28/11/2025, 09:54 Issue 2 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Read online: https://newsletters.naavi.com/i/JErLL6M

Viewbank College

Issue 2 - 01 Mar 2024
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.

In this issue

Important Dates Science News

From the Principal Class International Student Program News
Senior School News Art & Design News

Middle School News Technology News

From the Wellbeing Team Outdoor Ed News
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Sport News Financial support for Families

General College Information Community News

Important Dates

Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Tuesday 5th March School Photo Catch up morning

Monday 11th March Labour Day - Public Holiday

Wednesday 13th March House Athletics

Thursday 21st March Student Led Conferences (student free day) - Day 1
Tuesday 26th March Student Led Conferences (student free day) - Day 2
Thursday 28th March End of term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal

Monday 15th April Term 2 commences

Thursday 25th April ANZAC Day - Public Holiday

Friday 24th May Student free day
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Date Event

Monday 10th June King's Birthday - Public Holiday
Friday 28th June End of term 2 - 2.30pm dismissal
Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.16am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.0lpm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

March

Friday 1st

Nillumbik/Banyule Division Swimming (Doncaster)

Monday 4th

VM students - first aid course

Tuesday 5th
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School Photo - catch up morning sea

Year 12 Luna Park Physics excursion

Thursday 7th
Year 10 Incursion - Aust War Memorial (p1 in Theatrette)

Year 7 (2024) Welcome Evening - 6pm in the Performing Arts Centre

Monday 11th
Labour Day - Public Holiday

Tuesday 12th
Year 10 Outdoor Ed class - stand up paddle boarding

Unit 3 & 4 PE Biomechanics incursion

Wednesday 13th
House Athletics

Japanese Exchange students arrive

Thursday 14th
Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN

Friday 15th
Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN

German Exchange students arrive

Monday 18th
Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN
Exchange - welcome BBQ 6pm

Tuesday 19th

Year 7 & 9 NAPLAN

NMR Senior Volleyball & Tennis

School Council - Annual General Meeting (AGM) 6.30pm

Wednesday 20th

Yr 11 & 12 Theatre Studies excursion - Wicked
VCE Music Performance Soiree 7pm - 8.30pm
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Thursday 21st
Student free day - Student Led Conferences - Day 1

Exchange - excursion - Healesville Sanctuary

Monday 25th

Exchange - city excursion

Tuesday 26th

Music Camp - depart

Year 7 Round Robin

Student free day - Student Led Conferences - Day 2

Wednesday 27th

Music Camp

NMR Swimming (Watermarc)
Top Designs Media excursion
Japanese Exchange depart

German Exchange - farewell at Macleod College
Thursday 28th

Music Camp - return

End of term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,
The past fortnight has been positive and full of great events.

Our Year 7 students had a wonderful time on camp and there were many tired, but happy

faces on return from camp last week.

We got through 1470 student photos plus 150 staff yesterday.
Any students who missed photo day will have a catch-up next Tuesday, 5th March
between 8.30am -10.00am.

Families can purchase photos through Compass.

Lots of Outdoor Ed activities for our Year 10 students, sporting competition, including

and Division swimming and a really positive and productive feel in classrooms.

NAPLAN 2024

Our Year 7 & 9 students will be completing NAPLAN testing soon.

A reminder of the importance of these literacy and numeracy tests.

The tests are one of a few measures we use to ensure that teachers are supporting students
to learn at their point of need and that students continue to grow in their learning.

Please encourage your students to give the tests their best effort.

Mobile Phone policy
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A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that
requires students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and
securely put away during school hours.
The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced from
the start of the 2024 school year.
The ban applies equally to all government schools right across the state.
This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary
distractions and disruptions.
By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can interact
with each other face-to-face, without the distractions and social pressures that mobile
phones can cause.
I ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the
implementation of this policy in our school.
Further information
Exceptions: For a small number of students with particular health needs, an exception to
the policy may be granted. Please contact your House Leader if you would like to discuss
this.
Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your
child, T ask that families contact the school office who will pass on a message as required.
School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which
implements the government’s mobile policy in line with our local context, is available
here:
School Documentation | Compass
Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for
families to help them balance their children’s time using mobile phones.

If you have further questions, please contact the administration office.

College Council elections

I would like to congratulate the following newly elected College Council members.
I look forward to working with these parents in ensuring that the College has proper
governance and input into strategic decision making, as well as engage in discussions

around our educational policies and programs.

Welcome to our new parent representatives:
e Nidhi Ashoka Rao
¢ David Munday

e Nelson Low
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Welcome back for another term:
e Belinda Abbott
e Sam Ricard
e Graham Webb
e Swati Joglekar
At the Annual General Meeting on Tuesday, 19th March, we will be farewelling the
following Council members who have represented the Viewbank parent community over
the past two years or more:
e Maria Tickle- very passionate advocate for sport, and particularly opportunities
for girls.
e Peter Harris - served on Finance and offered expertise and guidance to the
committee.
e Chris Madden - Treasurer for a number of years and driving member of Friends of
STEAM
e Veena Nair - Staff representative on College Council
e Zoe Bastian - Student representative on College Council

On behalf of the community, thank you for your service on College Council.

STEAM Futures Conference

Friends of STEAM and Viewbank College's STEAM Futures student team seeks your
support for the STEAM Futures Conference on May 24, 2024.

The event, featuring workshops, discussions, presentations, teacher, and student panels,
aims to foster collaboration in STEAM education between Schools Industry and
academic experts. With a broad reach extending to teachers and students across Victoria,
the conference will provide a unique platform for networking and knowledge exchange.
This is a flagship project for our school community and provides our students with unique
experience in developing and creating this event as well as getting an opportunity to meet
STEAM celebrities who are doing exciting work on national and international stage.
Some of the profits from the conference also aid in furthering our own STEAM
programs. This year our conference will also have eminent panelist to discuss AI and

the future of education.

To aid this event we are seeking fiscal support for student panelists, enhancing their
experience and recognizing their contributions.
Keynote speaker Felicity Furey, one of AFR's 100 Women of Influence, will address

diversity in STEAM and support young leaders.
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Sponsorship, either in-kind or financial, is sought, with acknowledgment through logo
placement on the conference website and in official communications to schools and

organisations.

Our Year 12 Captains

Our Year 12 College Captains and Vice Captains - Derek Yang, Matilda Crawford, Omar
Mohamud and Asma Saly

Around the grounds

It is lovely to see our family of possums using the possum boxes in our trees.

Cricket nets have now been completed:
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Soccer goals were installed during the week:
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Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Senior School News

Senior School Contact List

Class of 2023 Celebration Assembly

On Tuesday 13th February, we welcomed back our Class of 2023 to a celebration

assembly to celebrate their achievements.
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2024 Year 12 Breakfast

On Friday 16th February, the Senior team hosted a breakfast for our Year 12 students,

parents/carers and teachers.
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Middle School News

Middle School contacts:

Year 7 Camp at Alexandra Adventure Resort

Last week, the Year 7's set off for camp with Stella and Terra in Camp 1 and Ignis and
Hydra in Camp 2.

From conquering the high ropes course and giant swing to building friendships, rafts and
busting their moves on the dancefloor for disco night!

The students (and teachers) challenged one another to overcome fears, work as a team
and look out for one another as they created these lasting memories. You can see by the

smiles and camaraderie that everyone had a blast! Big thank you to Ms Pinney Brown for
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organising and to all of the teachers who gave up their time to attend and make it a

fantastic experience.

Lily Fagioli

2024 Year 7 Camp

The first camp of high school, excitement was in the air!

We hopped onto the bus, eager to try something new!

The 1-and-a-half-hour ride felt like forever. But the moment we stepped into the camp;
I knew that this was going to be fun!

The campsite had a very nostalgic feel.

It was in a grassy, woodlands kind of area. Almost all the activities were outdoors, so
it was a really nice change of pace from the indoor activities that this generation
generally engages in.

I think one of the best parts was just getting to know people, because, you never know
who your next ‘best friend’ can be.

The disco was for sure one of the best highlights of camp. Just seeing all the amazing
costumes that people put together had me awestruck!

Like, these costumes were so creative I couldn’t believe my eyes!

If I could, T would relive this moment over and over again!

I really appreciate how much the teachers were contributing to make sure that this
would be a fun experience!

Personally, I really enjoyed the canoeing. I have never done it before so just figuring
my way around all the problems that it brought up was just really refreshing!

I think just trying new experiences is one of the best parts of camp, or even any activity.
Allin all, camp is just an amazing experience; the people, the activities, just piece it all
together! But, if there is one thing I would say they can improve on is the food. The
only thing bad about the food was that they said everything was halal, but then
proceeded to have ham/pork as an option for almost every meal!

But aside from that I really enjoyed camp and I hope that everyone that attended it did
too!

Lara D
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Year 7

Year 7 Parent/Carer Welcome Evening

NAPLAN

The 2024 NAPLAN online testing will commence in March.
NAPLAN testing provides information about the learning growth of our students, as well
as the effectiveness of overall educative programs.
The schedule is as follows:

e Thursday 14 March - Writing

e Friday 15 March - Reading

e Monday 18 March - Conventions of Language

e Tuesday 19 March - Numeracy
Tests will be held Period 2 for Year 9 students & Period 3 for Year 7 students, with catch-
up tests held on Wednesday 20 March.

All students must bring headphones to all tests.

If you wish to withdraw your child from taking the NAPLAN tests please contact

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal via email:

Penelope.Cleghorn@education.vic.gov.au or Marnie Wadsworth

marnie.wadsworth@education.vic.gov.au by Monday 4 March, so a withdrawal form can

be organised.

Adjustments can be applied to certain students in some/all of the NAPLAN tests to
ensure equitable access. Some examples of adjustments are rest breaks or extra time.

If you think your child would be entitled to these adjustments, we ask you contact your
relevant Head of House by Monday 4 March

Hydra House: amie.john@education.vic.gov.au

Ignis House: sean.hiller@education.vic.gov.au
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Terra House. Ebonee.attard @education.vic.gov.au

Stella House: emily.pinneybrown@education.vic.gov.au

If you require further information, please contact Assistant Principal, Penelope Cleghorn

Penelope Cleghorn

Assistant Principal

From the Wellbeing Team

Our Wellbeing Team

Wellbeing Centre Opening Morning

On Tuesday 27th February the Wellbeing team hosted an open morning, to allow all
students and staff the opportunity to meet with wellbeing team members, see the
wellbeing centre and learn about wellbeing supports that can be offered to students
within the school. Students engaged in gratitude practise, writing down something
they're grateful for that will be added to the gratitude tree in the wellbeing centre.

Students were also given the opportunity to take away a positive affirmation for the day. It
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was lovely to see so many students engaged and we hope that students are reminded that

the wellbeing team are here to support them all year round.
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Science News

Year 7 Science news

The Year 7’s have been exploring chemistry through the premise of being marooned on a
desert island!

All was going well until Day 122 when a storm lashed the island and their fresh water
supply is no longer fit to drink!

In phase one, the student’s problem-solve by designing their own filtration system to try
and purify the water before a more formalised approach in phase two.

Stay tuned...
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Lily Fagioli

International Student Program News

2023 Lunar New Year Celebration and Welcoming Semester
one new international students

On the 9th of February, the eve of the lunar new year, international students joyfully

gathered in the school library to commemorate this significant festival. Among them was
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Y10 newcomer JoJo Ji, who enchanted the audience with a beautiful rendition of a
Chinese song. Principal Sharon graced the occasion with a warm welcome speech,
emphasizing the importance of cultural exchange and mutual respect within our school
community. Additionally, twelve new international students took turns introducing
themselves, fostering a sense of camaraderie and inclusivity. Adding to the festivities, it
happened to be one new student's 13th birthday, prompting a collective celebration

among all attendees.

The Lunar New Year Eve celebration served as a shining example of the spirit of
inclusivity and unity that defines our school. It was a time to Honor traditions, forge new
friendships, and celebrate the rich cultural heritage that each of our students brings to our
community. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all who contributed to making this event a
resounding success, and we look forward to many more moments of joy and celebration

in the days ahead.

Wishing you all a prosperous and harmonious Lunar New Year!

Summer Guo
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Art & Design News

Street Art inspired characters

The Year 10 Studio Art students designed characters in a street art style.
They experimented with collage, ink washes and dry brushwork using acrylic paints.
They explored composition with emphasis as the main art principle.

Here are some of the results...

Brendn Pye

Technology News

STEAM Futures Conference: Student leadership opportunity!!

On behalf of the STEAM Captains Sarina Shetty and Maverick Chau and the STEAM
Futures student leaders, I welcome you to submit your expression of interest to
volunteer at the upcoming STEAM futures Conference event on May 24th 2024.

It is an excellent opportunity to help manage a big event, meet amazing STEAM
professionals and have fun participating in engaging workshops all the while developing

real life skills.
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If this interests you, please fill this form by Monday 4th March 2024
https://forms.office.com/r/0FavaG2Ere

Science Talent Search is back...

After the resounding success of being awarded the Peter Craig award for the maximum

number of high quality entries last year, we are eager to welcome our budding scientists.

Come to J7 Tuesday Break 2 and join in a team of keen scientists and young explorers.

Check out this opportunity to join Science Talent Search 2024.

Fantastic opportunity to build on your problem solving skills, challenge yourself, try
something new, work collaboratively and work on real world issues (or creative writing if
that's more your thing).Here's the link:

Contact Ms Nair or Ms Kapoor if interested.

STS Handbook 2024 Digital

https://online.fliphtmlS.com/pxsno/jpft/index.html#p=1

Banyule Nillumbik Tech School

Banyule Nillumbik Tech School and Viewbank College partnership has been going strong
ever since the tech school started and this year is no different.

We have 9 students from year 7-9 as our tech school ambassadors this year and we can't
wait to see their progress.

This year Viewbank College was also offered an opportunity to run a pilot Future Fixers
program targeting the engagement of female and non binary students in STEAM.

The program runs in tandem with the Year 10 Emerging Technologies elective and sees

the students using a range of technologies to make their projects.

Veena Nair
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Outdoor Ed News

Year 10 Outdoor Education

This week, students in the Year 10 Outdoor Education completed their water safety unit
with a surf at Ocean Grove.

This was a great opportunity for students to demonstrate their knowledge of water safety
in the ocean, and for many, learn a new skill.

The conditions were perfect for the day and a nice reprieve from the heat.

Well done to all the students in the class for their participation and positive attitude

throughout the day.

Renea Betts
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Sport News

Whole School House Athletics Carnival - Wednesday 13th
March

The College will conduct its whole school annual House Athletics Carnival on Wednesday
13th March at Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium (146/156 McDonalds Rd,

Epping) commencing at approximately 10.00am.
This is an outdoor event, so please ensure your child/children bring sunscreen and other
suitable sun protection, such as a hat, preferably in house colours, protective clothing and

plenty of fluids for the day.

The canteen will be open on the day - but in case of huge wait queues perhaps BYO lunch,

snacks and drinks!
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All students are expected to attend the Carnival and be aware of the following
arrangements:

e Students will report to school by 8.55am, ready to leave by bus to Epping by
9.15am.
e All students are encouraged to wear their House colours to support their House.
e This is a school event so the Education Department Mobile Phone Policy applies.
At the conclusion of the day, approximately 2.15pm, students will board the buses and
return to school.
Programs for the day’s events will be available at the College Office soon.

Additional programs will be available through House Coordinators.

Please be advised that no body paint is to be worn ~ this is the bus company directive.

Luke Gazzola & Ross Purcell
Sport Managers

Senior Girls Cricket Team

On Wednesday 21st February, our Senior Girls Cricket Team headed out to Donath
Reserve for the Region final. They had one win and one loss and unfortunately do not go

through to the next round.

Penelope Cleghorn
Coach

Year 7 Boys Cricket

Year 7 boys cricket - got the win over Greensborough and are through to next round

Year 10 student coaches (Noah Dench & Ajay Martin) did a great job!!
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Amy McConnell
Coach
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
Students - how would you like to have the ) .
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain ) '
particular subject.
support for completing your work in your o o o
] As this is a new initiative for the College it is
subjects? )
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the .
_ space to undertake study or an opportunity to
College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to
receive support from teachers or peers will
the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
) attend - you will be made most welcome.
to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.
The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/JErLL6M/preview/pdf 28/34



28/11/2025, 09:54
Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Bob Stewart
Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - Spm
and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on
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them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?
The College has a Master Plan for building
works with the focus on creating more usable
spaces for our students. Your generous
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the
past Building Fund donations have supported
various improvements throughout the school
such as the installation of heating/cooling,
external painting and upgrades to learning
spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-
built space to study, gather and collaborate in
their final year at the College.

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
you would like to take the opportunity to make
a taxable deduction donation to our Building
Fund, please click the Donate Now button
below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!
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Financial support tor Families

CSEF 2024 - Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund

To be eligible for CSEF you need to have a current Centrelink pensioner concession or

Health Care Card. Please see the link below for further information

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:
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* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024
* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)
*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply
* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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Active Banyule - Survey -
Sport and Recreation Plan
Sport and Recreation play a
key role in the health and
wellbeing of our community!
Whether it’s playing
competitive sport, walking in
the park or being part of a
dance group, research shows
that being active, connecting

with others and spending time

in nature positively impacts Opportunities for

our physical, mental and Banyu le Youn g
emotional health. To support Peop le

Banyule community members

to participate more often in

sport and recreation activities,

we are developing Active

Banyule, a new Sports and

Recreation Plan.

So that we can get this right,
we’re keen to understand
what’s important via an online
survey. Please share, and have
your say up until April 5, via
the survey on this link
https://shaping.banyule.vic.g

ov.au/ActiveBanyule
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