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Viewbank College

Issue 13 - 01 Dec 2023
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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2023 Term Dates
Term 4: Monday 2nd October, 2023 - Friday 15th December, 2023

Student free days: Friday 8th December - Curriculum Day

December

Friday 1st
Yr10 Assembly & last day

Yr 9 Last day of formal classes

Tuesday 5th
Yr 9 Funfields excursion

Holocaust Exhibition tour

Wednesday 6th
Middle School Production

Thursday 7th
Yr 9 Assembly (last day)
Middle School Production

Friday 8th

Curriculum Day - Student Free day
Tuesday 12th
Yr 7 Funfields excursion

Grade 6 into Yr 7 (2024) Orientation day

Wednesday 13th
Yr 8 Camp

Thursday 14th
Yr 8 Camp
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Friday 15th
Yr 7 & Yr 8 Assemblies-last day (finish at 11.30am)
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

The last few weeks have been incredibly busy, with so many events and activities taking place as the 2023 school year is
quickly coming to a close.

We have held awards ceremonies for our Year 10 & 11 students during this last week, recognising the achievement and effort
of many students. | want to congratulate all students on their efforts during the year and for their positive approach and
engagement in orientation week. The reports | have had from teachers indicate a strong desire from students for a fresh start
and a big 2024!

We wish all our senior students a safe and happy holiday period. Don't forget to complete your holiday homework!

For our Year 7-9 students, we have held many events including finals of public speaking, Holocaust excursions for Year 9
students, the Duke of Ed camp, the amazing Art and Technology show and of course, the completion of exams. We also had
some sporting teams through to State finals.

Coming events include:
Holocaust - ‘the light in the darkness’' community evening
Year 9 program week and final assembly
Middle School Production
2024 Year 7 orientation day
Year 8 camp
Year 7 Funfields excursion

Year 7 & 8 final assemblies
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| want to thank our teachers, who continue to teach classes, mark exams and student work, write reports, plan for next year
and engage in all of the activities and events right through to the final day. There is no down time for them, and | applaud their
commitment.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

Middle School News

The Light in the Darkness Yr 9 Humanities & English

Our Year 9 students are completing an integrated unit studying the Holocaust in English
and Humanities throughout Term 4. This will culminate in an exhibition that celebrates
their work. We would like to invite our Year 9 families and Viewbank community to

attend the exhibition. This year the exhibition also has an added memorial component.

Community Open Evening - 55 stories of Survival, hope and resilience during the

Holocaust
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Tuesday 5th December
Session 1 - 4.00 - 5.30pm
Session 2 - 6.00 - 7.30pm

Please use this link to book. There is no cost involved

Year 9 Jewish and Holocaust Museum visit

Last week, all year nine classes went to the Jewish and Holocaust Museum of Melbourne.
It was a truly moving experience that helped us gain a very important insight into the
culture and experience of Jews during the holocaust as we continue to investigate what
really went on in the Holocaust. We first went to the Melbourne Jewish Museum and got
a taste of the Jewish culture. We had some of the food, bread, and some tasty grape wine.
We were allowed to browse through the Museum and learn about the important festivals
of Judaism. This helped us further understand how distressing it would’ve been for Jews
who couldn’t celebrate these festivals during the Holocaust. After that, we made our trip
to the Melbourne Holocaust Museum. This was a very immersive tour of the whole place
as we saw a lot of items from the holocaust and maps that showed what was happening
during this horrible time. But the most interesting part of the whole trip was being able to
listen to a real-life survivor of the Holocaust. Joe articulated his incredible life story very
well and was able to keep a group of 30 year-nine students attentive and quiet; a feat that
can’t be achieved by many. But the main takeaway from this amazing experience was the
human nature of this trip, a step away from reading books, but being able to listen to a
real story of what happened to someone will always be kept in our minds for the rest of
our lives.

Kevin 9E
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Student Achievements

Congratulations to the following VBC students for receiving their Australian Scouts
Award thisyear - Molly Symons, James Patterson, Max Parrent and Lutz Stevens.
Matilda Crawford has also received her Queen Scouts Award. A fabulous achievement!
The leadership, social connection and survival skills learned by each of these individuals
will be valuable for life throughout secondary school years and certainly beyond. Each
level of award requires a number of challenges to be met with confidence and earned

through hard work and good planning. Well done to all!
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Australian Mathematics Competition

Earlier this year close to 200 students participated in the Australian Mathematics
Competition, a near 100% increase in participation from 2022. Students growing
enthusiasm and confidence in math has been fantastic to witness and a testament to the
great work that is happening in classrooms everyday. Students should now have received

their certificates and are being acknowledged at end of year assemblies. Below, we’d like

to recognize our top performing students at each year level.

Year 7

Nick
Ben
Jade
Ryan
Rafael
Aaron
William
Joon
Emily
Sunny
Harliv

Tam
Year 8
Gabriel

Bowen

Jaden

Power
Long
Dawson

Fraser

Freibothe

ZHANG
Zhou
Park
Ding

Vo
Singh
Pham

Tran

Yan

Purmawinata
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Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
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Distinction
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Distinction
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Jerry
Micah
Bianca
Luke
Jack
Eren
Khuong
Nithu
Deniz
Bastien
Isha
Anna
Lutz

Gary

Year 9

Sarvesh
Bohdan
An
Leon
Aryan
Luke
Nini

Year 10

Odyn
Emil
Xavier
Vista

Raga

Yang
Jayasinghe
Wei

Haila

Park
Sahingoez
Vo
Thellamurege
Sahingoez
Feilso
Patel
Zhao
Stevens

Lei

Swaminathan
Sukhorukov
Pham

Xu

Mittal
Whitby

Ju

Stockmyer
Haila

Feilso
Ghalehbeigi
Neela
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Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction
Distinction

Distinction

Distinction
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit
Credit

Distinction

Distinction
Credit
Credit
Credit

Well done to all participants, a wonderful effort.

Julien Baggiere

Head of Mathematics
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Science News

BBC Earth Experience

We were lucky enough to be invited to preview The BBC Earth Experience last
Wednesday evening. Imagine being taken on an epic journey through the seven
continents, with footage from Seven Worlds, One Planet. This mesmerising experience is
brought to life using 80+ multi-angle screens, allowing for a seamless 360-degree audio-
visual experience. Combined with beautiful cinematography, and insightful narration by
Sir David Attenborough, it is a must see for all nature lovers and explorers. With a firm
commitment to education and environmental awareness, the resounding message from
BBC Earth Experience is to spark joy, curiosity and passion in our young people to care
for the planet and its extraordinary biodiversity.

Exclusive to Melbourne, we think this is a once in a lifetime opportunity you won't want
to miss. Allow for 1.5-2hrs for the full experience. More information at:

https://bbcearthexperience.com/melbourne
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Art & Tech News

Art & Tech show 2023

What a night for all of our community, with perfect weather, amazing food and a lot to
look at.

The art and tech show showcased a range of work from our students across Design
Technology, Food Technology, Visual Communication and Design, Media Studies and of
course, Art.

Design technology showcased some of the amazing projects made from wood to steel and

all things in between. Food Technology showed us the depth and consideration that can
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go into our everyday menus but also provided delicious treats! Visual communication
had new and innovative solutions from home design through to the products we use
every day.
Media provided a great chance to sit and soak in the year 12s final productions and Art
provided a chance to see the unique perception and interpretations of the students made
real.
We would like to thank the school community for supporting the show, the students for
showcasing and being bold with their ideas and the staff for putting it together, feeding us
and helping everyone just have a great night! Also massive thanks to Ben Mogford whose

photography is amazing, but we wouldn’t have a show without him.

The Bar has been raised and we can't wait to see what's coming in 24!
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Sport News

Year 7 Boys Cricket

State Runners up
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2024 College Production

2024 Viewbank College Production

We are excited to announce that the 2024 Viewbank College will be Seussical!

Now one of the most performed shows in America, Seussical is a fantastical, magical,
musical extravaganza! Tony winners, Lynn Ahrens and Stephen Flaherty, have lovingly
brought to life all of our favorite Dr. Seuss characters, including Horton the Elephant, The
Cat in the Hat, Gertrude McFuzz, lazy Mayzie and a little boy with a big imagination -
Jojo. The colorful characters transport us from the Jungle of Nool to the Circus McGurkus

to the invisible world of the Whos.

The Cat in the Hat tells the story of Horton, an elephant who discovers a speck of dust
that contains the Whos, including Jojo, a Who child sent off to military school for
thinking too many "thinks." Horton faces a double challenge: not only must he protect
the Whos from a world of naysayers and dangers, but he must guard an abandoned egg,
left in his care by the irresponsible Mayzie La Bird. Although Horton faces ridicule,
danger, kidnapping and a trial, the intrepid Gertrude McFuzz never loses faith in him.
Ultimately, the powers of friendship, loyalty, family and community are challenged and
emerge triumphant.

Seussical is fun for the whole family!

Performers of all ages will be excited to portray the characters from the familiar Dr. Seuss
fables.
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2024 Booklists

2024 Booklists - now available - orders to be placed online by 13th December, 2023
The 2024 Booklist link is now available and open at www.campion.com.au or via

the College website under the Parent tab. Please refer to the "How to order online"

flyer below.

To access the booklists, you may need to create an account simply by entering your email
address and creating a password. Please use code 4XC3 (if you do not know your
student's email address). Orders are to be placed by 4pm on Wednesday 13th
December, 2023. All booklist orders placed by Wednesday 13th December 2023 will be
home delivered, with a flat rate of $12 delivery cost. Every effort will be made to deliver
your order by 25th January 2024.0Orders can still be placed after the due date by visiting
Campion’s website or Retail Service Centre. Full stock availability cannot always be
guaranteed for orders placed after the due date. Any problems with the Campion

website, please contact them on 1300 433 982 or help@campion.com.au

Dear Parents and Carers,
The booklists for 2024 have recently been released and you may have noticed that the
English text requirements look a little different from previous years. Year 7 and Year 8
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students will no longer have a prescribed novel purchase. Year 9 students are required to
purchase Looking for Alibrandi and Animal Farm and Year 10 students Fahrenheit 451.
Across all 7 - 10 levels students will be provided with all other texts studied in the form of
short stories, poetry, audiovisual, articles etc. These changes are because at senior levels
the new VCAA VCE Study Designs are currently being designed and implemented across
the three Englishes — English, Literature and English Language - and are moving to a
focus on mentor texts and creative writing. The English team are adapting our programs
to best prepare our students for VCE English and beyond by building appropriate skills
and also offering a wide range of choice to our cohorts. The library will be a regularly
utilised resource across all classes in 2024 as all students will continue to engage in their
own private reading and these texts will also be implemented into our assessment
programs.

Thank you for supporting your student’s English journey at Viewbank College.

Fiona Ellis
Head of English and Literacy

Library News

Nova Weetman Author Visit

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/MODrbr5/preview/pdf 17122



28/11/2025, 10:03 Issue 13 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Financial support tor Families

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility
To be eligible, families must:
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* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2023
* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)
*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply
* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au

Student scholarships
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The Department of Education administers a number of scholarships that are available to

eligible students who are enrolled in Grade 4 to Year 12 in 2023.

Applicants for these scholarships will be evaluated on their:
- participation in school activities
- community involvement

- academic achievement.

Scholarships are either one-off payments or cover the duration of the student’s course or
annual study.

Many of these scholarships have specific eligibility criteria so please refer to individual
applications for more information. Applications are currently open and close on
Thursday 1 February 2024.

For more information and a list of available scholarships, refer to the 2024 Student

scholarships for Grade 4 — Year 12 fact sheet .

For information on how to apply, refer to Student scholarships.

Community News

Pridespace the LGBTIQA + community. This group is

facilitated by headspace Greensborough.
Headspace Greensborough is excited to invite

young people to join our new social group
Dates & Times:

Pridespace!
4:30pm - 5:30pm, Thursday December 14

Pridespace is an inclusive social group for

young people aged 16 to 25 who identify with
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Code Camp 1800 800 007 for more information.

Banyule Council Immunisation
catch up.

Please see the attached letter from Banyule

Council

Mucky Puppy Theatre

Metro Trains

Buses replace trains on the Hurstbridge Line

in December

Buses replace trains from 8.30pm Friday 1
December to last service Monday 18 December
on sections of the Hurstbridge Line.

Metro Trains advises passengers to plan ahead

and allow extra time. Visit ptv.vic.gov.au or call
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Banyule Youth Services

What's happening...

Banyule Youth Disability Newsletter
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