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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Bits and Bobs Club

ADF News

General College Information

Community

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

 

 

Monday 14th December

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences (Year 11 into Year 12) via Microsoft Teams

Year 7 & 8 Program

Tuesday 15th December

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences (Year 11 into Year 12) via Microsoft Teams

Year 7 & 8 Program

Important Dates
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Wednesday 16th December

Year 7 & 8 Assembly

Booklist orders close

Friday 29th January, 2021

Years 7 & 12 students resume

Monday 1st February, 2021

Years 8, 9, 10 & 11 resume

Monday 8th February

House Swimming Carnival

Wednesday 10th February

Year 7 Music Information Evening (PAC) 7.30pm

Thursday 11th February

School Photos

 

2021 Term Dates

Term 1:  **Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)

**Year 7, 11 and 12 commence Friday 29th January, 2021

**Year 8, 9 and 10 commence Monday 1st February, 2021

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December
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Dear Viewbank Community,

 

In my final newsletter for 2020, I would like to acknowledge the extraordinary year that

we have had.

 

January 22nd was the first real indication that Covid 19 would be a global challenge, as

Australians evacuated from Wuhan.  Australia’s borders closed on March 20th and we

entered the first stage of lockdown on March 23rd, preparing for school closure on April

6th.

 

Our teachers responded with incredible agility, embracing the concept of continuous

learning under remote conditions via a platform – Microsoft Teams that most had never

heard of let alone use!

 

As restrictions eased, schools began to reopen in late May.  Staff and students reported

having found online learning challenging, with work/school/life balance difficult for all.

 

The news that we would be locking down again in late June meant a review (surveying

staff, students and parents) of our approach to online learning and some adjustments to

student programs and recognition of the impact of screen time on teacher and student

wellbeing.

 

With the move to the final step in reopening, we have a clearly defined set of priorities:

Mental health and wellbeing of all staff and students

Reaching out to families to reengage with the College and the supports available

Equity – catch-up for those students who did not achieve expected learning

growth during remote learning

In 2021, the Department of Education is funding a small group tutor program to support

students who may have fallen behind during remote learning.  We are currently working

to identify those students who faced a range of challenges during that time.  We will be

contacting parents of those students we have identified in the new year to outline the

support that will be in place for their student.

 

We are very excited about the Launch program for 2021. There is a video on the website,

which outlines the vision behind the program, the curriculum and the focus on building

connectedness through a reinvigorated House system.  We are very excited about the

From the Principal Class
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opportunity to work closely in teams to support students through a different wellbeing

structure.  Feedback through the Q & A sessions were ran, as a follow-up was very

positive.

 

Whilst we have not been able to run the usual gala events such as the music evenings or

the annual production, the richness of our College program continued in many ways.

I want to acknowledge and thank all of those on staff who have contributed to ensuring

that ‘new normal’ of 2020 enabled students to pursue their interests, achieve academically

and maintain the social connections that are so important to their personal growth.  We

will build back better.

 

The work of the following has been incredible:

Admin and office staff, Kathleen Hannan and Aileen Little (OHS rep) for ensuring

that the school was Covid safe and met the departments Covid safety plan

guidelines.

Our amazing students, who endured, persevered, and built extraordinary

resilience during lockdown.  Their willingness to reengage at school, not argue

about mask wearing and their joy at seeing each other and their teachers!

The commitment of our teachers to providing continuous learning under difficult

conditions. Their willingness to adapt, juggle their own family circumstances in

remote learning, be available to support students - all deserves recognition.  The

‘ping’ of a Teams message coming through will long be remembered as one of the

sounds of 2020!

The music teachers and the production crew, who found a way to allow students

to continue to perform.

Our Year 12 teachers, whose remote teaching, mentoring, care and support of

their students has enabled those students to engage successfully with their final

exams.

Our Level Leaders, whose care of the students has been incredible.  They were

able to provide engaging experiences to connect students and regular well-being

check-ins.

Our Wellbeing team, who worked tirelessly through remote to engage with and

support both students and staff with their mental health and wellbeing.

Our Educational Support staff, who continued to provide support to funded

students in virtual classrooms.

My Assistant Principals, John Munro, Darren Murray, Emma Ford and Rachael

Smith.  They have provided support to staff to adapt to the many changes and

challenges lockdown brought.  Their support of the wellbeing of all throughout
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the College community has been amazing.  I cannot express enough gratitude for

their support of me during this year.

Finally, our parents and guardians.  At Viewbank, we are incredibly fortunate to

have parents so invested in their children’s personal, social and academic growth –

and we know the majority of our students were incredibly well supported during

remote learning.  Thank you for your support of the College and the work we are

doing here.

There are far too many examples of individual teachers going above and beyond to engage

students to mention in this report. I want to thank them all on your behalf.

State Schools Spectacular

We had a number of students involved in the 2020 State School’s Spectacular, which aired

last Saturday night.  As with everything during this Covid year, performances were

conducted remotely and synthesised to create the Spectacular for television. 

 

We want to congratulate the following students on their contribution:

Jack Carter, Principal Vocalist

Dylan Connolly, Orchestra Musician – Percussion

Lachlan Deane, Victorian State Schools Choir Vocalist

Lawrence Luo, Orchestra Musician – Viola

Aaron Western, Orchestra Musician – Alto Saxophone

Tristan Western, Orchestra Musician – Tenor Saxophone

Sporting news

Congratulations to Eva Wilson on her recent performance in Hammer throw at the NSW

All Schools Championships, where she finished second to the number 1 ranked thrower

in Australia for that age group.  Eva qualified for the Athletics Victoria Target Talent

Program and is nominated for a School Sport Victoria award.  We look forward to

hearing more next year when she competes in the Nationals for Athletics.  Amazing – well

done Eva.
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Valedictory afternoon:

The Class of 2020 were able to celebrate their time at Viewbank College last Thursday.

The Senior School team organised an afternoon event on the College oval, with musical

performances, presentation of awards and certificates of completion and a gift bag

including a sash and graduation mortarboard.  There were food trucks to keep students

fed and hydrated and a strong representation of the teachers who have guided their

students through Year 12.

 

We congratulate our Valedictorian, Chelsea Del Romano, for her wonderful, reflective

and celebratory speech that captured the essence of this cohort’s journey and the

culmination of completing Year 12 under lockdown!

 

We also congratulate our College Leadership team, led by Joel Prendergast and Lilly

Brasch.

Thanks to Dean Bettiol, Sue Calder, Hannah Do and Sarah Dashwood for their wonderful

support of the students throughout the year and for their organisation of this event.

 

We wish the Class of 2020 all the best for their future pursuits.

Retirements:

The following staff are retiring at the end of 2020.  We wish to acknowledge their

contribution to public education and to Viewbank College.  We will be celebrating with

them at our final day function, but hope to run a more formal evening early next year.

 

David Carter – Humanities

Kaye MacKenzie – Languages and International Student Program

Dianne Allan – Psychology and Mathematics

Annette Mc Hutchison – Languages

Julie Ashdown – Health and PE
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Lorraine Gulliver – Visual Arts

Neil Jowsey - Instrumental Music

We wish them a long and happy retirement!

 

Congratulations to our 2021 Year 12 Leadership Team

In addition to our already announced College Captains (Patrick and Paris):

Captain Name

Technical Support Daniel Gigliotti

Sustainability Emma Parfitt

Diversity Issa Mohamud

Community Events Emily Shaw

Drama Ashleigh Santa-Isabel

Health and Wellbeing Holly Wittmann

LOTE Sandra Binoy

STEM Christopher Thorp

Sport Mia Burns-Walsh

Ignis Katherine Mallon

Terra Renee Daaboul

Stella Ella Brennan

Hydra William Dyall

Music Dylan Connolly

Student Voice Abigel Wright

Visual Arts Zoe McConville

Debating Joshua Coley

Reminder to Parents/Guardians of students in Years 9-12 -

Elective Subjects

28/11/2025, 12:09 Issue 15 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/9MLYby5/preview/pdf 9/37



A reminder to parents with students in Years 9-12 that some elective subjects have a fee

attached to them.  These fees are currently on Compass under “Events”  and are either

year long (Yrs 11 & 12) or Semester long (Yrs 9-10) subjects.

Payment of these items prior to the start of the year is appreciated.

2021 Production will be......

Keep an eye out in the Compass Newsfeed next year for more information.

 

Canteen closed from Monday 14th December to the end of the

year

Please be advised that our Canteen will be closed from Monday 14th December to the

end of the year.

 

 

Finally, I also wish you all a Merry Christmas and New Year, surrounded by family and

friends.

Take care and stay safe. 

We look forward to seeing everyone in 2021.

 

 

The Principal Class Team

           

Sharon Grimes, Principal

John Munro, Assistant Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Assistant Principal
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Year 11 News

Dear Parents of Year 11 Students (who studied a Year 11 Subject, which includes some

Year 10 students),

 

On Monday 14th December and Tuesday 15th December, we will be running Student/

Parent/Teacher Conferences for Year 11 students to allow for some additional

communication opportunities as Year 11 students make the transition to Year 12, post the

interruptions of COVID 19.

 

This will provide an opportunity for students to give and receive feedback on their

learning, identify gaps and set goals for 2021. 

Staff will be available for conferences between 9am and 4pm on the Monday December

14th and Tuesday 15th.  Conferences will be 10 minutes in duration.

 

All conferences can be booked on Compass and the meetings will occur on Microsoft

Teams. 

A link for a Microsoft Teams conference for each staff member will be sent in an email

and you simply need to use this link to enter your appointment. 

Senior School News
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You can use this link to sign into the conference on any device.

 

We trust that this additional layer of communication will  assist in allowing Year 11

students to optimise their important transition in Year 12 for 2021. 

A list of teachers and a link to conference with that particular teacher, will be emailed,

out closer to the conference days.

* If you would like to request an interpreter please contact the Year 11 Level Leader,

Kimberlee Olsen on kimberlee.olsen@education.vic.gov.au as soon as possible so that we

can put arrangements in place for this.*

*For parents who want to do separate conferences you can simply make separate

appointments on Compass with your unique log in and password and sign in using the

MS Teams link at that time.

 

*In 2021 there will be two Heads of Senior School: Ms Ruth Perkins (Stella and Terra)

and Ms Renea Betts (Ignis and Hydra). 

If you have general concerns, questions or information that you would like to discuss we

encourage you to make an appointment with the relevant Head of Senior School that

align's with your child's house.*

 

Bookings will be available to parents via Compass from

9am on Monday 7th December.

Year 12 Valedictory Picnic 

 Last Thursday afternoon we celebrated the Class of 2020 with a Valedictory Picnic on the

oval.  It was wonderful to see so many of our students celebrating and enjoying

themselves.  We celebrated all of our student’s successes which were achieved in spite of

the tough year.

The students received many well wishes and there were a few tears (happy) shed during

the afternoon.  All of the students were presented with their graduation certificate, and

we also acknowledged the extra efforts of some students; 

 

Special award winners: 

Ethos Award - Imogene Hetherington  

Friends of Music – Edmond Kennedy and Alex Tyzack 

Art and Technology Award – Jordan Rosman (Media) and Madeleine Crowe

(Studio Art)  Long Tan Award (Leadership) - Chelsea Del Romano

Caltex Award for best all round achiever - Bonnie Osborn 
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Valedictorian – Chelsea Del Romano 

David Jensz Award - Lilly Brasch and Larissa Jones

 

Many thanks to all the contributors, including; Wired4Sound, Taco Truck, Ben Mogford,

and Fleur Lidyard. 

This event would not have been possible without the support of Ms Sharon Grimes, Mr

John Munro and Ms Sue Calder. 

There was a massive input from the Music Department, especially Andrew Van Gemert.

Ben Ponte has asked that I do not mention his input.

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Hannah Do and Sarah Dashwood for

the enormous amount of work which they put into making this event such a massive

success and such a special moment for our Class of 2020.  

Throughout the year Hannah and Sarah both went above and beyond their role to ensure

the health and safety of all of our students and for that I am truly thankful.

 

No one will ever forget the year 2020.

Likewise, they will never forget the Class of 2020, whose persistence and dedication is an

example to how we should all live our lives.

Kind regards stay safe, 

Dean Bettiol

Year 12 Level Leader 2020

Viewbank College
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Lesley Morris Short Story Competition

Congratulations to the winners of the Lesley Morris Year 8 Short Story Competition

2020:

 

Best story - "His Daughter's Fantasy" by Adora Kho

Most original - “Secrets” by Anglea Zheng 

 

His daughter’s Fantasy - Adora Kho

Her fantasies never made sense to me. No matter how many times I told her that they weren’t

real, she wouldn’t believe me. She would keep fantasizing an unrealistic life as she watched

the sun set behind the never ending sea.

"Daddy?"

"What is it honey?"

"Do you ever wonder what’s in the sea?"

"Of course I do. There could be species down there that are yet to be discovered."

"Really? I think there’s mermaids. Have you ever seen a mermaid daddy?"

"Mermaids? Heh. Sorry honey, but mermaids don’t exist."

She believed in mermaids with all her heart. I remember those days were we would relax on

the soft warm sand, entertained by the bubbly waves as they crashed onto the shore. We

would gaze upon the setting sun, giving the sky a ripe tangerine colour over our heads.  I

would throw her up into the air and watch her priceless smile as she came down; a smile that

shone as bright as pearls from the darkening ocean. I would give my life just to hear that

Year 8 News
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precious laugh again. The silhouettes of the past haunt me as I stroll across the empty shore.

She was all I had. She was only 5 so why did she have to go? My poor little Hazel.

 

It was a year after being alone in this once lively beach house. It was like I was glued to my

bed and the loneliness followed me around like a shadow. I used to be fascinated with what

creatures the sea holds, but after what happened to Hazel, I couldn’t even bring myself to

stare upon the vast ocean. If I could, I would’ve moved far away from this beckoning sea, but

all I had left of my daughter was in this house. I couldn’t just leave, so sometimes all I could do

was fall into a slumber and dream that she’s was still here. But one night, I woke due to a

raging thunderstorm. That night changed me forever. 

I was tired. I could barely even open my eyes, yet, I got out of bed without thinking twice. It

felt like something was pulling me towards the shore… A song coming from outside. I was

stumbled across the wet sand like a zombie as the air howled and the song filling the air. A

song of heavenly voices. The shining stars covered by the thick grey clouds that loomed above.

A great storm was raging upon the usually peaceful beach, bringing down heavy rain that hit

me like bullets all over my body, slowly bringing me back into full consciousness, until finally,

I was fully awake.I thought to myself, “H-how did I get here? I must be going insane.”

Just as I was about to head back to the beach house, I spotted something strange washed up on

shore. At first glance, I thought it was a fish. I marched through the angry storm to inspect the

figure. I could see I was deeply mistaken, for what was in front of me was an unconscious little

girl in a white dress and white hair. She looked pale; I thought she was dead. I felt for a pulse,

and thankfully, she was still alive. I instantly knew, she needed my help.

I carried her back to the beach house and placed the sick child in my daughters bed. It pained

me to even open the door to her room. It was like there was a hole in my heart that would

never close. All I could see was the memory of my daughter. However, when I saw the frail girl

lying in the once empty bed, I felt like I wasn’t alone anymore. The next morning, I knew I

couldn’t just lie down and sulk. There was a child who needed my help. However, there was

one question haunting me

 “how did a small frail child end up on the shore last night?” I thought to myself, “I should

probably ask her when she wakes up”

A few minutes later, the floor boards creaked as a weak little girl stumbled out of the room.

Her face reeked in fear. As I was about to comfort the child, I saw something that hit me hard.

She resembled my daughter in many ways. Their height and age was exactly the same. It was

as if my daughter was right next to her. My heart ached with pain, but I tried to hide it.

I confronted the girl, “Its ok, don’t be scared. I’ll help you recover and then we can find your

parents.”

She still looked overwhelmed, so I let the girl wonder around the house a bit. She seemed so

curious: trying to climb on top of tables, wearing my shoes on her hands and other strange yet
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funny things. She seemed like she was having the most fun she’s ever had.

 It made me think, “It’s like she’s never had fun before. How?”

After a while, I asked her, “What’s your name?” She tilted her head in confusion. “It’s like she

doesn’t know anything!” I thought to myself as I tried to explain what a name was, “Ok, so a

name is what people call you. For example, my name is Casey.”

The girl remained silent. 

“Surely you have a name… Do you?”

The girl shook her head. I stood there confused. If this girl didn’t have a name, then where

was she before she came here? I looked down upon the frail child in confusion. But when she

glanced back at me, all I could remember was my daughter.

“Daddy! Daddy! Can I have a little sister?” She used to ask. I would stand there awkwardly,

rubbing my hand behind my head.

“Heh, I don’t think that’s going to happen sweetie.” I would reply. That upset look that she

gave me would always shatter me. So I bought her a doll to treat as her own sister.

“Here.” I said as I placed the doll in Hazel’s hands. “Why don’t you treat this doll like a

sister?” I watched as her face lit up in joy.

“YAY! THANK YOU DADDY!” She exclaimed. “I’m going to name her Marina because if I

had a sister, that’s what I’d name her.”

I started to tear up at the memory, only to realize that the small girl was still looking up at me.

“You know what” I whispered as I handed her Hazel’s doll. “If you’re okay with it, I’m going

to name you Marina.”

 

Marina became part of my family. I loved her like she was my own. I would read her bed time

stories and I tuck her into bed. I would throw her up into the air, and catch her as she came

down. Marina’s smile was just like Hazel’s. The similarity killed me inside, yet it made me feel

complete. Being with Marina was like being with Hazel again. Marina’s laugh would always

make my day. Whenever she would look out to the wide sea, I would see and innocent little

girl with white hair as wavy as the sea, and eyes as blue as the ocean and gazing upon the

shimmering water like there was something missing. I could see that she loved being around

me but, sometimes it felt like she wanted to go home. If I could, I would’ve taken her back to

her family, but over the 3 months I had been with her, she had never spoke a single word.

Never. I would ask her time and time again, where she came from, where she lived, who she

is, and every time I would watch as she opened her mouth to speak, only for another wordless

answer. Marina was mute. She’s been left with the forced secret of her origin. Even though I

loved her like she was my own, I still felt like there was more to her. Something strange.

Although my interest in the sea had died, Marina’s fascination was unlike no other. It was like

she wanted to see it. All of it. She didn’t need word to tell me she wanted to explore the wide

sea, so I did what I promised I’d never do again.
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The sun was setting in the horizon as I pushed my dusty old fishing boat onto the water.

Behind me was Marina jumping up and down with excitement, joy flickering in her deep blue

eyes. Her actions mirrored Hazels.

“Do you think I’ll catch a fish daddy?”“Sure you can! I bet you can catch the largest fish in the

sea!”“Maybe I can find a mermaid!”She would always jump with excitement whenever we

went fishing. To her, it was the closest thing to being a mermaid. Curse those mermaid

fictions. They’re the reason why Hazel isn’t here.  I carried Marina onto the small boat as

sickening memories flooded my head. The last memory of Hazel. I could barely pull myself

into the boat. My head started spinning. I couldn’t do it anymore. Marina saw me panicking

and held my hand. I looked into her ocean coloured eyes. They told me everything was going

to be fine. Taking a deep breath, I started rowing the boat.

My hands were trembling. I barely had the strength to row through the still blue water. My

fear of the water started taking over me, like the shadows of the past were pulling me under. I

went into a silent break down. Hazel’s screams echoing in my ear. But I was pulled out of my

dark haze by Marina’s beautiful laugh. When I looked at her, she was playing with the water

and leaning over the boat just to touch it. My anxiety spiked up; My heart pounding out of my

chest. The boat rocking vicariously as I attempted to stop her from falling in.

“NO STOP DON’T LEAN OVER-“

She bent over too much and flung into the once still water.

She started sinking into the depths of the ocean. My mind started spinning and fear coursed

through my veins. Time was repeating, as I feared it would. Last time I was time I was too

late to act but this time, I’ll save Marina before I lose another child to the water. I dove into

the water without wasting any time, but by the time I had hit the water, Marina was nowhere

to be seen.

“NO NO NO! NOT AGAIN!” I screamed on the verge of tears.

I swam deeper into the sea, the salt water burning my eyes as I tried to find her. I started

becoming desperate and time started speeding up. I was running out of breath, but I refused to

let Marina suffer the same fate as Hazel. My chest was screaming for air and everything

started to become fuzzy until finally, I had lost consciousness. 

I had a dream, like something you would see before death. It was Hazel, slowly sinking to the

ocean floor. She laid still on the sand, surrounded by dancing seaweed. All was calm, and all

you could hear was the sound of the ocean. Suddenly, a song started playing. The song from

the night of the storm. Heavenly voices circled around Hazel. She started to float higher above

the ocean floor as magical, colourful, glowing lights covered her. It was unlike anything I had

ever seen. It was beautiful and I felt like that whole in my heart had finally closed. Hazel’s

brown hair turned white, and her legs morphed into a tale. It was as if it came straight out

of… A fantasy.
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As the lights faded, Hazel had been reborn. She had become what she had always wanted to

be… A mermaid. As she opened her eyes, I could see that they had completely changed,

changed into unmistakable blue eyes. Although I was in a stage of near death, I could feel my

heart pounding. Hazel and Marina, were one in the same…

The next thing I know, I woke up to the sound of waves, and the sky was clear and bright. I

sprung up to an upright position in my bed. I was filled with confusion and questions started

to flood my head. 

“Was it all just a bad dream? Was Marina real? For crying out loud, was any of this real?”

I could feel myself burning up with frustration and disappointment. I started to go into a

mental breakdown, but suddenly, I noticed Hazel’s doll on the side of my bed. 

“That wasn’t there before. I never touched it, unless… MARINA!”

At that instant, I knew everything was real. The flashbacks, the new memories, the dream. I

leaped out of bed and sprinted out the door. Outside I saw the old fishing boat placed on the

shore, and small foot prints in the sand, leaving a trail that came out from the house and

headed into the water. 

“Marina was here a few moments ago!”

I tripped and stumbled as I ran across the soft sand, following the foot prints. I dragged my

legs through the water until the water was up to my knees. The sunlight reflected on the

shimmering water, causing me to squint my eyes, but in the distance, I saw what I thought I

would never see. A mermaid’s tail, swimming further away into the endless sea. It was if time

had stopped as I watched it slowly disappear. In the first time in ages, I felt alive again. 

Somewhere out there, my child was free; Living the life she had only dreamt about, even if she

didn’t remember her life as Hazel. Sometimes I hear the song in my dreams, but no matter

how many times I hear it, Marina never came back.

 I am still thankful for those last moments I got to spend with her, the moments when she was

known to me as Marina. At last, all my questions were answered and I felt like I could live life

freely again. However, there will always be a part of me that will remember that my

daughter, finally got to live her fantasy.

Data Decisions Workshop
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The data decisions workshop was organised by the Prince’s trust and eventful learning co.

The Prince’s trust was founded by Prince Charles in 1976 with the intention of fighting

social and community based issues.  

The workshop took place on December 2nd and involved myself and 5 other students

( Jorja Daniele, Malcolm Young, Rebecca Xu and William Brewster). 

The day started off with an introductory Zoom call.  We discussed bullying in depth by

looking at some of the root causes of bullying as well as the consequences. 

We worked together with 3 schools, some of whom were from different states. 

After analysing the data collected from 2,000 Australian students, it was astounding to

find that the vast majority had either seen bullying, bullied or been a victim to bullying.

Next, we were given a hypothetical scenario to try and find solutions and preventative

methods for.

We were told to harness our critical and creative thinking and give both qualitative and

quantitative responses.  Overall I found the experience to be very useful as it developed

skills we don’t usually use in day to day classes.  It prepared me for the kinds of activities

and exercises we will be doing in the Launch program and I liked the idea of student

empowerment that was promoted at the workshop.

 

Livi Herrick 8E
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Young Persons' Plan for the Planet Conference

On November 30th and December 1st members of Viewbank’s Young Persons’ Plan for

the Planet program joined more than 140 students from 4 different countries in an online

conference. 

Students from diverse schools in India, Singapore, Mauritius, and Australia came together

to share their experiences and make plans for action to address the UN Sustainable

Development Goals in collaborative projects in 2021.  

The conference was student lead and included Key Notes from Taj Pabari and Tionne

Young, Singapore Science Centre, Kotak Education Foundation (India), and Rajiv

Gandhi Science Centre (Mauritius).

Well done to everyone, another great year for YPPP and looking forward to many more

to come.

 

Finn Mulhall

 

3D Designing and Printing / Technology

STEAM Club News
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This semester some groups of the students worked on using 3D printing and designing

tools including Laser cutting to produce a viable solution to their chosen Sustainable

Development Goal.  The students researched and designed using TinkerCad and other

softwares to design their prototype.  After testing and trialing many prototypes they

perfected their solutions.  Below is the link to the short video and presentation of one of

the groups with Adiya, Paisley and Ella and Velandra.

 

 http://intranet.viewbank.vic.edu.au/videos/VID_20201203_123830.mp4

 

http://intranet.viewbank.vic.edu.au/videos/Platter_Ladder.mp4

 

 

 

Some other projects are featured below:

Veena Nair
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Textiles News

Miss Rank’s Year 7s have been working on being extra Covid Safe, by designing and

creating their very own face masks. 

The students learnt about the requirements to meet health guidelines, and went on to

design their decoration, and dye their fabrics themselves. 

With guidance from Miss Rank, each student completed their own personalised face

mask, testing their skills learnt on the sewing machine. 

Well done year 7H, 7I and 7J!

 

Year 8 Visual Communication Design and Food for Health

Art  News
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Year 8 Visual Communication Design and Food For Health worked together to create a

real branded chocolate product.  Students came up with a name, the flavours and the

visual design for the chocolate, which was made into a 3D package before making and

packaging the chocolate.  Students and teachers had a fabulous time doing it and the

results were gorgeous.

From Ms Cummins, Ms Fischer, Ms Stray and Ms Robertson

 

Year 9 Urban Art Skateboard

The Year 9 Urban Art class returned from remote learning, and ready to produce their

spray painted skateboards.  Each student designed and produced their very own stencil to

make it their own.  A couple of hurdles happened, lack of spray paint available was one of

them, but the results speak for themselves.  

Well done Miss Rank’s and Ms Fischer's Year 9 Urban Art classes

Year 8 3D Art
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Merry Christmas from Food Tech

 

 

Food Technology News
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Future Project

These are photos from the food for the future project yesterday showcasing meals that

have less of an impact on the environment!

 

 

Ms Robertson & Ms Stray
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A big thank you to all the students and families who have returned overdue library books

over the last few weeks. 

We really appreciate your support in maintaining the library resources for students.

 

Summer reading

Don’t forget to get some summer reading organised before the end of the term.

 

 You can:

Library News
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Borrow from the library - loans are now due at the start of Term 1 next year

Use the e-platform to borrow ebooks and audiobooks. Books can be downloaded

to your phone or device - perfect if you are going away.  See our guide, or see us in

the library for help setting it up. 

Take home an ex-library book - a selection of books are currently available at the

library entrance for re-homing. 

Come and see us if you would like help with suggestions for what to read - or take a look

at our Holiday Reading Guide.

 

Reorganising the collection

We are lucky to have a varied collection in the library, including fiction, non-fiction,

biographies and graphic fiction.  But one thing we often hear from students (and staff!) is

how difficult it can be to know what to look for when browsing the shelves.  This year we

have been working on re-organising the collection into smaller sections which we think

will help with browsing for that next book. We have made a start on labelling and moving

the fiction books – replacing the A-Z author sequence with genres. It’s a big task, and the

shelves do look chaotic at the moment, but we plan to have it finished for when students

return next year. 

Library volunteers
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Students can sign up to help out in the library during breaks or after school.  We really

appreciate their help, and it’s a chance for them to be involved and get some useful

experience.  Although we haven’t been able to run the program for a lot of this year, a

number of students have helped us out, especially at the start and end of the year.  Our

thanks to Eleanor Wisbey, Jack Carter, Natasha Wills, Sarah Burston, Scarlett Roddy,

Maggie Fu, Bianca Stella, Thomas Dorrofield and Ava Sheldon-Collins. 

Chloe Powell and Megan Becke
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This year Bits and Bobs Club was launched at Viewbank College and it has proven to be a

favourite Lunchtime Activity for VBC students.

The club is run by one of our leading Year 9 students, Jack Carter, every Tuesday and

Thursday lunchtime in R18.

Activities include: 

paint-by-numbers

DIY bracelets

make your own pot plant

cookie decorating

slime making

design your own t-shirt and many more.

Students have been so keen to attend the club and their craft creations are sensational!

Anyone is welcome to join, so if this sounds like something you’d like to get involved in

please see Ms. Buffey in the C-block staffroom for sign-up details. 

Bits and Bobs Club
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A big thank you to our regular helpers and Jack Carter for supplying and supervising the

activities. 

Sarah Buffey

Dear ADF families,

 

The year is rapidly coming to an end and I’m sure everybody is looking towards a well

earned break over the holiday period. 

This year has presented many challenges to students and parents with Covid and the

interruption of face to face learning. Thankfully we appear to be moving closer to a Covid

normal life with things slowly returning. 

Each year we acknowledge all of our students who are graduating and congratulate them

on six years of secondary learning.  We hope each and every one of them can look

forward to a positive and exciting future.  

We wish the following students the very best: 

Warrick Glendening

Alexander McGregor

Madeleine Messer

ADF News
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Andrew Milesi

Cooper Rodrigues

Each year we also have families move as a result of parents being posted. This year we

wish the Murray and Ward families all the very best with their relocation. I have spoken

with the kids and there is quite an element of excitement attached to the moves. 

I sincerely hope that they have enjoyed their time at Viewbank College and take with

them many fond memories of friends and staff.

 

Can I remind parents that if they are experiencing any difficulties that the Defence Family

Helpline is available on 1800 624 608, please don’t hesitate to call them for any of your

needs.

Wish you all the very best for the Festive season

 

Michael Walton

michael.walton@education.vic.gov.au
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Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.

Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to escalate and more

positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

General College Information
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‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount
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against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

 

 

 

 

Community
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Banyule Carols by

Candlelight 2020

Carols by Candlelight 2020 is

going ahead in an online

format, it will be hosted

online and streamed on

Saturday 12th December at

6pm:

www.banyule.vic.gov.au/Caro

ls

We would love as much

community engagement as

possible in this virtual event

and have two opportunities

for you to get involved!

1. Paper Stars Stage

Decoration

Each person to create

their own paper star and

write your name and

Christmas wish on it

The paper stars can be

any size or colour, and

we will sew them

together to form a star

garland for the carols

stage decoration

Post your stars to:

Banyule Arts & Culture

Team, attention Anthea

Fahey

PO Box 94,

Greensborough VIC

3088

Submit your Christmas

message and wishes for

our community; include

your name, age and

suburb

The messages and

wishes will be included

in the final Carols by

Candlelight video!

Link on Carols event

page:

www.banyule.vic.gov.au/

Carols

1. Share Your Christmas

Message

Any questions please let me

know and if you could please

share this email far and wide

with the Banyule community,

it would be much

appreciated! We hope you

would like to be involved 😊

Anthea Fahey

Festivals & Cultural Projects

Officer

Banyule City Council 

T (03) 9457 9843

www.banyule.vic.gov.au |

 Facebook | Twitter
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