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Viewbank College

Issue 4 - 06 May 2022
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.

In this issue

Important Dates Sport News
From the Principal Class Lunchtime Events & Activities News - Term 2
Middle School News General College Information
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Community News

Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.15am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar
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The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2022 Term Dates
Term 1: Monday 31st January, 2022 - Friday 8th April, 2022
Term 2: Tuesday 26th April, 2022 - Friday 24th June, 2022
Term 3: Monday 11th July, 2022 - Friday 16th September, 2022
Term 4: Monday 3rd October - Tuesday 20th December, 2022

Student free day - Friday 27th May, 2022 - Staff PD Day

Friday 6th May

Jazz Camp

Saturday 7th May
Jazz Camp

Sunday 8th May
Jazz Camp

Tuesday 10th May
NAPLAN (Year 7 & 9)

Senior Round Robin

Wednesday 11th May
NAPLAN (Year 7 & 9)
Year 10 Outdoor Ed class - overnight hike

Second Hand Uniform Sale 4pm - 6pm - bookings essential

Thursday 12th May
NAPLAN (Year 7 & 9)
Year 10 Outdoor Ed class - overnight hike

Friday 13th May
NAPLAN (Year 7 & 9)
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Saturday 14th May
All State Jazz Festival

Tuesday 17th May
Finance Meeting 6pm

School Council Meeting 7pm

Wednesday 18th May
Intermediate Round Robin

Friends of Health and Wellbeing (FOHAWB) Meeting 6.30pm

Thursday 19th May
Top Design & Architecture Walk

Monday 23rd May
Middle School Cyber Safety Project - online 7.30pm

Friday 27th May
Student Free Day - staff PD day

Tuesday 31st May

Year 9D Food Lab excursion
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

We have had a positive start to the term, with students returning refreshed and ready to
engage with the academic and co-curricular program at the College.

I recognise the ongoing disruption caused by Covid and continue to rely on your support
to ensure students test and remain in isolation if they get a positive result.

Our House Leaders are more than happy to communicate with you and support your

student’s learning whilst away.

We were very fortunate to be able to run a significant camping program at the end of
Term 1.

Our staff have been extraordinary in their support of the camps.

They have shown incredible commitment to ensuring students in Year 7, the Central

Camp and the Music camp had the best experience under difficult circumstances.

It was also wonderful to see so many parents attend Parent/Student/Teacher conferences
onsite during these first two weeks of term. Rebuilding those connections and having the
community engaging with the College is a priority for this year after two very difficult

Covid years. This is an important part of our culture at the College.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6M1XZdJ/preview/pdf 5/23



28/11/2025, 11:18 Issue 4 PDF Export - iNewsletter
Some students are still building back after two disrupted years, both in terms of their
social and academic learning and their learning routines.
We ask that parents continue to support teachers and students by taking an interest in
their learning, encouraging their work habits, and providing them with a space to study

where possible.

ANZAC Day

One of the wonderful traditions the College maintains is the ANZAC Day
commemoration. The College ran two assemblies — a Senior and Middle Assembly.
Our student leaders did a wonderful job leading this assembly, with addresses by Troy
Ferreira and Madison Adams. Madison spoke about her great, great Grandfather, who
served during WW2 and returned home.

Special thanks to our local Member for Ivanhoe, the Honourable Anthony Carbines, for
his continued support of the commemoration and the laying of a wreath in memory of

those who served.

Facilities update

We are continuing our efforts to improve the facilities at the College.

Painting continues, and over the holidays the administration block was completed.
Further painting works will happen next holidays, with the Library block getting a
‘freshen up’.

I am also happy to announce that the College received $495,000 in the May State budget
to refurbish some of the toilet blocks. This is long overdue and something we have been
seeking for some time. We wait on the Schools Building Authority to provide a timeline

for these events.

NAPLAN

The 2022 NAPLAN online testing will commence next week and scheduled as follows:

e Tuesday 10 May - Reading
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e Wednesday 11 May - Writing
e Thursday 12 May - Language
e Friday 13 - Numeracy
Tests will be held Period 2 for Year 7 students & Period 3 for Year 9 students, with catch-

up tests held on Monday 16 & Tuesday 17 May.

Please see below NAPLAN - information for parents and carers for further information.

New Staff

The impacts of staffing shortages continue, and we are working to try and maintain as
much continuity as we can. We have had a few staff take leave for the term and so we do

have some new staff at Viewbank College.

We would like to welcome:
e Charis Ooi - Maths/Science
e Marian Gerguis - Maths
e Francis Chen - Humanities
e James Paraskeva — Maths/Science
e Rowan Anderson — Humanities
e Isaac Duan - Physics/Maths
¢ Chanel Keane - Welfare
e Emily Furlong - Music
e Paul Van Ross - Music

Jeffrey Chau - Tutor (Maths)

House Beanies and Scarves

The new Viewbank College beanies and scarves (beanies modelled by our 2021 School
Captains and scarves modelled by our Principal class) are now for sale at our Uniform
suppliers!

Get ready for winter and keep warm with the Dress Code endorsed scarf.
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Second Hand Uniform Sale - Sustainability Project

The student leadership team has continued to gain donations of second-hand uniform and
stopped mountains of usable clothing from ending up in land fill!

This is a great opportunity to top up on items or to get extra layers to keep warm for

winter - all at discount prices.

The leadership team will use money raised, by selling this uniform, to support Friends of

Health and Wellbeing projects in 2022.
We will have an after school second hand uniform stall on:
Wednesday 11th May from 4pm - 6pm
in Room R12 and R13 (near the IT office)

at Viewbank College.

Bookings are essential.

When booking, please only book one ticket per family. To book click here.

Payment: Card Only (Cashless)

We have many items of shorts, shirts, blazers, dresses, jumpers and pants.

We have only very limited number of soft-shell jackets ,spray jackets and PE uniform.
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Fran Crescent water maintenance works - Tuesday 3rd May -
Friday 27th May, 2022

We have been advised by Yarra Valley Water that they will be doing maintenance works in
Fran Crescent from Tuesday 3rd May for 3 weeks and have asked us to communicate to
staff and families not to drive through or park there.

Please find alternate drop off and collection points during this time.

Any concerns, please contact Yarra Valley Water directly.

Sharon Grimes, Principal
Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Anna Crosswhite, Acting Assistant Principal

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6M1XZdJ/preview/pdf 9/23



28/11/2025, 11:18

Issue 4 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Middle School News

Central Australia Camp

Our trip to Alice Springs/Uluru was great!

We visited many remarkable places such as, Standley chasm, a women’s museum and
jail, the Royal Flying Doctor Service (R.F.D.S), Kings Canyon and Uluru.

We also got to visit two indigenous communities, one at Standley Chasm and one at
Kings Canyon.

We got to experience welcome to country, cooking and eating kangaroo tail as well as
indigenous painting.

Aside from our fear of getting covid it was perfect, and the views were gorgeous. We
were lucky to experience some nice warm sunny days, and a lot of red dirt.

A once in a lifetime opportunity and we would definitely recommend to future year
levels.

When we were finally ready to go home, our flight (supposedly at 1pm) was delayed
multiple times and then cancelled.

It wasn’t until 11:30pm did we take off from Uluru airport.

Though some sanity was lost in the 12 hours of waiting it was a great trip overall.

Ally & Danielle
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Cyber Safety Live - Parent Event

Dear Parents/Carers,

On Monday the 23rd of May at 7:30pm, the Cyber Safety Project will be hosting a live
webinar for the parents and guardians of Viewbank College.

For young people today, growing up digital is a whole new world.

Learning safe practices and strategies for maintaining a positive digital reputation starts in
the home.

Building a positive and healthy family environment where digital use is encouraged, but
managed effectively, can be a tough balance.

This session aims at providing parents and guardians with insights and important
information about popular social networking and gaming platforms trends.

The presenters will discuss ways to ensure children remain safe with the use of privacy

settings and steps to build positive digital habits using proactive tools.

To help you support your young people to be confident, independent, and safe digital
users, they explore important conversations to help families ‘start the chat’.
They unpack the facts about the laws regarding digital consent and cyberbullying, as well

as strategies and resources to seek help when things go wrong online.

Topics covered in this session:
e The Cyber Safety Project Methodology: Plan, Prevent & Protect- Sexting, Nude
Image Sharing and the law
¢ Dealing with unwanted contact
e Cyberbullying and help seeking
e How to report cyber abuse

¢ Social networking trends for tweens and teens

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6M1XZdJ/preview/pdf 11/23



28/11/2025, 11:18 Issue 4 PDF Export - iNewsletter
e Gaming trends, addiction, and gambling
e Establishing positive relationships

e Maintaining a safe digital environment at home

You can find more information on their website - https://cybersafetyproject.com.au

The webinar will run on Zoom from 7:30-8:30pm.
To register your attendance, please follow this link https://bit.ly/VIEWBANK2022 and

follow the prompts.

Year 7 Health and Wellbeing Day

The Year 7 Health and Wellbeing days were held on Monday 2nd and Tuesday 3rd May.

Wellbeing day was like a place for new friendship and a place to strengthen the ones
that are already there. It included fun games to keep the crowd entertained and lots of
important metaphors and information. The task I enjoyed most was definitely the most
active, the peg game. The objective was to either give away all your pegs or take as
many pegs as possible. That game also included an important lesson, giving represents
your offering to others and taking resembles your taking from others. I loved wellbeing
day, it beats doing school work, (But that's very easy.) and makes your week a whole

lot better and perhaps the entire year fantastic if you make a new friend.

Rhodes 7E

The year 7 Wellbeing day for Terra and Hydra was a very enjoyable and exciting one.

Jamie our presenter was extremely nice and made learning about friends and well-
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being fun, with games and giving us a “bfft”(best friend for today). I have learned so

much from that day and will remember this day for many years to come.

Aiden 71

Elevate Study Skills and Exam Preparation Session - Year 10

The Year 10 Study Skills and Exam Preparation session was held this morning.
This was a study skills and exam preparation workshop run by external presenters.
Presenters were from Elevate Education.

Students participated in small group workshops and focused on exam revision and

preparation techniques and memory and mnemonics.

The Memory and Menmonics workshop covered:
e How to overcome reliance upon rote learning
e The role of attention in memory and managing distractions
¢ Semantic learning techniques for higher level memorisation
o All students will receive a study skills booklet from Elevate Education
The workshops run by Elevate are high impact and help students to improve their study

techniques, increase motivation, build confidence and lift exam performance.
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Sport News

If you have competed in anything big recently, let us know so we can let the

whole community know. Your achievements should be celebrated!

State Swimming

Well done to the Swimming Team who competed at State Swimming on Thursday 28th

April at MSAC. See results below:

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/6M1XZdJ/preview/pdf 14/23



28/11/2025, 11:18 Issue 4 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Congratulations Sophie and Freya!

We wish to congratulate and recognise Sophie Burrows of Year 12 on her effort over the

holidays as being part of the winning Under 20 Nationals State Victoria Basketball Team.

We have just received confirmation that Freya Wilson has been selected in the Australian
U16 team for discus and hammer, to compete at the Oceania U16 Team Challenge in

Mackay from the 9th - 11th June.

Mr. Purcell and Mr. Gazzola
Sports Managers
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Lunchtime Events & Activities News -
Term 2

Lunchtime Events & Activities News Term 2 2022

We are so excited to have a jammed packed activity filled term with all of our Lunchtime
Events or Activities in Term 2.

The Team have planned heaps of great events and activities for this term based on the
feedback you gave us at the end of Term 1.

We cannot wait to share these fantastic Events and Activities with you over this term and

can’t wait to see you there!

Some of this terms clubs and activities include:
Bits & Bobs Club

STEAM Club

Music Club

Barre Club

LGBTQIA+ Club
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Book Trivia

VBSQUARED

Vedic Maths

Open Gym Class
e Amigurumi Club (Japanese Crochet Club)

2022 IDAHOBIT Day Colouring Comp

Hi everyone, IDAHOBIT Day is coming up on the 17th of May, and we're launching a fun
colouring competition to celebrate!
IDAHOBIT Day is a day to go rainbow to support the LGBTQIA+ community and fight

discrimination.

All entries will be displayed in the library windows. There are three hampers up for grabs,
as well as house points. You can pick up colouring sheets at Bits and Bobs, or at the
library desk. All entries must be submitted to the library desk by 4pm on the 16th of
May.

Everyone did such an amazing job for the Easter colouring comp, so we can't wait to see
what you come up with!

For More info please see Jack or Megan in the Library.

To find all promotional posters and printed timetable please see the noticeboard in the

Lunch-Box.

If you have any questions , queries or concerns please don’t hesitate to reach out to one of

the coordinators listed below via TEAMs and Email.

We hope to see everyone in Club , Event or Activity over the Term 2 period.
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Jack Carter & Linda Robertson

2022 Lunchtime Events & Activities Coordinators
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

_ particular subject.
Students - how would you like to have the o o o
As this is a new initiative for the College it is

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
hoped that all students who would appreciate a

support for completing your work in your .

] space to undertake study or an opportunity to
subjects?
receive support from teachers or peers will
All students are invited to attend the College

attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Fairbrass, Ms Dey, Mr

Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

Library on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get
learning support and undertake independent or
small study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in
Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events, Term 2

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further
information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19
parents involved in this last year who all highly
rated the experience! Some quotes from
parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
be more supportive and I was able to express
my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
and was able to listen to my child more
effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
shift could make such a positive impact’
‘Situations less prone to escalate and more
positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.
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‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

Please note: Due to current Covid-19
situation and to manage the number of people
in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an
appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Policy

Curriculum Contributions

Voluntary financial contributions for
curriculum items and activities which the
school deems necessary for students to learn

the Curriculum.

Other Contributions
Voluntary financial contributions for non-
curriculum items and activities that relate to the

school's functions and objectives.

Extra-Curricular Items and Activities

Items and activities that enhance or broaden the
schooling experience of students and are above
and beyond what the school provides for free to
deliver the Curriculum. These are provided on

a user-pays basis.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
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school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Camps, Sports and Excursions
Fund (CSEF) applications

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps
eligible families to cover the costs of school

trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you have a valid means-tested concession
card, such as a Veterans Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner
Concession Card, or are a temporary foster
parent, you may be eligible. There is also a
special consideration category for asylum

seeker and refugee families.

Payment amounts this year are $225 for eligible
secondary school students. Payments are made
direct to the school to use towards expenses
relating to camps, excursions and sporting

activities for the benefit of your child.

It is important that funding made available in
2022 supports students to participate in school
trips, camps and sporting activities this year
rather than being held for future years. This
funding can also be used in conjunction with
any funding accrued from previous years.
Please note these activities will only take place

if they meet COVIDSafe requirements.

If you applied for CSEF through our school last
year, you do not need to complete an
application form this year, unless there has been

a change in your family circumstances.
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If you would like to apply for the first time,
please contact the school office on 9458 2811

and ask for an application form.

You can also download the form, and find out

more about the program and eligibility, on the

Community News

Community News
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Department of Education and Training’s

Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund web page.

Check with Marnie in the school office if you
are unsure, and please return completed forms

to the school office as soon as possible.

Diamond Valley
Athletics Club

The Diamond Valley Athletic
Club invites students - & their
parents - interested in a
season of Cross Country
running with Athletics
Victoria, to register their
interest with DVAC Registrar,
Lyn Davis on mob: 0409 005
406 or email:
ldavis_20@bigpond.com
Competition age groups for

girls and boys are Under 14,
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Under 16, Under 18 and
Under 20. As well, the
competition is available to
Open age, 40+ & 50+ age
categories. Training sessions
under qualified Coaches are
conducted on Tuesday and
Thursday afternoons at

Willinda Park,

Greensborough from 4:30pm.
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These sessions are free to club
members.

The season of Cross Country
running with AV commences
on Saturday 7th May with
Cross Country relays at Jells
Park, Wheelers Hill. Junior
athletes run a distance of 3km

& senior athletes run legs of
6km.
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The 2022 Winter season offers
a mixture of Cross Country &
Road running to cater for all
abilities.

For further information,
contact DVAC Secretary, Max
Balchin on 0409 350 280 or
check the websites
valleyaths.org or

athsvic.org.au
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