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Viewbank College

Issue 11 - 20 Oct 2023
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell
9.00am Period 1
10.16am Period 2
11.30am Morning Break
12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
2.0l1pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.
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2023 Term Dates

Term 4: Monday 2nd October, 2023 - Friday 15th December, 2023

Student free days: Monday 6th November - PPD Day for staff
Friday 8th December - Curriculum Day

October
Tuesday 24th

VCE Exams commence

Friday 27th

German Careers day

Monday 30th

VCE Exams continue

November

Thursday 2nd
Cabaret night

Monday 6th
Student free day

Tuesday 7th
Melbourne Cup day public holiday

Thursday 9th

Strings Soiree
Monday 13th

VCE Exams continue

Yr 11 & Yr 10 Exams commence
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Wednesday 15th
Duke of Ed camp

Thursday 16th
Duke of Ed camp

Friday 17th
Duke of Ed camp

From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank College Community,

Term four is always jam packed, starting with our senior students finishing formal classes,
celebrating their time at the College and preparing for exams and life after secondary

schooling.

Class of 2023

I want to acknowledge and celebrate the Class of 2023. This group of students began their
Viewbank journey in 2018, spent a large part of Year 9 & 10 in remote learning and have
re-emerged as a cohesive and lovely group of young people.

We have celebrated with an assembly onsite for students and parents, a final day breakfast
and student-led assembly and their Valedictory dinner at San Remo Ballroom. I want to
acknowledge the work and support of all of their teachers, but particularly their Year 12
teachers and the Senior School team. Their commitment, care and effort to ensure

success for students at the College is incredible.
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Music Gala and Showcase

Another major event held this week was the Music Showcase/Gala. What an incredible
evening, with such talent on show, the result of the hard work of students and
Instrumental staff. Our students performed in front of a packed audience of family,
friends and peers, displaying their passion and joy in music.

A huge thanks to all the Instrumental music team, led by Katrina Wellins and Tom Krieg.
Special mention to Craig Harrison, who showcased the Concert Band and the Ellington
Band for his last time before retirement. Craig has been a legend in this space and his
students honoured his efforts with amazing performances.

Thanks also to the Friends of Music. We have a group of parents whose last students are
graduating this year, and we want to acknowledge their efforts over many years in
supporting the events and fundraising that adds so much value....

Rosemary and Patrick Western have been stalwarts of the FOM parent group.

Uniform

We have had a renewed focus on uniform in the last week and will continue to do so
throughout the term.

This College Community has made a commitment to being a uniform school, and by
enrolling your student, you have agreed to that commitment.

We have explained to students this week that by wearing the full uniform, they are
demonstrating their commitment to being a member of the community and showing
readiness to learn.

It is also an important valuable life lesson to learn. We are not trying to put conformity
ahead of individuality, but in life there are times where you adhere to the greater good or
to rules that govern our communities/society.

The are many examples of this that you can use when talking about this with your
students- Covid lockdowns, road rules, terms of employment. We need to be able to
prepare our students for the reality of life outside a Viewbank bubble.

If you need financial support with obtaining items of uniform, please contact your

student’s House Leader.

Current events

In the past week, there have been some events, locally and globally, that have been
distressing for many members of our community.

The conflict on the Gaza Strip and the result of the referendum last weekend may be an
ongoing cause for concern for students. If your student needs support, please contact the

relevant House Leader or Head of House.
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Facilities

Our new VCE centre is open for business, and our Class of 2023 have been using it for
exam preparation. We have some landscaping work to complete, as well as more outdoor
furniture to make it an amenable space for our future Year 12 cohorts.

The toilet refurbishments continue, as does progress on the walking trail. Both of these

projects will be complete for the 2024 school year.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Senior School News

Jaga Jaga Resilience Award 2023

Congratulations to Elena Tsiounis!

The Resilience Award is for students who have set an example through their capacity to
adapt and respond, and who have supported others in their school community to be
resilient.

Kate Thwaites MP - member for Jagajaga presented Elena at VBC on Thursday 5th
October, 2032.

Staff vs Student Cricket Match
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Year 12 Breakfast
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Middle School News

Passion Project Stalls - Ignis Launch

Over the past few weeks in Ignis Launch, students have been working in groups on their
passion projects to raise awareness in addressing one or more of the World Health
Organisation’s SDG goals. Students developed various fund-raising ideas and ran a

stall/activity on 10th October.
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As part of our Launch sessions at Viewbank College, we were required to create and
carry out our very own passion projects which had to be based around one of the UN’s
sustainable development goals. My group and I looked at raising awareness for
communities in need of clean water and sanitation and we decided that our passion
project would be a Zooper Dooper stand where all the funds received would go to the
Water Project charity. I sincerely enjoyed being able to collaborate on a fundraising
project, and being able to execute the project with my peers was definitely a rewarding
experience. Through this experience I learned to collaborate on a project, work with
peers, and execute a practical task. I recommend doing this with students in the

future. Tig 9E

CareNet Christmas Drive

A message from a Hydra Launch Passion Project Group

This year Viewbank College is contributing to a Christmas drive that benefits Australian

children in need, and we are asking for your help!

The year 8 launch passion project is calling on the Viewbank College community for

support. This year CareNet is partnering with Viewbank College to run a Christmas drive

to collect toys for Australian children who are less fortunate. In recent times so much has

happened that has caused immense stress to families, which has meant that too many kids

are missing out, especially at Christmas time. No child deserves to wake up on Christmas
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morning without a present, so get on board and donate a gift, big or small to a child this
year.
We will be collecting brand new and unwrapped toys, books, and $30 gift vouchers in
the general office of Viewbank college. There will be a donation box set up from
Thursday 12th October - Monday 30th October. This drive is collecting toys for
children and teens aged 0 - 18, so any donation will go a long way. For the cost of Friday

night takeaway, you could brighten a child’s life this Christmas.

Art & Technology News

Year 8's breaking the fast

Year 8's have been designing some quick and tasty dishes for breakfast.
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Home Made Muesli

INGREDIENTS METHOD
Preheat oven to 180°C.
1 Crolled oats Line an oven tray with Glad bake
2 Tbswheat germ In a bowl add, oats, wheat germ, seeds, coconut, cinnamon

2 Tbs pumpkin seeds ~ and maple syrup and mix well.

2 Tbs Sunflower seeds  Place combined dry ingredients on oven tray and bake for 10

1 Tbsshredded minutes.

coconut Remove tray from oven and stir mixture then continue baking
Pinch of cinnamon for another 5 minutes, then add dried fruit.

2 Tbs (40mls) maple When cool, store in an airtight container.

syrup

2 Tbssultanas

2 Tbs dried cranberries
2 dried apricots,
chopped OR

2 dried apples,
chopped
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Art News

Last year the Friends of Performing and Visual Arts Parent Group donated money
towards enhancing the STEAM courtyard. With the help of Eleanor Risley, Milena
Kraemer and Naomi Livermore we designed a colour palette artwork. Many of the Year 7s
from 2022 took part in the project by mixing and applying the colours. They learnt about
primary and secondary colours as well as tints and shades. It is now installed in the
courtyard space for the benefit of all. Thanks to our Maintenance Team and the Arts staff
who helped complete and install the work.

Tanya Abrahams

Year 8 Pencil Cases

Students in year 8 Materials Technology classes were introduced to the design process by
redeveloping an existing product, a timber Pencil Case. Students designed and produced
their Pencil Case from recycled pine decking with an acrylic lid, using a range of tools,
machinery, and processes, incorporating housing joints and laminating timber, and a
design laser engraved into the lid. Students were required to demonstrate safe use of tools
and machinery, including the Belt Sander, Disc Sander, Orbital Sander, and Palm Router.

Ashli Roberts
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Year 9 Model Houses

Students in year 9 Systems Technology were given a project to introduce them to
Computer Aided Design (CAD) software and the emerging technologies of Computer
Aided Machinery (CAM). Students learnt how to use various 2D sketching functions in
AutoDesk Inventor to design the floor plan of their dream house, and 3D modelling
functions to extrude their walls and create doors and windows. Students realised their
design by 3D printing into a 3-dimensional prototype.

Ashli Roberts

Year 10 Jewellery Boxes

Students in year 10 Materials Technology were introduced to the design process by
sustainably redeveloping an existing product, a Jewellery Box. Students designed and
produced their Jewellery Box from recycled hardwood timber, using a range of tools,
machinery, and processes, incorporating dovetail joints and laminating timber. Students
were required demonstrate safe use of machinery, including the Bandsaw, Belt Sander,
Palm Router, Orbital Sander, and Thicknesser. This unit is similar to the requirements of
VCE Product Design and Technology Unit 1 “Sustainable Product Redevelopment” they
will study next year.

Ashli Roberts
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Girls in STEM

Mentoring program
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Sport News

Junior Athlete of the Year - Tennis Victoria

Congratulations to Daniel Jovanovski for being named Junior Athlete of the Year Male by

Tennis Victoria

Congratulations Niklas Hyland

Niklas recently competed in his first Australian Short Course Championships in Sydney
and now has a National ranking of 20th in the 200m backstroke!

Congratualation Niklas

Volleyball

Both teams finished 3rd!
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Basketball

On Wednesday the 11th of October both the Intermediate Boys and Girls Basketball team
represented Viewbank at the Northern Metro Regional competition.

The girls team won 2 of their pool games, but after a very close game against MGC they
weren't able to progress to the finals. Shoutout to Maddy H, who was the stand out player
of the day, contributing on both the offensive and defensive end of the floor.

After a very competitive pool round, the boys team was able to make it to the final against
Coburn High, where they came out on top! The boys will progress to States on Monday
the 13th of November at MSAC
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Financial support tor Families

Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2023

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.
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How the School Student Broadband Initiative works
If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.
Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your
household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.
The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

* If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au

Student scholarships

The Department of Education administers a number of scholarships that are available to

eligible students who are enrolled in Grade 4 to Year 12 in 2023.

Applicants for these scholarships will be evaluated on their:
- participation in school activities
- community involvement

- academic achievement.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/NVvvx9N/preview/pdf 20/23


https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/

28/11/2025, 10:04 Issue 11 PDF Export - iNewsletter
Scholarships are either one-off payments or cover the duration of the student’s course or
annual study.
Many of these scholarships have specific eligibility criteria so please refer to individual
applications for more information. Applications are currently open and close on
Thursday 1 February 2024.
For more information and a list of available scholarships, refer to the 2024 Student
scholarships for Grade 4 - Year 12 fact sheet .

For information on how to apply, refer to Student scholarships.

Community News
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Malahang Community Festival
Come and enjoy:
e a community stage showcasing local entertainment and First Nations performers
e our circus dreaming space, featuring circus workshops and free play under a big
tent
o art workshops for all ages including bath bombs!
e face painting and our fairy village
e live reptile education zone
e basketball tournament and soccer clinics
e tai chi and zumba sessions
e activities presented by local neighbourhood houses
e Scouts rope bridge and sport try outs

e Council departments on display.
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Banyule Youth Services

What's happening...

Football Victoria and Banyule City Council are running two Go Girls Soccer programs for

girls aged 8-16.
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