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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Expanding Minds

General College Information

Community

Page 10

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular

basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the

News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and

then by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

Friday 21st August

Parent/Teacher/Student Conferences - student

free day

Monday 24th August

Year 8 Project Rockit Webinar 11am-11.30am

Year 9 Assembly - Period 3

Important Dates
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Tuesday 25th August

Year 8 Project Rockit Webinar 11am-11.30am

Facilities Meeting 6pm

Wednesday 26th August

Education and Wellbeing Comittee Meeting

6.30pm

Thursday 27th August

Year 8 Project Rockit Webinar 12pm-12.30pm

Friday 28th August

Year 8 Project Rockit Webinar 11am-11.30am

Monday 31st August

Year 11 BATYR Session 11am-12.30pm

Friday 18th September

End of Term 3 - 2.30pm dismissal
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Principal Day - Friday 7th August, 2020

On Friday 7th August, we recognised our Principal Class team for Principals' Day.

We wanted to express our gratitude and appreciation for their care of our whole school

community, as they continue to guide us through this challenging time. 

We thanked them for their outstanding professionalism, genuine care and ongoing

support, but particularly during these unprecedented times.  

Our wonderful College Captains Lily Brasch and Joel Prendergast (Yr 12) and Dior

Croxford and Ryder Testolin (Middle Years) prepared and shared videos to acknowledge

our Principal Class.

 

 

From the Principal Class
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank Community,

 

The past few weeks of full lockdown have continued to bring lots of challenges, but we

are very grateful for the support of parents, carers and staff in providing continuous

learning.  Our focus as a school this term has been on more regular class contact and

providing more social learning opportunities for students. 

 

During the next week, we will be seeking feedback from the whole College community

on our work in the remote learning space.  Look out for a parent survey – we value your

feedback.

Parent-student-teacher conferences

On first impressions, the Teams conferences appear to have been very successful.

 Teachers have reported being completely booked for interviews.  We are thrilled that so

many parents are making the connection with the College and looking for and giving

feedback on their child’s learning.  The change in focus of the interviews, with students

taking a more reflective approach, has also received positive feedback.  It is all part of our

attempt to build student self-efficacy, but also reflects the reality of learning under

lockdown.

If you were unable to secure an interview spot and would like some feedback on your

student’s progress, please contact your child's Level Leader.

Course selection for 2021

The planning for 2021 continues, even with the cloud of COVID-19 hanging over us.  Our

current year 8, 9, 10 and 11 students have undertaken course selection for subjects for the

following year.  The Year 9 transition to Year 10 is the most complex, with some students

able to accelerate and complete a VCE subject and the Vocational training options

becoming available.  All students need to start to consider their interests, passions and

future options.

To put course interviews online was a complex logistical task and I want to thank the

team involved, led by Kate Butler, for their hard work in getting this organised so that

students still had so much support in selecting their subjects for Year 10. 

Thanks to the Careers team also. Ruth Perkins and Wendy Peck are always available for

support. They have done an enormous amount of work with Senior students and VTAC

applications and VET applications.
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Awards, competitions and online presentations

There has been a lot happening despite being remote.  

Both Senior and Middle Years Level Leaders have organised our student awards, with a

focus on celebrating effort.  In the Middle and Senior Years reports, you will find videos

of the awards presentations.

 

In addition, Years 7-9 have currently been challenged to EXERCISE!  

We have a competition challenging students to take part in some healthy pursuits and

move away from their screens, including phones!

 

Year 8 students have had a photography competition (see the video of photos in the

Middle School report) as well as a guest speaker- writer Sue Lawson, who led discussion

about themes in their English studies.

 

Year 7 & 8 students have also been engaging with Project Rockit – a series of webinars

building their digital literacy.

 

Thanks to our Senior Years Captains for organising ‘Mindfulness Mondays’. 

Mondays mantra was Everything I need is within me and for also posting exercises that we

can all do at home.

 

On Fridays, we have had silly socks, silly hats, footy colours and wear an outfit inspired by

a tv character!

 

We have also had – share your favourite movie, book or tv recommendation and cook a

favourite meal and post a pic on Teams page

 

Thanks to the Level Leaders and College Captains who are organising lots of events and

activities to keep us connected and have some fun.

 

Thank you also to our Librarians for running activities to try at home with activities such

as the Book Bento challenge and Lost in Books Escape Room challenge. 

 

Take care, stay safe

Principal Team

 

Sharon Grimes, Principal

John Munro, Assistant Principal
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Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Assistant Principal

 

Once again, we find ourselves in this altered space, with challenges that will continue to

impact us as we navigate the rest of the year. 

I want to start by congratulating all senior students on their continued effort, resilience

and perseverance under these testing circumstances. 

In the short space of three weeks, we have managed to secure course counselling, subject

selections, VCE Acceleration, VTAC registration, and Semester 1, Unit 1 and Unit 3

Awards – and ALL remotely via MS Teams!! 

Senior School News
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It certainly has been extremely challenging delivering such a comprehensive and

engaging list of programs remotely, and we must acknowledge the hard work, dedication

and inspiration of the teachers who have persevered so that we can continue to feel

connected and in control of our learning.

 

I also want to acknowledge that remote learning 2.0 is proving to be a difficult time for

some.  Motivation is a challenge, demanding much of us in terms of time and energy.

However, we can take some inspiration from others around us who are finding new ways

to work and do things, and who are responding proactively to what is the uncertainty of

the next few months. 

 

I want the senior students to know that we will continue to support them to achieve their

best in 2020, especially to our Year 12 students.  This truly will be an unforgettable year

for them!

 

Students, I urge you to remain supportive of one another.  Wellbeing has been a huge

focus for us at the moment so please seek the support you need from your Level and

Wellbeing Leaders, Mentors, the Welfare and Pathways Teams, and the significant people

in your life. 

 

Your teachers and Level Leaders are doing an amazing job at keeping programs alive and

engaging during this time.  Check your Teams page for daily messages and initiatives and

stay connected.

Learn from each other on how to respond to this set of changes which are

affecting us all

Support one another so that we can restore our wellbeing

Keep connections with your people alive

Maintain perspective and don’t lose sight of what you can control rather than be

overwhelmed by what you can’t.

Stay safe and healthy. Together, we will emerge stronger and better versions of ourselves. 

Make-Up SACs

Our move to remote learning has once again impacted the delivery of the Make-Up SAC

sessions at school.  To accommodate our changed conditions, Make-Up SACs will be

conducted on Teams, every Wednesday, under the remote supervision of Mr Eagling and

Mr Carter.  Students will need to follow the usual process of contacting Ms Do and Ms
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Dashwood, and to forward a medical certificate for their absence.  We encourage students

to attend all school-based assessments, however, we do recognise that this is sometimes

unavoidable.  To maintain the integrity of the SAC process, we must request a medical

certificate to cover the student’s absence. Once the absence is approved, Ms Do or Ms

Dashwood will be in contact to confirm the Make-Up SAC date.

VTAC Applications 

The VTAC applications are now open and all Year 12 students should complete these

before September 30. The process includes the creation of a VTAC account and

applications for tertiary courses, SEAS and scholarships.  In completing their application,

students may enter up to eight tertiary courses in order of preference.  Once VCE results

and ATARs are released on December 30, students will still be able to change their

preferences before tertiary course offers are communicated to them via their VTAC

account and emails.  All required information on this process can be found on the Year 12

Teams page under the 2021 Pathways channel, or on the VTAC website here.    

Awards!!

Our inspirational Level Leaders have created wonderful videos highlighting the

achievements of our senior students during Semester 1, Unit 1 and Unit 3.

 

The awards at Years 10 and 11 have a somewhat different perspective this year to reflect

our time in remote and flexible learning.  Hence, the recipients of the Endeavour Awards

are students who have shown excellent commitment, engagement, positivity and

resilience during Semester 1 on-site and remote learning.

 

At Unit 3, the award description has not changed. 

Recipients of Achievement Award are those students who have demonstrated:

Outstanding academic achievement

Commitment and effort to their school work

Continuous and regular attendance throughout the year.

  Recipients of the Endeavour Award are those students who have demonstrated:

Outstanding progress through significant endeavour

Commitment and effort to their school work

Continuous and regular attendance throughout the year.

Students have been recognised in the videos below and will also receive an e-certificate

via their Viewbank emails in the next week or two.
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Finally, we acknowledge the hard work and commitment of ALL students in Years 10 -

12.  

 

Our aim is to support and encourage ALL students to pursue their interests and achieve

THEIR best. 

Please take the time to view the attached videos compiled by our wonderfully talented

Level Leaders:  Ms Lemar (Yr 10), Ms Olsen (Yr 11) and Ms Do and Ms Dashwood (Yr

12). 

 

Year 10 Awards

Year 11 Awards

Year 12 Awards

 

Again, I thank you for your understanding and support. 

I will keep you informed of any changes if and when they become available. 

If you have any further questions, or you are concerned about remote learning, please

contact the relevant Level Leader.

 

Thank you,

Sue Calder

Senior Years Leader
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Award Assemblies

At the end of Semester One, we asked teachers to nominate two students from each class

to receive an Endeavour Award. 

The teachers thought carefully about who in their class excelled in one or more of the

following points:

Commitment and effort to their school work

Continuous and regular attendance throughout the semester

Growth in their learning throughout the semester

Growth in their engagement throughout the semester

Willingness to help others with their work

Positive participation in classes and during remote learning

Displayed independence and self-motivation while completing set tasks

Seeks feedback regularly

Your Teachers and the Middle Years Team would love to congratulate those students who

received an award for their subject.

 

Year 7 Awards

 

Year 8 Awards

 

Year 9 Awards

Middle Years News
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Year 8 - Sue Lawson - author online visit

On Tuesday 18th of August the Year 8's were lucky enough to have Freedom Ride author,

Sue Lawson, present to us and tell us about how she wrote her award winning novel.  We

learnt about all the planning she had to do for the characters and the town before she

could start writing, and about all her research into the Freedom Ride as well as life in the

sixty's.  It was also interesting to hear that she put all the old slang and swear words into

the book so that it would offend people who read it, because that was what the

aboriginals were called, and that was how they felt.  I enjoyed hearing about how Sue

Lawson wrote Freedom ride, how she didn't plan on have Mrs Gregory as a character,

and how she rewrote and reread it so many times before it was published.

​

From Katelyn (8F)

Project Rockit - Year 7 & 8's

The Year 7 and 8 cohorts will be attending a series of four interactive webinars during

Term 3, created and facilitated by the Project Rockit team.  The presenters will be sharing

practical strategies, real experiences and creative exercises to grow digital literacy.  This

will help the students to gain skills to maintain digital wellbeing, look out for each other

online, take positive social action, and use tech for social connection.  Project Rockit’s

flyer is attached for more detailed information. 
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Year 8 Photography Competition

Please see below the entrants and winners of the Year 8 Photography Competition.

 Congratulations to all who participated

Middle Years Competition

Are you getting enough exercise??

Starting on Friday the 14th of August, the Middle Years Captains will be running a

competition encouraging students to take a break from screens and to get out and

increase how much exercise they are getting!

 

They are encouraged to record their running, walking and bike riding activities. To do

this they will have to download either Nike Run Club or Strava Apps.  These apps are free

and will record each time they either go for a run, a bike ride or a walk.

 

Nike Run Club is specifically a running app, whereas Strava can record all 3, so it is up to

them, which app will suit them best!

 

This week, to encourage the students to begin, we are looking for them to record

their most creative route. They are required to take a screen shot of their route and send

to either their Level Leader or Ms. Butler.  What sort of picture or shape will they make

with their exercise route? (Example images above) Bonus points if they also share a

picture of a creative face mask that they wore while exercising!
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In a few weeks, we will be looking to see who has tallied up the most kilometres while

they have been exercising starting from Friday the 14th August. This is to encourage the

students to keep getting out there and maintaining good physical fitness and to take

breaks from their screen.

 

Just remember, the Victorian regulations that are in place for Stage 4 Restrictions.

They must wear a mask whilst exercising, stay within a 5 kilometre radius of your house,

limit their exercise to one hour and can be with one other person or members of

their household/parent. 

 

Please encourage this competition and support the MY Student Leaders. Happy

exercising! 

 

Health and Wellbeing Captain: Sam Hirchauer 

SRC Sustainability Captain: Sarah Golland

 

 

Kate Butler on behalf of the Middle Years Team

Middle Years Leader
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Year 8 - Year 10 Food Technology students have been cooking up a storm at home!!

The topic was YOU on a plate and Show me what YOU can DO

Linda Robertson

Food Technology News
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Library blog

We regularly update our blog with reading ideas, activities and library news. Here are

links to some of recent posts. The password is library. 

Make and do: Escape Room

Songs for book lovers

Make and do: Book Bento

Online Resources 

Homework help - Gale High School 

Password - library

Gale High School is a research tool designed for students to carry out independent

research. 

Content is:

Trustworthy

Presented at an appropriate level for high school 

Includes subscription-based content not available through open web searches

Library Update - Term 3 - Week 6
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Gale High School includes magazine and news content, so is also a good option for

readers that prefer non-fiction.

 

Educational videos – ClickView

Viewbank email + Compass password

ClickView is a database of educational videos recorded from broadcast TV or contributed

by teachers around the country. 

As well as being directed to ClickView by their teachers, students can independently

access TV programs and movies to support their research or interests. ClickView have

curated popular content into a Movies and TV section. Students will only be able to view

content from within allowed age ratings. A great addition for lockdown!

Wheelers e-platform 

Viewbank email + Compass password

If students are running out of reading material during remote learning, they can check out

e-books or audiobooks from the e-platform, or look at our guide for tips on finding books

online.

 

Latest additions

28/11/2025, 12:13 Issue 11 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/KNj423M/preview/pdf 17/25

https://online.clickview.com.au/
https://viewbank.eplatform.co/
https://viewbank.eplatform.co/
http://library.viewbank.vic.edu.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/EbooksAndAudiobooks
http://library.viewbank.vic.edu.au/oliver/learnpath/guide/EbooksAndAudiobooks


 

Chloe & Megan

Librarians
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Microsoft Team ‘Expanding Minds’ 

This Microsoft Team is a one-stop-shop for students who are keen to get involved in

opportunities that extend beyond the classroom.

 

These include competitions, webinars, external after school clubs, collaborative projects,

podcast recommendations, extension activities etc.

 

It also offers a chance to connect with like-minded students across all year levels.

 

The code to join is 2nh8cap

 

Feel free to explore the various channels that are arranged via subject areas, and begin

your journey to expand your mind!

 

If you have a question or have an opportunity that you’d like to see included, please see

Mrs Ramsay in the A-block staff-room or message her via Teams or email Ms Ramsay

Expanding Minds
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rachel.ramsay@education.vic.gov.au

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

next Friends of Health and Wellbeing meeting

next Tuesday the 24th April.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

General College Information
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‘Situations less prone to esculate and more

positive coversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

 

 

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

Noone has further adjusted the opening

hours from Monday 18th May within our

major stand-alone retail shops. 

 

Our nine dedicated Victorian stores will be

open Monday - Friday 10am - 5pm and

Saturdays 9am -12pm.

 

The health and safety of our retail staff and

customers continues to be of paramount

importance to the Noone organisation.  In

following Government advice, we are

limiting the number of customers in-store

to two groups at any one time.

 

Our products are still available online or

via email with home delivery over this

period of limited trading.

 

For further assistance, please contact our

Head Office on telephone 9379 5037 or

email sales@noone.com.au

 

We look forward to continuing to service

our school communities.
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount

against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.
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Community News

It’s been such a difficult time

for our local sporting clubs.

 

To recognise and

celebrate club members who

have gone above and beyond

to keep team spirit alive

during this pandemic, I’m

taking this year’s Jagajaga

Sporting Awards online.

 

The efforts by many people to

keep their Club community

engaged and their spirits up

has been so important.

I know there have been so

many ways you have all been

doing your part.

I invite you to nominate

someone from your Club to

receive a Jagajaga Team

Spirit Award, so we can

highlight and celebrate them

 

This might include someone

who has:

Kept club members and

their club

community up-to-date;

Community
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Worked on Covid safe

plans for the club; or

Kept up or helped

deliver training

remotely.

I’ll be celebrating our awards

winners on social media and

each winner will be sent a

certificate.

 

Simply click on the button

below to nominate someone

for the Team Spirit

Award.Thank you for taking

the time to nominate

somebody.

 

Kate Thwaites MP

Federal Member for Jagajaga

03 9459 1411

kate.thwaites.mp@aph.gov.au

 

Extreme Hardship Support

Program

 

Coronavirus (COVID-19)

Extreme Hardship Support

Program - factsheet

 

 

Can you help?

It is early days but basically it

is a book of true stories about

Wellbeing, Therapy,

Assistance or other kinds of

Working Dogs, and how they

have changed people’s lives.   

 I am an author of seven

books, three of which aim to

educate young people about

the wonderful work of

Assistance and Therapy Dogs

in our community, the rest

about life skills for young

people.   The new book

project is aimed at secondary

school aged readers. 

 

As one step to sourcing stories

I’m contacting schools, as

some may be aware of

Therapy Dogs or Assistance

Dogs amongst the local

community.   If you know of

an inspirational story about

how a dog has changed a life

or lives I would be really

interested in hearing from

you.   I am particularly

interested in dogs that assist

those with physical

disabilities, autism, veterans

and first responders, assist

children or provide mental

and emotional support  -

 however ALL dog stories

about dogs making a

difference are most

welcome.   

 

Alternately, could you please

share this email with staff

and even families?  

Newsletters, broadcasts or

any way you can think of. 

That way if anyone happens

to know someone with a

Working Dog and has a story

to tell, they can get in touch

with me directly

at gina@ginadawson.com  

for more information.         

Any help, stories or leads to

get the new project up and

running much appreciated.  

 I ask that anyone interested

in participating to get

in touch.  

 

Thank you for supporting

the work of Australian

authors and for anything you

can do to assist me in this

venture.   As an aside, if you

are in my books, please take a

look

at www.ginadawson.com/boo

ks      You can order directly

through me via email, or

through my website.  

Regards, 

Gina Dawson 

www.ginadawson.com   

Extreme Hardship
Support Program

(FAQ).docx
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