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Viewbank College

Issue 12 - 10 Nov 2023
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.0l1pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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2023 Term Dates
Term 4: Monday 2nd October, 2023 - Friday 15th December, 2023

Student free days: Friday 8th December - Curriculum Day

November

Monday 13th
VCE Exams continue

Yr 11 & Yr 10 Exams commence (all week).

Wednesday 15th
Duke of Ed camp

Thursday 16th
Duke of Ed camp

Friday 17th
Duke of Ed camp

Monday 20th
Yr 10 & 11 exams continue

Yr 9 Holocaust/Jewish Museum - Group 1

Tuesday 21st

Yr 9 Holocaust/Jewish Museum - Group 2

Wednesday 22nd

Yr 10 into Yr 11 final course confirmation - No Yr 10 classes

Thursday 23rd
VCE "O" Week commences
Art & Technology Expo

Friday 24th November
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Yr 9 Holocaust/Jewish Museum - Group 3

Monday 27th

VCE "O" Week continues
Yr 9 Exams

Yr 8 Drama

Tuesday 28th

Yr 11 Presentation information evening for parents
Yr 9 Exams

Yr 8 Drama

Wednesday 29th
Yr 9 Exams

Thursday 30th
Yr 10 Geelong Adventure Park excursion

Grade 6 into Yr 7 (2024) Information evening

December

Friday 1st
Yr10 Assembly & last day

Yr 9 Last day of formal classes
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

As we move into the final six weeks of the year, I want to farewell our Year 12 students
who are completing final exams and will be waiting on results, which will be released late
December.

They have stepped into their final exams in a positive way and I am incredibly proud of
their efforts.

Our Year 10 & 11 students are about to enter their exam period. This is an important
opportunity for them to demonstrate their learning over the year, but also to practice the
skills required for Year 12 and for life: organisation, time management, work ethic and

taking responsibility for self.

As a parent, it is so important that you encourage that self-efficacy. Support them by
encouraging them to step up- to feel a level of stress and anxiety around this time is
normal. As always, our Senior School Team and Wellbeing Team will continue to offer

support to students as needed.

Lateness and Absences:

We continue to see students arriving late at school and to classes during the day. There are
also a small number of instances where parents have excused students for disappearing
from the College for a period of time.

Being on time and attending all classes is important for the learning of all students and to

set them up for future education and work. Self-discipline, meeting commitments and
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showing respect for the whole learning community are some of the important lessons we
are trying to instil.
If parents make excuses for their students, they are simply enabling poor behaviour and
poor choices. Please speak with a Level Leader or Head of House if you need support in

this important aspect of your child’s schooling.

College Events:

A whole range of College events and activities continue to be on offer and I encourage
parents and other members of the community to consider attending.

Our Year 9 Holocaust ‘Light and Dark’ Exhibition is planned again on Monday December
5, with more detail to follow.

Our Art and Design Showcase/Exhibition is also a highlight and will be held on
November 23rd.

Tickets available for both events on Try-booking.

Facilities

We are very pleased with the progress of our walking trail. It is due for completion in
December, but students and members of the public are accessing the track for physical

activity and recreation.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/5BqzKdM/preview/pdf 6/25



28/11/2025, 10:03 Issue 12 PDF Export - iNewsletter

2024 Booklists

2024 Booklists - now available - orders to be placed online by 13th December, 2023
The 2024 Booklist link is now available and open at www.campion.com.au or via

the College website under the Parent tab. Please refer to the "How to order online"

flyer below.

To access the booklists, you may need to create an account simply by entering your email
address and creating a password. Please use code 4XC3 (if you do not know your
student's email address). Orders are to be placed by 4pm on Wednesday 13th
December, 2023. All booklist orders placed by Wednesday 13th December 2023 will be
home delivered, with a flat rate of $12 delivery cost. Every effort will be made to deliver
your order by 25th January 2024.0Orders can still be placed after the due date by visiting
Campion’s website or Retail Service Centre. Full stock availability cannot always be
guaranteed for orders placed after the due date. Any problems with the Campion

website, please contact them on 1300 433 982 or help@campion.com.au

Dear Parents and Carers,
The booklists for 2024 have recently been released and you may have noticed that the
English text requirements look a little different from previous years. Year 7 and Year 8
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students will no longer have a prescribed novel purchase. Year 9 students are required to
purchase Looking for Alibrandi and Animal Farm and Year 10 students Fahrenheit 451.
Across all 7 — 10 levels students will be provided with all other texts studied in the form of
short stories, poetry, audiovisual, articles etc. These changes are because at senior levels
the new VCAA VCE Study Designs are currently being designed and implemented across
the three Englishes — English, Literature and English Language - and are moving to a
focus on mentor texts and creative writing. The English team are adapting our programs
to best prepare our students for VCE English and beyond by building appropriate skills
and also offering a wide range of choice to our cohorts. The library will be a regularly
utilised resource across all classes in 2024 as all students will continue to engage in their
own private reading and these texts will also be implemented into our assessment
programs.

Thank you for supporting your student’s English journey at Viewbank College.

Fiona Ellis
Head of English and Literacy
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Senior School News

Year 11 VM Personal Development Class BBQ

On Thursday the 26th of October, the Year 11 VM PDS class ran a BBQ for all Year 11s, an
event that brought out the best in us. This event wasn't just about grilling up some tasty
snags, it was a chance for us to shine and prove our teamwork, communication,
organization, and leadership skills.

First, we banded together like never before to make the BBQ a hit. Teamwork was at the
heart of it all, from setting up the BBQs and food tables, to making sure everyone had a
fantastic time. We had to trust each other, tackle challenges together, and created
something memorable. We couldn't have done it without clear communication.

In the lead up to the day, we talked through ideas, adapted to changes on the fly, and
made it all happen. These are skills that will serve us well in school and life. We also took
charge of organizing the whole event, from planning the menu to managing the schedule.
It was a great opportunity to showcase our organizational skills, which will surely be
handy as we move forward. Thanks to the VM PDS BBQ, we're more confident than ever

about our abilities and excited about what the future holds for us.
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Middle School News

The Light in the Darkness Yr 9 Humanities & English

Our Year 9 students are completing an integrated unit studying the Holocaust in English
and Humanities throughout Term 4. This will culminate in an exhibition that celebrates
their work. We would like to invite our Year 9 families and Viewbank community to

attend the exhibition. This year the exhibition also has an added memorial component.

Community Open Evening - 55 stories of Survival, hope and resilience during the

Holocaust
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Tuesday 5th December
Session 1 - 4.00 - 5.30pm
Session 2 - 6.00 - 7.30pm

Please use this link to book. There is no cost involved

Launch - Hydra Passion Project

As part of the Viewbank College Launch Passion Project, one Hydra team worked closely
with our local retirement village 'Viewbank Gardens'. The students organised a lovely
afternoon connecting with our local community. The students and residents enjoyed their
time together with an acoustic guitar performance, games, and creating profiles through
interviewing residents about their lives and experiences, and in return the students
sharing some of their experiences with the residents. Both the residents and students

gained so much from this experience and really enjoyed being in each others company.

Thank you to all the students involved who put in lots of planning and work prior to our

visit and also to the residents who participated in the day.
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Library News

Book Club
Our next book club meeting will be in break 1 on 30 November - we will be talking about

our favourite books from the year, and our plans for summer reading!

Last month’s theme was books from the Fantasy genre - there are lots of new books and
new series instalments coming out this month - I really appreciated the tip offs and they
have been added to the library shelves.

Twin Crowns by Catherine Doyle and Katherine Webber - and the sequel Cursed
Crowns

Foul Lady Fortune by Chloe Gong - and the sequel Foul Heart Huntsman

The Scarlet Veil by Shelby Mahurin (a new series about vampires!)

A Curse for True Love (Book 3 of the Once Upon a Broken Heart series) by Stephanie
Garber

House of Roots and Ruin by Erin A Craig (Book 2)

Butterfly Assassin by Finn Longman (dystopian)

And not forgetting some older favourites from the genre:
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Maze Runner by James Dashner (dystopian)
Throne of Glass by Sarah J Maas
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard

International Bookmark Exchange

This year we have taken part in a Bookmark Exchange Project run by the International
Association of School Librarianship. The project involves matched schools making
homemade bookmarks to exchange by post with each other. Its a simple, fun way of
sharing an enjoyment of books, and of making new connections through school libraries
worldwide.

Thanks so much to the students that got involved and produced a fantastic collection of
bookmarks. They have now been dispatched off to Malaysia and Portugal and we are now

waiting to see what students in those schools have created for us.

Holiday Borrowing

With the end of the year fast approaching, books borrowed now can be kept over the

summer break. So get planning that holiday reading! See our Reading Lists for some
recommendations. All students also have access to ebooks and audiobooks all year
through the e-Platform (using their Microsoft Teams sign on) - students can download
the app to a tablet or mobile phone and there is a fantastic range of books available —

perfect for holidays and car trips!
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Art & Technology News

Art & Technology Expo

Thursday 23rd November

Year 9 Food Whiz Pop-up event

Design, Creativity & Team Work. Pride & Confidence Building
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Year 8 LED Signs

Students in year 8 Materials Technology were introduced to a basic electrical system of an
LED battery-operated circuit for an LED Sign. Students designed their sign, then
engraved and cut the sign out using the Laser Cutter. Students demonstrated safe use of
tools and equipment to solder a functional circuit including circuit board, LED’s,
resistors, and battery packs.

Ashli Roberts

Year 9 Cam Toys

Students in year 9 Systems Technology were introduced to a basic mechanical system of
cams and followers incorporated in a Cam Toy. Students designed their characters,
influence by popular culture, using the CAD software AutoDesk Inventor, then engraved
and cut the characters out using the Laser Cutter. Students also designed the cam system
using laser cut cams. Students demonstrated safe use of tools and machinery to create a
timber frame, attach their characters to one end of the follower, and attach their cams to
the other end. Students then designed and engraved a front for their Automata.

Ashli Roberts
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Year 10 Chopping Boards

Students in year 10 Materials Technology were required to work in allocated teams to
collaboratively design Chopping Boards. Students designed and produced their
Chopping Boards from recycled timber, using a range of tools, machinery, and processes,
incorporating biscuit joints and laminating timber. Students were required to
demonstrate safe use of machinery, including the Bandsaw, Biscuit Joiner, Disc Sander,
Mitre Saw, Orbital Sander, Palm Router, and Thicknesser. This unit is similar to the
requirements of VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 2 “Collaborative Design” they
will study next year.

Ashli Roberts
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Maths/Science News

Viewbank College shines again!

Every year groups of students from year 7 and 8 work on mathematical investigation
projects in Term 3 and participate in the Maths Talent Quest. They choose their
investigation topic based on their interests and apply mathematics in context.

We are thrilled to announce a significant achievement by one of the groups of year 8
students. Competing against 460 entries across 50 Victorian schools, their diligent work
and innovative approach earned them the title of having the best project in Victoria.
Demonstrating their prowess in understanding and applying financial literacy, our
students explored "Is Health Insurance Worth It?" This accomplishment reflects their
dedication and underscores the quality of guidance and mentorship provided by our
faculty.

Our triumphant champions proudly displaying their well-deserved certificates!

2023 Science Talent Search

Viewbank College has won one of The Peter Craig Awards 2023 for being a school with a
very high standard of entries across all sections in the 2023 Science Talent Search. Big

thanks to Veena Nair, Ashli Roberts and Brenday Pye for their support. All participants
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are listed below Lily

Fagioli

Year 8 Biodiverse Cities Excursion

During October, all year 8 Science classes visited the Banyule-Nillumbik Technical
School for a hands-on excursion to promote Biodiverse Cities. In groups, students used
the inquiry-based learning process to define a problem within our current cities, research
and generate design ideas, propose solutions, then use the facilities of the Technical
school to produce their solution, and present their ideas for a Biodiverse City back to the
class. Students were able to use the podcast booth to record a podcast, the green screen
to record a video, and the CAD software to design CAD models, 3D print, laser cut, or
vinyl cut prototypes.
Attached are photos from the excursions with 8C and 8H.

Andrew Morrison, Ashli Roberts, Lisa Zhou.
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Sport News

All Schools Championships - Athletics

Congratulations to Eva Wilson, Freya Wilson and Zoey Ryan at the recent All Schools
championships for Athletics. Eva scored 1st for U18 Hammer, Freya came 3rd for U16
Hammer, while Zoey Ryan snagged a PB and achieved a bronze for shot put.

Excellent work to all three, and best of luck to them in their quest for national glory in

Perth in December!

Year 7 Girls Softball

Superstar catcher Ainsley has taken a fantastic ball in her glove and gotten a runner OUT

with a fantastic split and reach.

"This has made my year" - umpire of field 5.
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Intermediate Boys Tennis

Congatulations to our Year 8s on beating Greensborough 6-0

Year 7 Boys Cricket

The Year 7 Cricket Team won the Regional Final in a game that came down to the last few

balls. Chasing 104, the team came out winners with a final score of 9/109.

They will now be competing in the State Quarter Finals in Bendigo next Thursday 16th

November. Wishing them and their Year 9 coaches all the best!

Year 7 Girls & Boys Tennis

Year 7 Boys & Girls Tennis teams were competitive and displayed good sportsmanship.
The girls team were defeated by Macleod, however had some great rallies. The boys team
defeated Bundoora & Macleod, but we're defeated by a very talented Greensborough

team
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Financial support tor Families

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.
Eligibility

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/5BqzKdM/preview/pdf 21/25



28/11/2025, 10:03 Issue 12 PDF Export - iNewsletter
To be eligible, families must:
* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2023
* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)
*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply
* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.

The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au

Student scholarships
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The Department of Education administers a number of scholarships that are available to

eligible students who are enrolled in Grade 4 to Year 12 in 2023.

Applicants for these scholarships will be evaluated on their:
- participation in school activities
- community involvement

- academic achievement.

Scholarships are either one-off payments or cover the duration of the student’s course or
annual study.

Many of these scholarships have specific eligibility criteria so please refer to individual
applications for more information. Applications are currently open and close on
Thursday 1 February 2024.

For more information and a list of available scholarships, refer to the 2024 Student

scholarships for Grade 4 — Year 12 fact sheet .

For information on how to apply, refer to Student scholarships.

Community News

Pridespace the LGBTIQA+ community. This group is

facilitated by headspace Greensborough.
Headspace Greensborough is excited to invite

young people to join our new social group
Dates & Times:

Pridespace!
4:30pm - 5:30pm, Thursday November 16
4:30pm - 5:30pm, Thursday November 30

Pridespace is an inclusive social group for
4:30pm - 5:30pm, Thursday December 14

young people aged 16 to 25 who identify with
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Free food and activities are provided! Malahang Community Festival
Come and enjoy:

e a community stage showcasing local
entertainment and First Nations
performers

e our circus dreaming space, featuring
circus workshops and free play under a big
tent

o art workshops for all ages including bath
bombs!

e face painting and our fairy village

e live reptile education zone

¢ basketball tournament and soccer clinics

e tai chi and zumba sessions

e activities presented by local
neighbourhood houses

e Scouts rope bridge and sport try outs

e Council departments on display.
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Banyule Youth Services

What's happening...

Football Victoria and Banyule City Council are running a Go Girls Soccer program for

girls aged 8-16.
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