pm

Wednesday 24th March

NMR Swimming (Watermarc)

Dental Health Van visit

Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Excursion

Strategic Planning Committee Meeting 7pm

Thursday 25th March

Dental Health Van visit

Study Hall (Homework club for students) in the Library 3.30pm-5pm

Education and Wellbeing Committee Meeting 7pm

Friday 26th March

Dental Health Van visit

Monday 29th March

Senior Boys Tennis

Senior Girls Volleyball

Study Hall (Homework club for students) in the Library 3.30pm-4.30pm

Year 10 (2021) Central Australia Camp Information evening 6.30pm (PAC)

Tuesday 30th March

Out of Uniform Day - gold coin collection

Music Camp - depart

Staff v Student Cricket day 1

Middle School - Ignis House Picnic

Wednesday 31st March

Music Camp

Year 7 Immunisation

Staff v Student Cricket day 2

College Council Annual General Meeting (AGM) 6.30pm

Thursday 1st April

Year 12 Studio Arts class - excursion to NGV Top Arts

Music Camp - return
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End of Term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

 

2021 Term Dates

Term 1:  Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December

 

Dear Viewbank Community,

 

The last two weeks have been incredibly busy, with activities and events in full swing and

students actively engaged in the learning program.

You will be able to read further in the newsletter, but we have had a number of sporting

events and successes; house picnics; Achieve Fest with our Year 10 students and a

presentation from Heidelberg Police on safe partying.

From the Principal Class
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The police presentation was incredibly timely, given the media attention to the issues

around consent and disrespectful behaviours to women displayed predominately by male

youth.  This is an issue that we continue to address and educate all of our students about

through their Health Education and the Respectful Relationships program.  We see this as

a community responsibility and challenge all members of our community to call out any

disrespectful behaviours or attitudes towards women, minority groups and individuals in

general.

Child Safety is the number one priority.  We want to remind all members of our

community of the support available to students at the College through our Wellbeing

Team and House Leaders if they have concerns they wish to address.  Listed at the

bottom of this report are some other organisations that are available to support young

people and families.

College Tours

We have started College tours for prospective parents and students.  It is lovely to have

visitors back onsite.  So far, they have been able to witness our College in full swing, with

students actively engaged in the learning program.

Interim Reporting

Staff are currently completing interim reports.  We have Student/Parent/Teacher

conferences locked in for April 21 and April 29 (first two weeks after the holidays). 

Please keep these dates free.  We are very much looking forward to meeting onsite with

parents and sharing feedback about your student’s learning progress.  More information

about the Compass Conference booking process and when it opens will be sent out

shortly.

 

LifeLine (24/7)

13 11 14
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lifeline.org.au

 

BeyondBlue (24/7)

1300 224 636

beyondblue.org.au

 

Kids Helpline (24/7)

1800 551 800

kidshelpline.com.au

 

Headspace Greensborough

03 9433 7200

headspace.org.au

 

Northern CASA

03 9496 2240

www.austin.org.au/northerncasa

Dress Code Update

The new Viewbank College Beanies are now for sale at our Uniform suppliers! 

Get ready for winter and keep warm with the Dress Code endorsed beanie.

The new house scarves are coming soon!

 

 

    Principal Class Team 

Sharon Grimes, Principal

John Munro, Assistant Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
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Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal

House Middle School assemblies were held this week during Tuesday's Launch session

followed by a launch activity session. 

This was the first time that each House was able to collectively meet together in person.

Students and teachers were excited to have the chance to meet together and build House

pride.

This also gave the opportunity to formally present student House captains to the House,

to promote our upcoming Athletics Day and practice House chants in preparation. 

We are looking forward to seeing students wearing their House colours next Tuesday for

Athletics Day and participating.

Ignis News

Middle School News
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Ignis Launch - Tuesday 16th March

Terra News

Terra House Captains

Terra House Captains were presented at Launch on Tuesday:

Year 7 Terra captain - Sofia Walton

Year 8 Terra captain - Zoe Bastian

Year 9 Terra captain - Alexandra Dyall

Year 10 Terra captain - Nathanael Herrington

Year 12 Terra Captain - Renee Daaboul
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Theatre Studies News
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Top Class Excursion 

 Curtains rise again in Melbourne, as the state’s top VCE Drama and Theatre Students

share their solo and monologue performance exam in the iconic Playhouse Theatre at

Arts Centre Melbourne. 

All students involved in the Top Class Drama and Theatre Studies concerts received full

marks for their examination and were selected to audition for the prestigious showcase. 

 

Among the performers, Viewbank 2020 graduate, Epiphany Kiriakidis, tread the boards

and wowed the state with her performance called “The Eco Warrior”.  Her performance

skills shined on the stage to rave reviews! VCE Drama Chief Assessor, Bromwyn Egan,

highlighted that her solo performance was a spectacular example of how to show a story

using an actor’s skills in sound and movement, rather than telling the audience the story

using dialogue – a difficult skill to master!   

The 2021 VCE Theatre Studies class were privileged to hear from the chief assessor of

Theatre Studies and see 12 outstanding examples on how to tackle the daunting

monologue examination later this year. A truly Top Class day!  

Genelle Lentini
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Year 10 Outdoor Education Surf Day

On Thursday 11th March we traveled down to Ocean Grove to participate in a surfing

lesson.  Before we hit the water, we learned a little more about RIPS and other dangers in

the water.  When we were in the water, we all tried hard to stand up and ride the waves.

The waves were fun and by the end of the session, we were all able to stand up.

Everybody had a great day and it was fun to put our knowledge about the ocean into

practice.

Year 10 Outdoor Ed News
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Food News...

Great things have been happening in the Food Department over the past fortnight.

Students have been using Local Seasonal ingredients to create amazing designs. 

 

Our Year 8’s have been Breaking the Fast and producing the most professional and

healthy breakfasts.

 

Excellent Teamwork and Fun Challenges have been happening.

 

 

Linda Robertson

Food Tech

Food Technology News
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Music News

2021 is shaping up to be an exciting year!  We would like to welcome all of your new Year

7 students to the program.  Lessons have now resumed across all year levels and

ensembles are back into full swing.  Ensembles and Lessons should be showing on

Compass.  

 

A reminder that the Instrumental Music Timetable runs slightly differently to regular

class times.  Students should check Compass for lesson times each week.

 

Please note:

Instrumental Session 1 begins at 8.45am – Please check Compass for class times.

 

For anyone interested in learning an instrument we have a limited number of vacancies in

Voice, Flute, Strings & Brass.  For other instruments we will be maintaining a waiting

list, to register your interest please see Mr Krieg or Ms Wellins in the Performing Arts

Staffroom.

 

Music Club – runs during Break 1 on Tuesday and Thursday in G12.  If you are keen to

learn a little bit more about writing music and playing in a band we would love to see you!

 

Choirs – we have a vibrant choral program in the College and all students are encouraged

to come and take part.  Junior Choir (Years 7 & 8) rehearse on Thursday during Break 1,

and Viewbank Voices (Years 9 to 12) rehearse on Thursday mornings 7:45am – 8:45am.

If you are interested in being involved please see Ms Wellins in the Performing Arts Staff

Room.

Music News
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Katrina Wellins & Tom Krieg

Term 1 Sport Dates

Date Event

Tuesday 23rd March House Athletics Carnival

Wednesday 24th March NMR Swimming (Watermarc)

Year 7 Volleyball

Well done to our Year 7 Boys and Year 7 Girls Volleyball teams were both undefeated and

both teams go through to the next round.  

Sport News
and House Athletic Carnival News
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Sports News

Over the past two weeks, we have had a number of sports events happen. 

 

Let’s recap them…

Senior boys cricket - played in the Northern Zone round robin but were unfortunately

knocked out in the first round by Epping.  Set a target of 141 off 12 overs it was always

going to be a big ask, but could only manage 86.

 

Intermediate boys cricket - won through the NZ round robin with some massive

highlights.  Playing at Donath Reserve, against Mernda we made 104 with Leo Dench

hitting a 6 that cleared the fence.  In game  2 we made 120 off 12 overs, and won this game

as well.  In the final round, we made 125 against Northcote, with an opening ball wicket

by Alex Campbell, caught by Captain Dench.  Northcote went on to be bowled out for 76.

 This then progressed us to the next round, the NZ final (1 step back from state finals).

 Unfortunately in a game of 20/20 Aitken College managed to get up, and we could only

manage 73 on a bowlers’ wicket.  Aitken made 84, so we were right there, but it wasn’t

our day.  

However, that’s sport sometimes - you can be top of the world one minute, and then

down in the dumps the next.

 

If you’ve been following the Wilson sisters (Eva and Freya), Eva got into State

Competitions for Discus, Shot Put, Javelin and the Relay.  The competition is in a few

weeks for this level, and then nationals after that.  Fingers crossed for the girls!
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Speaking of Nationals, over the Labour Day weekend staff member Ross Purcell

competed in the F16 national sailing championships at Frankston Yacht Club.

Competing in everything ranging from 5 knots and flat water to 25 knots and 2.5 metre

waves (the toughest conditions he has have ever sailed in), Ross went on to win the

National Championship.  This is the second time Ross has done this, successfully

defending his previous national title.  F16 Catamarans are 2.5m wide, 5m long, able to be

sailed with one or two people, and can easily reach speeds of above 20 knots across the

water (40-45km/h). Some photos are shown below. A huge congratulations to Ross!!

Victorian Age LC Championships

Recently Jannik, Hanna and Niklas Hyland competed at the Victorian Age LC

Championships.  Amongst a number of other achievements, Jannik achieved 4 national

qualifying times for the 2021 Australian Age Swimming Championships held in April on

the Gold Coast, PLUS he also qualified for the Australian OLYMPIC SWIMMING

TRIALS in June in Adelaide, and achieved his first open time for the Australian Swim

Championships.

We wish him well!
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House Athletics Carnival ~ Tuesday 23rd March

The College will conduct its annual House Athletics Carnival on Tuesday 23rd March at

Doncaster Athletics Track (George Street Doncaster East) commencing at approximately

10.00am.

 

This is an outdoor event, so please ensure your child/children bring sunscreen and other

suitable sun protection, such as a hat, preferably in house colours, protective clothing and

plenty of fluids for the day.

 

The canteen will be closed on the day - please remember to BYO lunch!.

 

All students are expected to attend the Carnival and be aware of the following

arrangements:

Students will report to school by 9.00am, ready to leave by bus to Doncaster by

9.15am.

All students are encouraged to wear their House colours to support their House.

This is a school event so the Education Department Mobile Phone Policy applies.

At the conclusion of the day, approximately 2.15pm, students will board the buses and

return to school.

 

Programs for the day’s events will be available at the College Office soon.

Additional programs will be available through House Coordinators.
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Please be advised that no body paint is to be worn ~ this is the bus company directive.

 

Luke Gazzola & Ross Purcell​

Sport Managers
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STEAM Club

Students participating in STEAM Club this week.

STEAM News
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Veena Nair

Students across Years 7-12 have been heavily involved in the Viewbank College lunchtime

activities community. 

Students have participated in all sorts of clubs ranging from science to art & food.

Some Year 7 students have written some reviews on their favorite clubs!

 

Zara

Bits & Bobs Club

 

Lunchtime Events & Activities

Ever since I joined Bits & Bobs Club it's been one great break after another. Everyone

is just so kind and outgoing, I look forward to my Tuesdays and Thursdays. I also love

the amount of choice you have, for example, you can choose to do painting squishes or

make some fun jewellery, it is also an awesome place to calm down and relax. I am

really glad that I found out about Bits & Bobs Club.

It is just a really great experience.

Food for Fun club was as you can see very fun!  It taught us ways to whip up fun and

easy recipes everyone can try at home while also learning new things!  The food was

delicious and I can't wait to taste the wonderful foods in the upcoming weeks!  I
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Tahlia

Food Fun Club

 

Naomi 

Food Fun Club

 

Thank you to these students for their great insightful reviews!

 

Jack Carter & Linda Robertson

Lunchtime Events & Activities Coordinators

personally love to cook at home and this opportunity was very helpful because now I

can make these easy treats at home and teach them to my family! The students in the

club are friendly and inclusive which makes you feel very welcomed.  I highly

encourage everyone to bring a friend, come on the 26th of March to J3 and have a go

at making some of these yummy foods!

Food club is an awesome place to meet people and eat food.  I really enjoy cooking

with Mrs Robinson and sous chef Jack.  When we made dumplings, they were

awesome (not as good as my mums though! Oh well). And I usually don’t like hummus

but when we made it at Food club, it tasted great!  I don’t know what it is, I think food

is better there.  We also had meringues made out of aquafaba (the juice from chickpea

tins!) and they tasted awesome.  I really love this club!!
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Financial Assistance - Information for Parents

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that

exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure

that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for

important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education

State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s

background and their outcomes.

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS     

FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors.

Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach

teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the

costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you

may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker

and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating

to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

$125 for primary school students

$225 for secondary school students

Camps, Schools and Excursion Fund
(CSEF)
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HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school office to   obtain a CSEF application form or

download from the website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an

application form this year unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have

occurred:

new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.

changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name,

concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

or check with the school office if you are unsure.

 

A friendly reminder that if you have credit left over from 2020 to please contact me when

you would like to use if for any outstanding fees.

 

Kind regards

 

Marnie Wadsworth

accounts@viewbank.vic.edu.au
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain

support for completing your work in your

subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College

Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and

Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning

support and undertake independent or small

study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to

support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance

to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is

hoped that all students who would appreciate a

space to undertake study or an opportunity to

receive support from teachers or peers will

attend - you will be made most welcome.

Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr

Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

General College Information
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule

of events:

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.

Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to escalate and more

positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

2021 Lunchtime Activities Term
1 (1).docx - final .pdf
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount

against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

Community News
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