28/11/2025, 09:48 Issue 13 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Read online: https://newsletters.naavi.com/i/5DaL3kN

Viewbank College

Issue 13 - 22 Nov 2024
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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From The Wellbeing Team Financial support for Families
Help us make a Difference Community News

General College Information

Art and Technology Expo

The Viewbank College 2024 Art and Technology Expo will be held on Tuesday 26th
November, 2024 from 6.30pm - 8.30pm.

The event is free, although bookings are essential (for catering purposes).

To book, click the Trybooking link https://www.trybooking.com/CWVE]
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.01pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/5DaL3kN/preview/pdf 3/39


http://www.viewbank.vic.edu.au/
https://www.viewbank.vic.edu.au/calendar-term-dates/

28/11/2025, 09:48 Issue 13 PDF Export - iNewsletter

2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

November

Friday 22nd November
German Study Tour
Astronomy elective excursion (Science Works and Planetarium)

Rear Mirror Production Screening 6.00pm and 7.30pm

Monday 25th November
German Study Tour

PAT Testing (Years 7 & 8)
No classes for Years 10 & 11

Tuesday 26th November
German Study Tour
O Week (Yr10 & 11)

Wednesday 27th November
German Study Tour

O Week (Yr 10 & 11)

PAT Testing (Year 9)

Year 9 Exams

Science Experience — Camp Dookie

Year 8 (B,C,D) Drama rehearsals and performances

Thursday 28th November
German Study Tour

O Week (Yr 10 & 11)

Year 9 Exams

Year 9 Assembly - period 4
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Science Experience — Camp Dookie

Friday 29th November
German Study Tour

O Week (Yr 10 & 11)
PAT Testing (Year 9)
Year 9 Exams

Science Experience - Camp Dookie

December

Monday 2nd December

German Study Tour

Yr 11 2025 Presentation Ball enrolment confirmation night 7.30pm (PAC)
Year 8 (A,E) Drama rehearsals and performances

O Week (Yr10 & 11)

Tuesday 3rd December

German Study Tour

Year 7 (2025) Parent Info Night (Gym)
O Week (Yr 10 & 11)

Wednesday 4th December
German Study Tour

Final Day Yr 10 & 11's
Middle School Production
O Week (Yr 10 & 11)

Thursday 5th December
German Study Tour

Student Leader training day
Holocaust Parent Night 4pm-7pm
Middle School Production

Yr 9 program week starts

Friday 6th December
Year 9 program

German Study Tour
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Monday 9th December
German Study Tour

Year 9 program

Tuesday 10th December
Orientation Day

Year 9 Funfields

Second Hand Uniform Sale
German Study Tour

Year 9 program

Wednesday 11th December
Year 9 Awards
Year 7 & 8 Program Week

German Study Tour

Thursday 12th December
Year 7 & 8 Program Week

Friday 13th December
Year 7 & 8 Program Week

Monday 16th December
Year 7 Excursion (Funfields)
Year 8 Excursion (Gumbya)

Year 7 & 8 Program Week

Tuesdayl7th December
Year 7 & 8 Program Week
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank Community,

As we move toward the last four weeks of the term, nothing has slowed down!
We have worked our way through VCE exams, Year 11 and 10 exams and will soon have
our Year 9 students undertake their exams.

Next week is Orientation week for our VCE students of 2025.

All great preparation for their final year of schooling, but also for life.
Whilst we provide for students with compassionate needs, it is important to remind your
students that a little stress or anxiety is a normal part of life and our personal growth.

We learn the most from being in a state of discomfort, and exams provide that learning.

Other fabulous events happening include our Art and Tech show, the student produced

and directed film “Rear Mirror”, Middle School Production and our Holocaust Parent

Night. Please book in for one or all of these and support the amazing work of our staff and

students.

Our German Study tour starts today, and we look forward to sharing lots of moments on

Instagram. We wish Jaclyn Curnow, Ross Purcell and the students happy travels!
Finally, we have had a lot of sporting participation and success at State Level this term.

Read more in the sport report, but this is an incredible achievement, and I want to

congratulate all students who have participated in our sporting program this year.
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During the Year 7 & 8 end of year program, our Phys Ed department will be running a
Walkathon around the school’s walking track.

We are asking family and friends to sponsor their student per lap and aim to raise money
for new basketball backboards and rings.

More information about this to come!

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

Statf Achievements

Pasquale Bartalotta

Our very own Pasquale Bartalotta, has just been awarded the highly coveted Travel Gang
Theatre Educator Scholarship. This incredible opportunity will take him to New York
City, where he will gain invaluable experiences that will shape his work as an educator
and mentor. Pasquale’s selection follows a fiercely competitive process that saw 112

applicants vying for the chance to receive this prestigious scholarship.

“As a former teacher, I wanted to find a way to give back and honour the hard work and
dedication of teachers and youth theatre educators,” says Dr. Shane Bransdon, founder of
Travel Gang. “This scholarship acknowledges those who make an incredible impact on
their students and school communities.” Shane's vision underscores the scholarship's

focus on rewarding educators who inspire excellence in the arts.
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As part of his scholarship journey, Pasquale will travel to New York in January, where he
will experience Broadway shows and undertake professional learning. Music Theatre
International Australasia, a partner in the scholarship, is thrilled to support this initiative.
“Pasquale will not only get to experience some of the world’s best theatre but also
observe Broadway professionals in a rehearsal room—a chance to gain fresh insights to

inspire his work back home,” says Stuart Hendricks from MTI.

Pasquale’s application for the scholarship was supported by his students. Year 12 Theatre
Studies student Liv McIntyre credits him with her growth as an actor and leader. “Theatre
Studies is such a vulnerable subject, and Pasquale excels at creating a family-like
atmosphere where we can truly grow. I couldn’t imagine a more supportive teacher,” Liv

reflects.

Jaclyn Curnow

Jaclyn Curnow was asked to be a key note speaker at Language Teachers Association of
the Northern Territory on November 1st.

Jaclyn was speaking about how to use technology to help students reflect on their
learning.

This came about for Jaclyn after she was recognised from committee members from the
outstanding job she did at presenting at a conference in New Zealand in the prior school
holidays.

Congratulations to Jaclyn for being chosen to undertake this wonderful achievement.
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Year 9 Duke of Edinburgh Camp

Duke of Edinburgh Camp

On the 6th of November, the year 9 Duke of Edinburgh class set off for our final qualifying
camp at Murrindindi Scenic Reserve. After dropping off our group gear, we were taken to
the start of the Murrindindi River Walk Trail, where we prepared for the hike and
eventually set off.

After a day of hiking with heavy packs in 30-degree heat, sharing snacks and even
working through a few injuries, we made it back to camp. Everyone was eager to set up

tents, check out the river, and then begin cooking our first dinner.

On day two, we left our big packs behind and set off to Wilhelmina Falls for lunch. The
hike was around 6.5kms return, with great weather and amazing views along the way.

That night a fair bit of rain came in, but thankfully it didn’t last long.

By the final day, we were all exhausted, sore and ready to head home. Without a doubt,

this camp was filled with challenges- everything from forgetting fuel for cooking lunch, to
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cleaning dirty trangia's.

However, despite the challenges, the experience was amazing.

The campfires, exploring the area, cooking meals, and making memories with both new
and old friends made it an unforgettable camp that we all truly enjoyed. The combination
of good company, great conversations, and shared experiences left us with memories that
will stick with us for years to come.

Olivia Reifschneider

Art and Technology Expo

The Viewbank College 2024 Art and Technology Expo will be held on Tuesday 26th
November, 2024 from 6.30pm - 8.30pm.

The event is free, although bookings are essential (for catering purposes).

To book, click the Trybooking link https://www.trybooking.com/CWVEFE]
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Numeracy Challenge

Numeracy Challenge 8:

Many thanks to everyone who participated in the last challenge.
I was incredibly pleased with how many students, staff and parents engaged with the
challenge.

Special Mention to:

Mrs Jenita Jadeja,

Kaylee (Yr.9)

Helian (Yr.9)

Nikhil (Yr. 9)

Jovana (Yr. 9)

Alannah (Yr. 10)

Rianna (Yr. 10)

Aiden King (Yr 11) for getting all responses correct.

Looking forward to seeing responses with this week’s challenge.

https://forms.office.com/r/8bZ4QVkMfiKind

Ritika Mahajan
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Humanities News

Our Year 9 students are currently completing an integrated unit studying the Holocaust in

English and Humanities.

They are working in small groups to research and create a museum exhibit featuring 55
survivors of the Holocaust, including survivors who settled in Melbourne. The groups
focus is “The One’, putting a face, life, and story to the numbers of the Holocaust, and in
doing so keep the memory and voice of their survivor alive.

This work is culminating in an exhibition and community gallery walk evening as a
celebration of this work, and the stories being told and we would love to invite you, our
community to join us in viewing this incredible exhibition.

Please see attached poster for further information.

Year 9 Humanities & English students and teachers
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Vocational Major

Personal Development Skills Long Walk

VM Personal Development Skills spent the last three weeks preparing for a long walk
from VBC to Banyule Flats and then along the Main Yarra Trail to Westerfolds Park for
afternoon tea.

Students benefitted from the college’s new 1km walking track and the newly equipped
fitness centre to ensure appropriate fitness was achieved to complete the 9km (2 hours

with small breaks) one way trip.

On Monday the 11#k of November, some of our year 11 cohort completed the event in
quite warm conditions on the 27 degree afternoon. Congratulations to our students for
working towards the achievement of this goal.

Here are some student highlights from the excursion which we hope to build on in

moving forward into 2025.

The most challenging part was pushing though the heat. It wasn't about the journey it
was the memories we made along the way. My highlight was listening to music with

the boys - Jeremy.

The walk was long and hard but we were able to handle it. The challenging part was
walking in the heat. The highlight of the walk was listening to music with everyone —
Rohan.
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The walk was fun even though there were some challenges, the positives outweighed the

negatives — Xavier

The highlight was getting to hang-out with peers on the walk — Maximus

The highlight was everyone singing along to the music - Jet

The PDS students were very grateful to staff member Renae Betts for availing time and

expertise on the day”

Jamie Lyngcoln
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Tonight!!!!
Rear Mirror Production Screening

Rear Mirror Production Screening

A drama/psychological thriller.... "in the aftermath of a tragic car accident that claims the
life of her mother, Jessie tries to navigate life as a teenager while dealing with pent up

guilt and anger".

Join us for the premiere screening night of the Viewbank College film production of

Rear Mirror.

Year 11 student Vista Ghalehbeigi is the mastermind behind this film.
Vista and a group of VBC students, a couple of former students and staff filmed Rear

Mirror during term 2.

When: Friday 22nd November, 2024
There will be 2 sessions.
Each session is expected to go for 30-40 mins with a Q & A after each showing:
6.00pm
7.30pm

Cost: $15 per ticket**

Venue: Viewbank College Performing Arts Centre

**All proceeds raised will be going to the Yarra Foundation
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https://yarrafoundation.com/

2024 Middle School
Production

Once Upon a Crime

When fairy tale and nursery rhyme characters start disappearing from their stories it is up to
some of the great literary characters from history to solve the mystery and save the day.
Follow Sherlock Holmes, Elizabeth Bennett, Artemis, Adam (Frankenstien's monster),

Dorothy and Toto as they unpack the clues and unravel the enigma. Will they restore literary

normalcy or will they too be lost forever?
Dates:
Wednesday 4th December, 2024 at 7.00pm

Thursday 5th December, 2024 at 7.00pm

Venue:

Viewbank College Performing Arts Centre

Cost:
$15.00
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Food Tech

Year 9 Pop Up Food sales

Year 9 students were given the challenge in food tech to deliver the following brief to

create items for the pop up shop.

In teams of 2-3 students are to design and produce a food product suitable to eat as a
snack or light meal. Your design cannot already be on the VBC Canteen menu.

Your dishes must not contain any nuts or nut products.

Your design must look visually appealing, incorporate a variety of flavours and
textures and must be easy to eat on-the-go (hand-held or in eco- friendly container). It
must also appeal to your target market (Students and Staff) and meet budgetary
constraints (single serving portion must not exceed $1 to produce).

Your preferred design option needs to be prepared and generally pre-cooked within 50
minutes. Garnishing and limited cooking\ reheating may be needed at Pop Up Café

location.

The students came up with fabulous designs , excellent teamwork and good time

management. 5 star effort indeed.
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Halloween

Thursday 31st of October was a great time to make some little treats for Halloween.
Year 10 master chef students made some cup cakes and decorated them as mummies to

celebrate the day. They looked as good as they tasted. Well done all.

Year 12 End of An Era Final Cook Up.

What a great way to finish of year 12 with a nice simple cook up of chips, meat and salad

to celebrate the end of food studies. We wish all our student's all the best in their future

endeavours.
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Parent and Carer School Saving
Bonus Code Distribution

Parent and Carer School Saving Bonus Code Distribution

The Victorian Government is delivering the School Saving Bonus - a one-off $400

support for government school students from Prep to Year 12 in 2025.

From Tuesday 26 November 2024, you will receive an email from the Department of
Education with your unique $400 School Saving Bonus code. The School Saving Bonus

will help families cover the cost of uniforms, textbooks, excursions, activities and more.

If you have multiple children enrolled in Victorian government schools for 2025, you will

receive one School Saving Bonus code email per child. These emails might arrive on
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different days. Please make sure to check your spam/junk email folder.

Parents and carers can use the School Saving Bonus code in store at school-nominated
suppliers. Parents and carers can also choose to access the School Saving Bonus online
system, where they can allocate part or all the $400 bonus to use at school nominated-

online suppliers or for school activities.

To learn more about the School Saving Bonus, visit School Saving Bonus | vic.gov.au

(https://www.vic.gov.au/school-saving-bonus). A step-by-step user guide is attached for

your information.

If you have not received your School Saving Bonus code via email by Friday 29
November, please contact the Department of Education by emailing

school.saving.bonus@education.vic.gov.au

Sports News

Year 8 State Softball Champions

VBC’s year 8 girls softball team battled through the softball state finals on the 14th

November.

After coming up against a state level pitcher against St Albans, we were able to come away

with a one run win.

Unfortunately we were unable to defeat Brentwood, but made up for in with a convincing
win against Frankston. It was all down to %, with each team in our pool having a loss
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throughout the day. We were thrilled to find out we were in the grand final against

Balwyn HS.

The girls fought hard to come away with a one run victory, becoming state champions!
It was such a pleasure to coach this group of students and a bonus that the year 7 girls

softball team also took their state flag!

Friday arvo trainings paid off girls. Well done.
Congratulations to; Ainsley H, Sadhvika PS, Emily D, Nahla R, Eva R, Sehaj J, Thinuli M,
Sienna M, Sophie J, Saige M, Raha S, Olivia C and Lily J.

Year 7 State Softball Champions

The Year 7 Girls headed to Waverley Softball Centre, Waverley on 14th of November,
2024 for State finals and came home undefeated. The event showcased incredible
teamwork and determination.

Our girls kicked off the day by playing their first match against St. Albans College and
won by 2 runs in the 3rd inning itself, setting the tone for what would be a string of
outstanding victories.

There were 4 teams in the pool, and by the end of round-robin stage, they had established

themselves as the team to beat, finishing first in their pool.

With a place in the championship game secured, our girls faced off against Brentwood in
the grand final. It was a close match and our team won by 3 runs. The team’s captain,

Ellie Vukic, displayed outstanding leadership throughout the matches and cheering up for
all.
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Credit must also go to the team’s dedicated coaches Stephanie Keely and Emily Jones

from Year 10, whose guidance played a crucial role in preparing the team to success.

National Taekwondo Competition

3rd in Australia For Salwa!!

Salwa A from Year 7 competed on Sunday 10th November in the National Taekwondo

championships in Brisbane.

Inspired by her mother's passion for self-defence, Salwa has dedicated three years to the

sport, training rigorously under the guidance of her mentor.

With unwavering determination and a strong work ethic, Salwa aspires to reach the
pinnacle of taekwondo by competing in the Olympics. Her advice to aspiring athletes is
simple: hard work and push yourself in pursuit of excellence.

A driving force for Salwa comes from her coach who says to "make pain your friend" and

"always push through".
Salwa competed against 4 other girls in her division.

What an amazing effort that couldn't come without hard work and determination - we are

so proud of you!!
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Umpire Academy returns in 2025

In 2024 Viewbank College formed a partnership with the Yarra Junior Football League to
establish an Umpire Academy. 10 students participated in an 8-week program at the
College which provided key skills to commence umpiring in the YJFL on Sundays and get
paid. The students were introduced to important life skills that umpiring can provide,
namely.

* Decision making

* Leadership

* Effective communication

* Match-day management

* Administration duties

According to league officials, two students had very successful seasons: Jacob Clare
achieved 3 Final appearances including Under 11, Under 12 and Under 13s. Xavier Knight
achieved 8 Finals including an Under 14 Grand Final as a boundary umpire.
Congratulations to Jacob, Xavier and our students who took the first steps into umpiring
in 2024.

Any year 8,9 or 10 students looking to start umpiring in 2025 are welcome to come to an
information session with league officials held at Viewbank College in early December.

Please send an expression of interest to Mr. Lyngcoln via teams.
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Year 7 State Boys Basketball

On Monday 18th November our Year 7 boys headed to the State Basketball Centre to play
in the finals. The boys played 3 games for the day.

Unfortunately the boys were unsuccessful at state level but represented themselves and
the school well all day.

Thanks to Em Jones and Steph Keely for not only coaching but also leading 2 teams to the
state level this year.

Well done to all involved.

*Josh Cadusch, Beau Martin and Mitch Lawton are absent in photo

Year 7 Girls & Boys Tennis District

On Thursday 14th November our Year 7 girls and boys headed to Macleod Tennis Club to
play in the district tennis. Both the girls and the boys had good wins and progress to the

next round. Congratulations to all involved.
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Year 7 Girls Table Tennis State Runners Up

On Wednesday 20th November the Year 7 girls headed to MSAC to compete in the state
table tennis. The girls played 3 matches in their pool which they won them all.
Followed by a very close semi final game which they won to play in the grand final match

and lose. What a huge achievement to be second best in the state!!
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2025 College Contributions Now
Available on Compass

2025 College Contributions Now Available on Compass

Dear Parents and Carers,

I am sharing with you the Viewbank College 2025 Parent Payment Policy together with

two relevant Compass guides for your reference.

All 2025 contributions, except for the Year 9 and 10 electives and VCE material
contributions, are now available for your consideration in the Payment Centre of your
Compass Parent Portal. These remaining items will be added as events in your portal in

Term 1, 2025.

I would also like to highlight the opportunity to make tax-deductible donations to the
Building Fund. These contributions are directed entirely toward enhancing our buildings,
facilities, and overall learning environment.

Together we can make a difference.

Kathleen Hannan

Business Manager
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Library News

Library News

Holiday Borrowing is Go!

With the end of the school year approaching students can now borrow books to take
home over the holidays. Reading is a great way to spend some time over the summer,
whether it's for entertainment, to brush up on literacy skills, to find connection or
comfort, or to pass the time on a long car ride! Setting a challenge can be a great
motivator - we have some summer reading challenge ideas on display in the library - or
see the library website for reading lists, including some recommended new books from

the year: https://tinyurl.com/2detmx7n

There is also a fantastic online collection of eBooks and audiobooks available through the

ePlatform, which can be accessed all year round.

Meet the author
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We are excited to be closing the year with a visit from international bestselling author
Amie Kaufman. She’ll be running a masterclass with Year 7 and 8 students taking part in
the VHAP program, and will also be dropping into the library during break 1 to answer

questions and sign books. All are welcome to the recess session.

Thank you

Thank you to everyone who has been involved with the library this year — creating our
library bookmarks, helping out at the desk, shelving books, reviewing and
recommending books, taking part in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge and in book club.
In particular we’d like to thank Year 12s — Estella L has been a superstar library volunteer
since she was in Year 8; Katelyn M and Ruslana T have contributed ideas and discussions
through book club - and Katelyn has been a fantastic source of reviews, bookish
information and recommendations!

Chloe and Jordan - Library
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From The Wellbeing Team

Banyule Youth Services, in partnership with Open House and Macleod YMCA, is offering
a free 3-week program for young men at Jets Studios in November and December. This
program is designed for young people in school grades 5-8 and focuses on building
confidence and fostering social connections through engaging, hands-on activities.
Sessions will be facilitated by experienced youth workers, with each week featuring a
specific theme, structured activities, and wellbeing discussions in a supportive
environment.

Dates: November 26, December 3, December 10

Time: 4 pm - 7 pm

Bookings are essential: Contact banyuleyouth@banyule.vic.gov.au or visit
linktr.ee/BanyuleYouthServices
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*Libby Whiting currently on leave
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Help us make a Ditference

Please Help Us Make A Difterence.

Christmas Giving Donation Drive

CareNet is running a Christmas Giving Day Drive. This event is to bring families relief
over the festive season by providing them with gifts for the children. We will be providing
children aged 0 to 12 with toys and teenagers 13 to 18 with gift cards.

Viewbank College is a proud collection point for CareNet Christmas giving day.

If you are able and wish to we would love to collect your gifts and pass them onto the
CareNet organisation. The collection area is located in our reception foyer. The final day

for gifts to be dropped off is the 24th November.
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
Students - how would you like to have the ) .
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain ) '
_ _ particular subject.
support for completing your work in your o o o
] As this is a new initiative for the College it is
subjects? )
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the .
_ space to undertake study or an opportunity to
College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to
receive support from teachers or peers will
the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
) attend - you will be made most welcome.
to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.
The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Bob Stewart
Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - Spm
and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on
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them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?
The College has a Master Plan for building
works with the focus on creating more usable
spaces for our students. Your generous
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the
past Building Fund donations have supported
various improvements throughout the school
such as the installation of heating/cooling,
external painting and upgrades to learning
spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-
built space to study, gather and collaborate in
their final year at the College.

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
you would like to take the opportunity to make
a taxable deduction donation to our Building
Fund, please click the Donate Now button
below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!
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Financial support tfor Families

Government funded financial support for families Saver Plus
Camps are an amazing opportunity for your students. But they can be stressful for some

parents to afford.

Saver Plus encourages parents to save $50 a month (for 10 months). Savings are then
matched - a free $500 for education costs, making $1,000 potentially available for the

school camp.

Families that start saving in August, will have their savings ready to pay their school

camp fees in June 2025.

If there are families that don’t have students attending camp they may also still apply for

the program and allocate the funds to other education costs.

Saver Plus will chat with your families about eligibility:

e Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
¢ Payment from Centrelink and
¢ Earning an income (employment, carer’s payment, or child support).
If families would like to check their eligibility and receive a call back please click on the

below enquiry link - https://www.bsl.org.au/services/saving-and-managing-

money/saver-plus/ or call the national number 1300 610 355 and a local coordinator will

contact you directly.
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Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your

household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/5DaL3kN/preview/pdf 36/39


https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-0faea142-2f5d-4f15-afc8-9b455a049597.pdf?deg=auto

28/11/2025, 09:48 Issue 13 PDF Export - iNewsletter
The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

*If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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Community News

au

ATHLETICS
The Diamond Valley Athletic
Club offers a season of

competition with Athletics
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Victoria that includes a club-
based program, the AV Shield
League, that runs from
October to March as well as a
range of Specialist and
Championship events that are
offered to all age groups.
Training and competition are
open to women and men from
Under 14’s through to open
age and Masters.

DVAC’s home venue,
Willinda Park,
Greensborough, is the base
for training sessions that are
held throughout the week.
Athletes will find qualified
coaches on hand to assist with

their preparation.
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