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Viewbank College

Issue 14 - 20 Dec 2023
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

In my final newsletter for the year, | want to thank all members of the community for your support and active engagement
with the College and the College priorities — most importantly, the academic, personal and emotional growth of each and
every child.

As staff have reflected on the year, many have commented about the really strong sense that most students have found
some renewed sense of community and purpose post-Covid lockdown years.

In a year of disruption, with ongoing conflicts overseas, local protests and disharmony amongst us, schools and education
continues to be the most important protective factor for our young people and determinant of future success.

Engagement levels in our curricular and co-curricular programs has been really positive and we look forward to what 2024
brings.

Staff farewells:

On behalf of the College Community, | would like to say thank you to the following staff for their contributions to the teaching
program at the College:

Emma Wang (MLC)

Nathaniel Lamb

Martin Luo (study)

Greg Wilson (Elevation Secondary College)
David Lawn

Isaac Duan (Donvale Christian College)
Laura Stein (lvanhoe Grammar)

Alex Betcher (overseas)

Chloe Timms (Luther College)

Katrina Wellins (Brisbane)

Jackson Moloney (Surf Coast)

Darren Murray (Orbost)
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Kimberley Starr (Hazel Glen College)

Helen Peake (Retirement)

Craig Harrison (Retirement)

| particularly wish to thank both Helen and Craig for their enormous contributions to Viewbank College and State education.
They will be greatly missed. Both have been highly valued staff members who have had such positive impacts on the lives of
the young people they have worked with.

On behalf of the whole principal team, | wish all of you a very happy festive season and holiday period with family and friends.
Stay safe, relax, and enjoy what the break brings.

Sharon Grimes

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
(Yr 7 & Yr 12 - start on 30th)
(Yr 8 - Yrll1 - start on 31st)
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

January
Tuesday 30th

Yr 7 & Yr 12 classes commence

Wednesday 31st

Rest of school classes commence

February

Thursday 1st

Yr 12 Secrets to Success at LaTrobe University

Friday 2nd

Yr 12 Secrets to Success at LaTrobe University

Monday 5th

Music Information evening (Yr 7s)

Wednesday 7th

House Swimming Carnival - whole school

Thursday 15th

Senior Inter-school sport round robin
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Exciting Sport News

Tennis - National Singles Championship

Our very own Daniel Jovanovski has repeated his December Showdown triumph of last
year, where he swept the 14-and-under national championships, as he claimed the 2023

16-and-under boys’ singles title. Congratulations Daniel!

National Athletics In Perth

Congratulations to:

Freya W - 7th in U16 Hammer , 10th in Discus
Eva W - 3rd in U18 Hammer

Zoe R - 2nd in U15 Hammer, 10th in Shotput

Amazing work!
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Senior School News

"O" Week

VBC O week was an extended affair in 2023. It helped to prepare our year 10 and year 11
students for their 2024 classes. Each student had 3 classes covering content and starting
holiday homework. Our senior team also ran house activities for both year levels,
organised different workshops focusing on cognitive verbs, senior school processes,
ATAR and study scores. Thank you to the focus that was applied by students at this late
stage in the year and we are excited to have them back on the 30th Jan (year 12s) and 31st
Jan (Year 11). We are also excited to be taking our year 12s out to La Trobe University for
a Retreat where they will kick start their studies on the 2nd and 3rd of Feb. Please submit
consent and payment to compass before the due date of the 30th Jan. Have a great festive
period and enjoy the New Year!

The Senior School Team
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Middle School News

Holocaust Exhibition

On Tuesday the 5th of December our Year 9 students completed an integrated unit
studying the Holocaust in Humanities and English throughout Term 4. In Humanities the
students learned about the history of the Holocaust, and this was complemented by a
range of text studies in English including excerpts from "The Diary of Anne Frank". The
students were able to connect their learnings across the two subjects to create an
exhibition celebrating their work called The Light in the Darkness. This year the
exhibition also had an added memorial component where our guests were invited to sit
quietly and reflect on the exhibition. The students had decorated this room with
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butterflies to memorialise some of the victims of the Holocaust and the flickering candles
lent a beautiful ambience to the room. Our Year 9 families and the wider Viewbank
community were invited to attend the evening and it was wonderful to see so many
families coming to see the exhibition that their students created. We would also like to
acknowledge the hard work of our wonderful Year 9 English and Humanities teachers
who led their students through this project.

Lisa-Marie Coghlan and Fiona Ellis

Junior Debating

In Semester 2 this year, our Junior Debating team represented Viewbank College with
distinction. Competing in the Junior Secondary Program, our team defeated Parade
College and Ivanhoe Grammar in debates about the importance of school tests and the
use of animal products. Ruby Quick, Ved Nimbalkar, Emily Ding, Jayda Koch and
Bethany Cadusch all excelled and demonstrated excellent team work skills and the ability
to articulate arguments. Thanks to their parents for supporting them, and to Ms Fenech

and Mr Raseta for guiding these students through their first debating competition.
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Year 9 Awards End of Year Ceremony

Year 7 Public Speaking
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Year 8 Camp

My experience at Merricks Lodge was incredible, not only were the staff amazing but the
activities were so much fun. We only stayed at Merricks Lodge for 1 night which was
unfortunate because there were so many activities but luckily we all squashed them into
the 2 action packed days. The activities that we did were Surfing, Crate Stacking,
Archery, Aqua Challenges, Orienteering and writing postcards for our future selves in
year 12. We also had a lovely lady come in and give us a presentation about the marine
life which was so empowering, and of course it wouldn’t be a camp without a trivia night
at the end of the day, hosted by the amazing Mr Lyngcoln. My favourite activity of the
camp was definitely surfing because it was so much fun surfing with all my friends, but my
favourite part of the camp was definitely the crate stack, when Mr Moloney joined in to
help hold the crates along with about 5 other kids after I got to 12 crates. I'm so grateful
that I was able to attend this camp and spend a fantastic 2 days at Merricks Lodge with my

friends, peers and teachers. -Adalia M
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Art & Technology

Year 8 Gravity Racers

Students in year 8 Materials Technology classes were introduced to mechanical systems
by designing a timber racer powered by gravity. Students had free choice for their design,
with some racers based on actual vehicles, while others were based on more organic
shapes such as animals or food. Students were required to demonstrate safe use of tools
and machinery, including the Band Saw, Belt Sander, Disc Sander, and Spindle Sander.
Students enjoyed the racing component of the process, with Rhys (8C), Levi (8D), and
Zac (8K) winning their class races, and Liam (8C), Rhodes (8D), and Isaac (8K) winning

best in show.

Ashli Roberts

Year 9 Clocks

Students in year 9 Materials Technology were given free choice to design a Clock based
on something within their life. Their designs were based on animals, art, astronomy, film,
sport, or video games, and many students incorporated laser cutting and/or engraving
into their design. Students were required to demonstrate safe use of tools and machinery,
including the Angle Grinder, Band Saw, Belt Sander, Biscuit Jointer, Disc Sander, Jigsaw,
MIG Welder, Mitre Saw, Orbital Sander, Palm Router, Spindle Sander, and Thicknesser.
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Ashli Roberts

School tor Student Leadership

Congratulations to the School for Student Leadership students, Tiglath Chibo, Avah
Hadjigeorgiou, Niamh Henry and Declan Lawton. These 4 students were away all of Term
1 attending the School for Student Leadership where they learnt and developed their
leadership and personal skills. As part of their work, students had to complete a
Community Learning Project. These students were determined to make their community
learning project, '"The Diversity Bench' a reality. These benches have been designed to
represent the diversity in our school community as well as promote school House pride.
Thank you to all the Year 9s who participated in the hand printing to decorate the

benches. The benches will sit on the new College walking trail as a legacy to Year 9 2023.
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2024 College Production

2024 Viewbank College Production

We are excited to announce that the 2024 Viewbank College will be Seussical!

Now one of the most performed shows in America, Seussical is a fantastical, magical,
musical extravaganza! Tony winners, Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, have lovingly
brought to life all of our favorite Dr. Seuss characters, including Horton the Elephant, The
Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, lazy Mayzie and a little boy with a big imagination -
Jojo. The colorful characters transport us from the Jungle of Nool to the Circus McGurkus

to the invisible world of the Whos.

The Cat in the Hat tells the story of Horton, an elephant who discovers a speck of dust
that contains the Whos, including Jojo, a Who child sent off to military school for
thinking too many "thinks." Horton faces a double challenge: not only must he protect
the Whos from a world of naysayers and dangers, but he must guard an abandoned egg,
left in his care by the irresponsible Mayzie La Bird. Although Horton faces ridicule,

danger, kidnapping and a trial, the intrepid Gertrude McFuzz never loses faith in him.
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Ultimately, the powers of friendship, loyalty, family and community are challenged and
emerge triumphant.

Seussical is fun for the whole family!
Performers of all ages will be excited to portray the characters from the familiar Dr. Seuss
fables.

Financial support for Families

CSEF 2024 - Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund

To be eligible for CSEF you need to have a current Centrelink pensioner concession or

Health Care Card. Please see the link below for further information

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.
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Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2023

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

* live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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Student scholarships

The Department of Education administers a number of scholarships that are available to

eligible students who are enrolled in Grade 4 to Year 12 in 2023.

Applicants for these scholarships will be evaluated on their:
- participation in school activities
- community involvement

- academic achievement.

Scholarships are either one-off payments or cover the duration of the student’s course or
annual study.

Many of these scholarships have specific eligibility criteria so please refer to individual
applications for more information. Applications are currently open and close on
Thursday 1 February 2024.

For more information and a list of available scholarships, refer to the 2024 Student
scholarships for Grade 4 - Year 12 fact sheet .

For information on how to apply, refer to Student scholarships.
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Community News
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Banyule Youth Services

What's happening...

Banyule Youth Services School Holiday Events

Banyule Youth Services will be again offering a range of youth events over the January
school holidays. This will include a movie session, gaming afternoon, clothes swap,
waterslide night and yoga & dance workshops. Most are free or low cost. Check out the
attached flyer for more information.

WHEN: various - January

INFORMATION & BOOKINGS: Check the website
www.banyuleyouth.com/schoolholidays/

WHO: various ages - young people

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Lisa on 0427 833 321 or

lisa.said @banyule.vic.gov.au
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