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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Thursday 28th March End of term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

Monday 15th April Term 2 commences

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day - Public Holiday

Friday 24th May Student free day

Monday 10th June King's Birthday - Public Holiday

Friday 28th June End of term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal

Bell Times

Time  

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.16am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

Important Dates
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Time  

12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

 

2024 Term Dates

Term 1:  30th January - 28th March

Term 2: 15th April - 28th June

Term 3: 15th July - 20th September

Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

 

March

Thursday 28th

End of term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

April

Monday 15th 

Term 2 commences

Year 8 Camp depart

 

Tuesday 16th

VM students - City Immersion excursion

Year 8 Camp

 

Wednesday 17th 

Year 8 Camp

 

Thursday 18th 
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Year 8 Camp

 

Friday 19th 

SSV Swimming

Year 8 Camp return

 

Monday 22nd

Year 7 Immunisation

Music workshops

Smile Squad

 

Tuesday 23rd 

Music Workshops

Smile Squad

 

Wednesday 24th

Unit 3 & 4 Outdoor Ed - Great Forest NP conflict excursion

Smile Squad

 

Thursday 25th 

ANZAC Day - Public Holiday

 

Friday 26th

ANZAC Day assemblies

Smile Squad

 

Monday 29th 

Information Evening - Grade 6 (2024) into Year 7 (2025) 6pm - webex meeting

Smile Squad

 

Tuesday 30th   

Music Workshops

Smile Squad

May

Wednesday 1st

Smile Squad
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Community Forum

 

Thursday 2nd

Nillumbik/Banyule Division Athletics

Music Workshops

Year 11 Thermoregulation Lab excursion

Smile Squad

 

Friday 3rd

Smile Squad

Music Workshops

Year 11 Thermoregulation Lab excursion

Generations in Jazz

 

Saturday 4th

Generations in Jazz

 

Sunday 5th 

Generations in Jazz
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Dear Viewbank Community,

As we wind up for the holidays, I wanted to thank the whole community for a really

positive start to the 2024 school year. 

Term 1 is always busy – camps, sport, music programs, NAPLAN testing, parent

meetings, excursions. 

Our students have engaged well in the learning program and all of the extra-curricular

activities.

A few reflections:

The College has established a number of approaches to making the learning highly visible

and accessible for all students, no matter where they are in their learning. 

Educational research shows that making the learning explicit, visible, and engaging

students in reflecting on their learning (learner agency) provides greater success for

students.

Our 5 P’s approach to establishing consistent classroom expectations and routines

has gained traction and is a great way to acknowledge those students who engage

positively in the classroom environment. They are also great signposts for

students who need support and reminding. The 5 P’s are:

Polite, Positive, Punctual, Prepared and Productive.

Learning Behaviours Matrix. This also clearly establishes the path for students to

improve their approaches to learning – the soft skills that will bring success. 

Compass checkpoints. This has been a shift in the way we provide feedback on

learning. Continuous reporting provides more timely and targeted feedback to

From the Principal Class
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allow students to progress their learning.

We recognise that we have some challenges in making these changes accessible for

parents. Many schools are grappling with how to provide feedback in a more effective

way that demonstrates real genuine growth and improvement as the central focus. 

 

We continue to look for ways to improve.

 

Thanks to all of those parents and students (nearly 70% of families) who attended our

Student/Parent/Teacher conferences over two nights. 

It is such an important way to connect with families and communicate the academic,

social and emotional growth of students. 

I hope that, as parents, you were proud of the way our students can demonstrate

understanding of their learning and their areas for improvement.

Languages Exchange

The first part of our Languages Exchange program is complete. 

Our Japanese and German students had a wonderful time, with many experiences both at

school and with their host families. 

I wish to sincerely thank all of the Viewbank families and staff who hosted the teachers

and students. 

This program really builds the global perspective and intercultural understanding of our

students. 

We look forward to the return journeys to Germany and Japan.

Big thanks to the Languages team, including Chris Mertins, Tim Hocking, Jaclyn Curnow

and Mio Fukumori for their organisation of the program.

International students

We welcomed 12 new international students from Years 7-10 at the beginning of this year,

and we are expecting one new Vietnamese student in term two. 

This is another program that contributes to our intercultural understanding and diversity.
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Viewbank College - 2024 Community Forum

Viewbank College invites members of the College Community to our Forum to be held

on Wednesday, May 1st.

The evening will start at 6.30pm in the Performing Arts Centre.

The forum is an opportunity to participate in table discussions with Viewbank College

staff and student representatives and provide input into our current and future direction.

Some topics for discussion:

College Vision, Values, and motto

Future of Education- preparing young learners for an uncertain future

Communication channels and protocols -all community stakeholders 

We will also hold a panel discussion with Principal team.

Bookings for the event are required through the Try booking link: 

https://www.trybooking.com/CQJXB

 

Tea, coffee and biscuits provided on the night.

We are looking forward to engaging with all interested stakeholders.

 

I wish all of our families a lovely Easter, however you celebrate!

Stay safe, relax and we look forward to seeing our students return on Monday 15th April.

 

 

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Harmony Week

 

Harmony Week at Viewbank College was an incredible celebration of diversity and

togetherness, highlighted by a mesmerising African drumming performance that

captivated students and staff alike, reminding us of the beauty of cultural exchange. 

Our Student Leaders organised for our students to come together to create a vibrant

paper chain to symbolise the interconnectedness of our community and the strength

found in unity. 

Additionally, a group of Year 9 students organised a successful BBQ fundraiser for

UNICEF, specifically to help children in crisis and affected by war.

 

Finally, our dedicated staff cooked up a Morning (Diversi)tea inspired by their different

nationalities in their staffroom. 

Together we reaffirmed our commitment to embracing diversity, promoting harmony

and making a difference in our society. Thank you to everyone who participated in

making Harmony Week a memorable and meaningful experience!

 

Harmony Week
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Libby Whiting

Unit 3 & 4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies Camp

On March 6th – 8th, the Unit 3 & 4 Outdoor and Environmental Studies class participated

in a 3 day camp at Wilson’s Promontory National Park.  

Students investigated the changing relationships with the park over time, from

indigenous groups, non -indigenous groups, and the many uses of the park now, including

conservation, economic and recreation relationships. 

Outdoor Ed News
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Students participated in a range of activities including hiking, surfing and information

session from Parks Victoria. 

Well done to all students involved in the camp. 

Renea Betts

Whole School House Athletics Carnival - Results

A big congratulations to Terra House for coming 1st in the House Athletics that was held

on Wednesday 13th March, 2024 at Meadowglen Athletics track.

Place House Points

1st Terra 887

2nd Hydra 832

3rd Stella 639

4th Ignis 613

Sport News
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Senior Tennis NMR

Senior Tennis headed out to Hume Tennis and Community Centre on Tuesday 19th

March. They all played great but unfortunately did not go through to the next round. 

Elena Reid

 

Northern Metro Regional Swimming

On Wednesday 27th of March, 24 Viewbank students competed in the Northern Metro

Regional Swimming Carnival at WaterMarc.

A fantastic day overall, with 27 medals in various individual and relay events, with

Viewbank coming 3rd in the overall points for the day!

Ross Purcell and myself would like to congratulate all students that attended the day, this

includes our year 9 & 10 students that came along to assist in officiating for events.

We would also like to congratulate the following students who will progress through to

STATE Swimming on Friday 19th April at MSAC:

Dante C

Alex C

KK C

Jacob C

Ryan F

Kenneth G

Niklas H

Alex I

Gulli M

Emi M

Miki M

Jesse M

Jai N

Milo W
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Also - a huge congratulations to Niklas H who broke the NMR record for 17 boys 50m

backstroke!! 🏆

Luke Gazzola & Ross Purcell

CBCA Book of the Year - Shadow Judging Panel

Bookmark Design Comp

Library News
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Chloe & Jordan

Librarians
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain

support for completing your work in your

subjects?

All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the

College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to

the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm

to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to

support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance

to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is

hoped that all students who would appreciate a

space to undertake study or an opportunity to

receive support from teachers or peers will

attend - you will be made most welcome.

General College Information
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Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

 

Bob Stewart

Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

 

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

 

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity

to sincerely thank those families who have

already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

 

How will your donation assist the College?

The College has a Master Plan for building

works with the focus on creating more usable

spaces for our students.  Your generous

donation will contribute greatly to this.In the

past Building Fund donations have supported

various improvements throughout the school

such as the installation of heating/cooling,

external painting and upgrades to learning

spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the

development of our VCE Study Centre, to

provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-

built space to study, gather and collaborate in

their final year at the College. 

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if

you would like to take the opportunity to make

a taxable deduction donation to our Building

Fund, please click the Donate Now button

below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible! 
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CSEF 2024 - Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund

To be eligible for CSEF you need to have a current Centrelink pensioner concession or

Health Care Card.  Please see the link below for further information

 

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet

at home 

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to

provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged

students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

 

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more

likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn

how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

 

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

Financial support for Families

CSEF Application form 2024.docx

28/11/2025, 09:53 Issue 3 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/5wy2azJ/preview/pdf 17/20

https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-97f647cc-274d-444e-a95f-32ae814d0921.docx?deg=auto


* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a

mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

* live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard

connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

 

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year

with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each

internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may

involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The

initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your

household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen

provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by

your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

 

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a

participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal

information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see

the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au 
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The Defence Force School of

Music (DFSM) holds a

regular series of ‘At Home’

Concerts throughout the year

at Simpson Barracks,

Watsonia.  

 

These performances are free,

open to the public and feature

a variety of music performed

by Australian Defence Force

Musicians.

 

We are now accepting

bookings to our first At Home

Concert for the year, which

will be held at 10.30am on

Thursday 28TH March.

 

Bookings to the DFSM At

Home Concert series can now

only be made through the

trybooking.com website. 

 

Community News
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If you would like to attend this

concert, please click on the

following link DFSM At

Home Concert - Thursday 28

Mar 2024

 

Important Booking

information

 

-      Bookings will only be

accepted through the try

booking system at the above

link.

-      At the time of booking

you will be required to

provide the full name, contact

number, mode of transport

information and email address

(optional). 

-      Ticket bookings will close

strictly on Sunday 24th March

at 10pm. 

 

*Please note that ad hoc

military engagements take

priority for Australian

Defence Force musicians,

and dates may change.  We

will keep you informed of

any changes leading up to

the concert and suggest

alternate concert dates.

School Holiday

events
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