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Viewbank College

Issue 12 - 06 Aug 2021
Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates Library News
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Middle School News General College Information
Sport News Community News
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.15am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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2021 Term Dates
Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)
Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December

Early finish for students:
- Tuesday 17th August - students dismissed at 1.30pm for Year 12

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences

Monday 9th August

Remote Learning

Tuesday 10th August

Remote Learning

Wednesday 11th August

Remote Learning

Thursday 12th August

Remote Learning

Friday 13th August

Return to on-site (tbc)
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From the Principal Class

Principals’ Day 2021 - Friday 6th August

On Thursday 5th August, we recognised our Principal Class team for Principals' Day.

We wanted to express our gratitude and appreciation for their care of our whole school
community, as they continue to guide us through this challenging time.

We thanked them for their outstanding professionalism, genuine care and ongoing
support, but particularly during these unprecedented times.

Our wonderful Year 12 College Captains Paris Bosschieter and Patrick Kennedy popped
into our Teams staff briefing and acknowledged and thanked our Principal Class on behalf

students and staff of the College.

Principal Report
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Dear Viewbank Community,

At the time of writing this, we have just entered our sixth lockdown. There is a very
palpable sense of lock down fatigue amongst our staff and students and a danger that
some students will feel less motivated to engage in the learning program.
We are committed to continue to provide the best learning opportunities for all our
students and support for those still needing catch up. The uncertain nature of 2021 has
made this challenging, so your support at home is essential.
Several key things to maximize your student’s online learning experience:
e Make sure that students still have a good routine (awake and ready to go for online
classes)
e They eat breakfast
e They are engaging positively in their online class for each period of the day and
completing the set work
e They are getting fresh air and exercise
e Not too much screen time after school and their usual bedtime (no devices in the
bedroom ensures better sleep).
I know that this is very common-sense, but we know that many of our students have
started to develop some unhealthy habits.
Students who fall behind often become anxious and find it difficult to see a way to catch
up. Our teachers will continue to work with students to support that catch-up.
A reminder that there are afternoon study sessions available once we are back onsite for
any student who would like support with their learning.
The Senior School will soon be publishing information to parents and students about
additional support for students across all subject areas on Tuesday afternoons and Friday

mornings.

College events:

In 2020, we were able to continue with many events over Teams.
The following key events will take place remotely again in semester 2:
¢ Subject selection interviews for Year 9 students and parents
e Parent Student Teacher conferences:
o Year 12 - August 17
o Years 7-11 - October 20
Details for booking interview times will be released shortly for the subject selection

interviews and Year 12 conferences.
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*Please note that College Council has approved an early finish for all students
at 1.30 on Tuesday, August 17th. This is to allow teachers to conduct
conferences for Year 12 students and parents at a crucial point in the year for

these students.

College Production

It is with great sadness that I have had to make the difficult decision to cancel the College
production as a public event. We will continue to schedule performances as soon as
possible, with our current students and staff having the opportunity to be a live audience.
There are many different things that I have had to factor into making the decision,
including the toll on year 12 students, staff workload, Covid uncertainty and safety.

We genuinely want to acknowledge the incredible work that has gotten production to this
stage. To all cast, crew, orchestra, and staff — thankyou. I know how bitterly disappointing

this is following the cancellation of Grease last year.

Return onsite:

We are hopeful that this lockdown is short-lived and that students will return onsite on
Friday, August 13th. A reminder to ensure students understand the rules around mask-
wearing and other safety measures.

There are a small number of students still attending the College in incorrect uniform.
Despite warnings, they are wearing hoodies, black socks, incorrect footwear, and PE
uniform on incorrect days.

The uniform is an important part of demonstrating connection and pride in being part of
the Viewbank Community and most students wear their uniform correctly. We will be
following up with students on return.

Please ensure that your student has the correct uniform and is wearing it to school.
Contact your Head of House or House Leader if you need support with this or any other

matter.
Take care, stay safe

Principal Class Team
Sharon Grimes, Principal
Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
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Jackson Moloney, Acting Assistant Principal

Middle School News

Congratulations are in order... & & W

Congratulations to Neha of Yera 9 on receiving the Victoria State 2nd Prize Winner for
Year 9 in the 2021 National Secondary School's Quiz for the Australian Society for
Medical Research (ASMR). Neha received a certificate and an e-gift card.

Message from the Middle School Leaders...

The Middle School Leaders have joined the TerraCycle Hair Care and Colour Recycling
Program. We are encouraging all members of the school community to collect types of
hair care and hair colour packaging. There is a Viewbank College community collection
hub located in the library where you can drop off your used hair care products for
recycling! Only certain types and parts of the products are acceptable.
A list is provided below:
e Clear PE gloves (these are found in most hair colour packs).
¢ Black gloves made from HEPE, latex or nitrile.
¢ All brands of empty hair shampoo and conditioner bottles, hair colour and gel
jars, lids, bottles, closures, tubes, pumps, caps and stirrers made from plastics and
flexible or rigid aluminium.
Please note that you have to empty any excess material from the containers you are
recycling. The excess material must be emptied and disposed of in your general waste
bin. All hair dye bottles and tubs (both liquid and powder) must be tripled rinsed. All

hair dye tubes must have residual dye squeezed out.
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If in doubt, please leave out!
Please start collecting whilst at home in this latest lockdown. We look forward to seeing

all your empty bottles and containers filling up our collection box in the Library when we

get back to school!

From your Middle School House Leaders

House Assemblies

The Middle School House Award Assemblies were held on Tuesday 3rd August.

Congratulations to all students on their efforts and achievements so far.
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Middle School House Leaders
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Sport News

Sport News

Senior Boys Football &

On the 14th of July (prior to another Covid Lockdown), the Senior Boys Football had
their second round of games after sweeping the other schools in the first round robin.
Through grit and determination, we were able to succeed in winning our first game but
unfortunately were unable to triumph in our second game; crushing our dreams of
progressing into the Finals. A great job none-the-less with the boys demonstrating great

skills and school values; what a way to end their school sporting career!

Sport Update- Postponed but not Cancelled ®

At the moment, all sport has been postponed. There is no word yet on when things will
be rescheduled, but as soon as the school knows, things will be posted here. Until then,
please refer all sports questions to either your coaches (training) or to Mr. Gazzola or Mr.

Purcell (heads of sport).

Mr. Gazzola and Mr. Purcell
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Library News

Reminder - School Magazine payments

A message from our Librarian..

I work in the library here at Viewbank College and am excited to be editing the Phoenix

Magazine this year.

The Phoenix is the school’s annual magazine, and is a wonderful way to document the
events of the year, and provide students with a keepsake from their time at the college.
We have an archive of magazines from the first Phoenix in 1994. They make for interesting
browsing, and I have included here a selection of cover images from across the years.

To receive a copy of this year’s magazine, please make your payment in Compass before

the end of term (17 September).

Thank you!
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Chloe Powell

Librarian

Food News

A few important reminders from Food Technology:
1. Be safe in the Kitchen
2. Go for 2&5 (2 fruits and 5 vegetables each day)
3. Try and eat at least 36 different foods each day to be sure you are getting all the

nutrients you need to be a healthy YOU.
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain
support for completing your work in your
subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College
Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and
Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning
support and undertake independent or small
study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.
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As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a
place when you could make a time in advance
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
space to undertake study or an opportunity to
receive support from teachers or peers will
attend - you will be made most welcome.
Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr
Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule
of events:

to be advised

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with
Health and Wellbeing related initiative and
events all parents are welcome to attend the
Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.
Please email Darren Murray for further
information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19
parents involved in this last year who all highly
rated the experience! Some quotes from
parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
be more supportive and I was able to express
my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
and was able to listen to my child more
effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
shift could make such a positive impact’
‘Situations less prone to escalate and more
positive conversations with my teen which I
really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
Telephone: 9464 7555

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm
and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

Please note: Due to current Covid-19
situation and to manage the number of people
in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an
appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.
We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)
These are items, activities or services that
Viewbank College deems essential to student
learning of the standard curriculum. They can
include additional materials for Arts, Science &
Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that
we strongly recommend families contribute to
however it is not compulsory to do so. The
College Magazine, camps, excursions and other
extra-curricular activities are included in this
category. Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

Voluntary Contributions
The College Council seeks your support with
the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,
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and services provided at Viewbank College to
best support student learning. The amounts
allocated to these contributions within
Compass are recommendations by the College
Council to meet the budget requirements for
2019; however you may nominate any amount
against these contributions. This option may be
particularly beneficial when choosing to
support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and
presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;
homework club activities, peer support,
leadership and study skills programs; Compass
communication and learning resource platform;
additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is
filled with items that do not have names on
them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

Community News

A Messafe from Banyule

Youth Services

Good morning everyone,

I hope you're all enjoying the
return to what feels like a slice

of normality.

As most of you are aware
Banyule Youth Services
provides support to young
people, families/carers and
schools living, working,
studying or socialising in the
Banyule Municipality. Our
service prides itself of being
strengths-based, holistic
support that is driven by the
young people themselves to
foster empowerment and
independent living skills.
Banyule Youth Services offer
support for young people in
the following contexts; one-

to-one support, group

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/WNk1KWM/preview/pdf

social/interest based
programs and school

workshops.

Throughout the year we have
seen an incredible amount of
interests from local schools to
work collaboratively with us
and develop positive
networks. I am eager to
continue to strengthen these
relationships and share
ongoing information and
resources that your teams and
students may find valuable. As
we all hope to return to face-
to-face some students may
struggle more than others in
rebuilding social connections
and reconnecting to their

space.
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Therefore, in this newsletter
we’ve decided to spot light
programs and workshops
relevant to specific
communities such as;
LGBTQIAP+, CALD, First
Nations and young people

with additional needs

2021 Banyule Youth Survey
First and foremost we would
like to share the importance of
our 2021 Youth survey. This
survey provides a platform for
young people to tell us what
they need and what is
important to them. The
results of this survey inform
all of the work that we do,
including how/what
programs we run, school
workshop content, ways to
connect with young people
and how they want to be
heard. We are passionate
about ensuring the voices of
diverse groups are captured,
particularly those who may
not feel comfortable speaking
in person, however the survey
is valuable for all young

people.

If you could please share this 2
minute survey with your
students it would be greatly

appreciated. Additionally,
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they all go into the draw to
win amazing monthly prizes!
https://s.surveyplanet.com/z

F8XccN3X

School Workshops

As you would all know all of
Banyule Youth Services
workshops are completely
free and have been developed
in response to needs identified

by students and teachers.

Gender Equality

Our Gender Equality
workshop introduces topics
such as gender wage gap,
unequal representation in
employment/educational
settings and gender based
violence in a gentle and easy
to understand approach.
Young people are encouraged
to reflect on their beliefs and
how these may influence the
way they interact with one
another. This workshop is
designed to consider
Male/Female/Gender Diverse
perspectives and explores
ways that young people can
contribute to positive change

in their school and beyond.

Ditching Discrimination —
LGBTQIA+ and Gender
Non- Conformity (for

teachers)

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/WNk1KWM/preview/pdf

Wear it purple day is just
around the corner (Aug 26)
and this years theme is ‘start
the conversation and keep it
going.’ A theme designed to
promote conversations
regarding safe and inclusive
spaces/support 365 days of
the year. Our Ditching
Discrimination workshop is
designed to create a
supportive and non-
judgmental environment for
teachers to develop their skills
in inclusive language,
supporting LGBTQI+ young
people and the importance of
intervening harmful
behaviors. This workshop will
equip teachers with
knowledge of recent statistics,
sector resources and practical
tips to make schools and
relationships safer places.
BYS has a broad scope of
school workshop cover
diverse topics. All workshops
have been developed to be
inclusive and appropriate for
students of all ages, genders

and abilities.

You can find more
information about what
Banyule Youth Services can
offer you school on the

attached brochure
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“Opportunities for secondary

Schools in 20217

To express interest in
booking a free workshop
please complete the form

here: https://s.surveyplanet.c
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Heidelberg community and
advocates for events such a

the Women’s Only Slide night

happening at Watermarc on

4th September 2021

Somali Boys and Girls

om/rx_wPkvVv

We also have youth groups
that young people can be a

part of!

African Women’s Action

Group (AWAG)African

Women's Action Group
(AWAGQG) is a group of
ambitious Somali Australian
young women who come
together to inspire and
empower their community to
achieve success through
promoting leadership and
engagement. AWAG plan and
host a wide range of events
and activities to encourage
young women from culturally
diverse backgrounds to
engage with their community
and have their say. The group
are well-known for their
awareness raising activities at
local events and festivals.
AWAG is for young women of
African descent with links to
the Banyule Community aged
12-25 years. The group meets
regularly in the West

BYS recognises that Banyule
is home to a large Somali
community. We seek to
empower this valuable
community and break down
stigmas and barrier towards
them being able to fully enjoy
their local area.

To do this, we have several
inclusion employment
opportunities — specifically
available for members of the
Somali community. Our
current inclusion officer
facilitates programs such as
the Somali boys swimming
program. This program
supports more Somali boys &
girls to become lifeguards and
swimming instructors. We
work with Life Saving
Victoria to support them with
swimming lessons and more
advance training.

Another program running is
the bike program & an online
program through Zoom. The
bike program teaches young
Somali boys how to work on a
bike whilst teaching them

routes that they can take
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around Banyule. The online
Zoom program is a 6-week
program which teaches young
Somali boys about Emotional
Intelligence. This focuses on
teaching various valuable
skills and how these can be

shared to others.

IncArt

IncArt is a group of young
creatives with varying
interests and abilities
exploring ways of expressing
themselves through the visual
arts. Each year INCART
participants work together to
develop exciting creative
projects and ideas for
Banyule’s events with a focus
on YouthFest and the Youth
Summit. Next term INCART
will be working with guest
artist Kim Lam (Dangerlam)
to develop their own comic
artworks.

IncArt participants are
supported by qualified artists
and youth workers who work
with young people to develop
their amazing talents and
build confidence in their skills
and abilities. IncArt is an
inclusive and empowering
program for young people
with additional needs to
connect, create and celebrate.

Dungeons and Dragons

19/21


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs.surveyplanet.com%2Frx_wPkvVv&data=04%7C01%7CJared.Keenan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8e079ec2c8494e053b4008d957cee233%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637637368331537659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OqUBiWcM7WJJsKnEhMIkC7CsP5qOHLORhlpshmn8fEg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs.surveyplanet.com%2Frx_wPkvVv&data=04%7C01%7CJared.Keenan%40education.vic.gov.au%7C8e079ec2c8494e053b4008d957cee233%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637637368331537659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OqUBiWcM7WJJsKnEhMIkC7CsP5qOHLORhlpshmn8fEg%3D&reserved=0

28/11/2025, 11:38

Ever wondered about
Dungeons & Dragons but
don’t know where to start or

what it really is???

Well, Banyule Youth Service
runs a Dungeons & Dragons
group and new members are
always welcome! D&D is one
of the most popular Role
Playing Games (RPG) but
there are loads out there and
follow a similar gameplay.
The basic role of RPG is
storytelling — you go on a
quest together with your own
created character and guide
the adventure in a created
imaginary world led by your
Dungeon Master (DM).
Whilst not exclusive, BYS
have found that a large
proportion of the group
identify with ASD and have
found a community in which
they feel safe and excited to
connect through similar

interests.

BYS D&D meets each month
to run various Playing Games
(RPQG) including D&D,
Warhammer & Magic the
Gathering. If you have more
questions or would like to
check it out contact Lisa on
0427 833 321 or on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
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profile.php?
id=100005239146846

First Nations

BYS are eager to continue to
support our First Nations
young people in building
connection and sharing their
voice. Currently we are
running a number of focus
groups at local schools with a
large number of First Nations
young people. Our sessions
are facilitated by our First
Nations inclusion worker and
are built around self-identified
needs of young people. Would
your school benefit from a

workshop like this?

We also have a fun event
coming up for young people
aged 14-25 who identify as
first nations. Running on the
19th August, BYS are offering
a FREE session at Latitude.
Young People get to attempt
the GRID, West Heidelberg's
very own Ninja Warrior
course, eat great food and
have a yarn to youth services
staff. We want to hear what
are the big things that worry
First Nations young people,
what they would like to see

change and what they would
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like to see more of for young
people in the community.
This event is FREE and
includes access to Latitude,
free food and drink and a take
away goodie bag. Bookings
are Essential

If you need more information
please contact Jess Sayers
94579983 or 0428522656 or
email
jessica.sayers@banyule.vic.go
v.au

Rainbow Space

Rainbow Space is a fun and
inclusive social group for
young people aged 14-24 who
identify as LGBTQIA+
friends or Ally’s. The group
meets on Thursday nights
from 4-7pm and encourages
young people to meet other
young people in their
community whilst engaging in
creative and/or advocacy
based activities. The program
is facilitated by two youth
workers, and is a welcoming
environment for all young
people including those with
sensory limitations, social
anxiety, mental health
concerns and complex
behaviours - alongside those

without.
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Upcoming Webinar for
Parents with Children who

identify as LGBTQIA+

BYS are looking to facilitate
and online forum to provide
support, resources and
guidance to parents with
children who identify as
LGBTQI+. The aim of this
forum is to create a safe space
for discussion, connection
and empowerment as parents
navigate their child’s
experience of gender identity
and sexuality. Please feel free
to share this with any families,
young people or networks you
may believe would benefit

from this opportunity.

We are looking forward to a
working together to build a
safer world for our LGBTQI+
Community.

https://s.surveyplanet.com/a
gTT_AbBt
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BNYSN FREE Youth Worker

Forum - Sex, consent and

the ‘grey areas’”

Please see attached
information for the Banyule
Nillumbik Youth Services
Networks latest youth worker
forum Sex, consent and the
‘grey areas’ with Jenny

Walsh.

FREE online event
Wednesday 18th August
9.30am-11am

Bookings

essentialhttps://bnysnconsen

t.eventbrite.com.au/

More information available on

the booking site

This session is FREE and
targeted at those that work
with young people, we do
welcome parents/carers with a

strong interest in this topic.
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