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Viewbank College

Issue 11 - 25 Oct 2024
Viewbank College Pledge
At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.
We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,
positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Important Dates

Summary of Important Dates:

Date Event

Tuesday 29th October 2024 VCE Exams Start
Monday 4th November 2024 Student free day
Tuesday 5th November 2024 Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Bell Times

Time

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.16am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.16pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break
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Time
2.01pm Period 4
3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website
www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

2024 Term Dates
Term 1: 30th January - 28th March
Term 2: 15th April - 28th June
Term 3: 15th July - 20th September
Term 4: 7th October - 20th December (TBC)

October

Friday 25th October
Minus 18 - Yr 11 Overlay
Yr9 LEAD 1 and 2

Monday 28th October
Yr 9 LEAD 2 onsite (VBC)

Tuesday 29th October
Inter Round Robin (2025)
VCE Exams Start
Yr9LEAD 2

Wednesday 30th October
Yr 10 Theatre Studies - The Suitcase Series 9am - 4pm - Malthouse Theatre
Yr9 LEAD 2

Thursday 31st October
Yr 7 Girls Table Tennis
Yr9 LEAD 2
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November

Friday 1st November

Year 10 Public Speaking (p1)
VCE Exams

Yr9LEAD 2

Monday 4th November
Student free day

Tuesday 5th November
Melbourne Cup Day Public Holiday

Wednesday 6th November
VCE Exams
Yr 9 Duke of Ed Camp - depart

Thursday 7th November
VCE Exams
Yr 9 Duke of Ed Camp

Friday 8th November

VCE Exams

Yr 9 Duke of Ed Camp - return

Yr 10 Outdoor Ed Surfing Excursion

Monday 11th November
VSMF Viewbank Junior Band

Tuesday 12th November
Senior Vocal Workshop
VCE Exams

Yr 10/11 Music Performance evening

Wednesday 13th November
Vocal Cabaret
VCE Exams

School Council & sub council meetings
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Thursday 14th November
Year 8 Round Robin (2025)
Yr 7 State Softball
PAT testing - Yr 10
Year 10 & 11 exams
VCE Exams

Friday 15th November
Year 10 & 11 exams
VCE Exams

Monday 18th November
Year 10 & 11 exams
VCE Exams

Tuesday 19th November
PAT testing - Yr 10

Year 10 & 11 exams

VCE Exams

Wednesday 20th November
VCE Exams Finish
Year 10 & 11 exams

Thursday 21st November

German Study Tour - depart
Friday 22nd November

German Study Tour

Astronomy elective excursion (Science Works and Planetarium)
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From the Principal Class

Dear Viewbank Community,
The start of term four really signals the start of Year 12 celebrations and exams, the

finalizing of Year 10 and 11 assessments and orientation for them.

Last week, we had our final celebrations for our Year 12’s, with very strong messaging
around ‘business as usual’ with classes right up to Thursday (uniform alterations) and
Friday’s celebrations and Valedictory Dinner.

Huge thanks to the Senior team, who put in an enormous amount of work to ensure this
all went smoothly, including organizing the final assembly on Tuesday.

It was lovely to see so many parents in attendance.

Valedictory was a lovely evening, with our biggest attendance ever.

Students and families enjoyed a wonderful acknowledgment of their efforts over the
years, culminating in these next few weeks.

Unfortunately, whilst we tried to keep the celebrations positive, we did experience some
damage and graffiti in the toilets and the gym.

We are working through this with those students and families.

It is always disappointing that a few students feel the need to damage our property.

The other major event happening currently is the Year 9 LEAD City Program.
This has taken place this week and next week.
Students have an inquiry focus to guide their experience of Melbourne city, whilst also

building their curiosity, confidence and independence.
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We also celebrated our instrumental music program, with our Music Showcase and Gala
concert on Monday 21st October.
A wonderful opportunity to give students the ultimate performance experience and

demonstrate their development over the course of the year.

House Structure:

In 2025, there will be a change to our House Structure.

Our Middle School will comprise of Year 7, 8 and 9, whilst our Senior School will
comprise of Year 10, 11 and 12. Meaning, our Year 10s will now join the Senior School.
Within each School, there will be two Heads of Middle/Senior School, and one Head of
Student Outcomes and Engagement (student programs).

This change is based on significant teacher, student and leadership feedback.

This feedback is in the form of the Attitudes to School Survey (AtoSS), Staff School
Survey (SSS), and the lived experience of our leaders and students who are currently in
the Middle or Senior School.

The core purpose of our House Structure is to provide age-appropriate wellbeing and
academic support through clear communication with all stakeholders of our community.
Alongside this purpose are the high expectations and improved VCE results that sits
within our School Strategic Plan (SSP) and exists within our community.

This formed a key pillar of the rationale for change.

In moving the Year 10s into Senior School, it will increase the rigour, accountability and
alignment with the expectations of Senior School, and better prepare our students for
VCE, or VCE VM success.

More information to come, but the majority of students will remain in their current

house.

Facilities:

The school continues to get minor upgrades to buildings and grounds.
Our walking track is now complete, with three exercise stations equipped and ready to

go. Our breaktime gym is now supervised and open for student use.
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Signage:

We have had new signs installed this week in the major blocks around the school and will

eventually have all of our signage updated.

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal
Anna Crosswhite, Assistant Principal

Penelope Cleghorn, Assistant Principal
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Class of 2024

The Class of 2024

Last Thursday 17th and Friday 18th of October, we celebrated the end of a journey for our
Year 12 students.

Thursday saw the Year 12 students be creative with their uniforms - dresses were cut into
skirts and tops for the girls and the boys showed their muscles by removing the sleeves

and not to forget the signage of names on their shirts.

On Friday, although a wet day, the weather didn’t dampen their celebrations.

Students started to arrive at 8am to a farewell BBQ Breakfast cooked by the Senior and
Principal Team.

Students also dressed up in an array of costumes ranging from, Kath and Kim, Toy Story
characters, Whoopy Cushion, Egg Plants, Samurai, Dinosaur and The Lorax just to name

a few.

The students then headed to the Gym for their student run assembly.
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Thank you to the student leadership team for putting together a wonderful final assembly
and presentation for students to look back at the year.
Following the assembly, Year 12 students then headed to the front oval where they were
treated to a slip and slide and waterbombing which is a Viewbank College tradition.
A special mention to the student leadership team, Principal team and also Ben for helping

making this day so special.

Students then headed home to get ready for the Valedictory Evening that was held at
Melrose Reception.

We had the pleasure of welcoming 635 students, family, friends and staff to the event.

The night started with the 2024 School Captains Matilda Crawford and Derek Yang,
wishing the class of 2024 all the best for their future.

Ms Grimes then addressed the guests in recognising the achievements and resilience of
Class 2024.

Hannah Haynes, was the Valedictory recipient. Hannah reminded us all to be kind, and to
stay positive.

The special awards then got announced.

Congratulations again to:

e Hannah Haynes - Long Tan and Friends of Performing Arts Award

¢ Isabella Pearson - ADF Future Innovators Award

e Tom Gruer - Viewbank Ethos Award

¢ Ruslana Tarauniekh - Jagajaga Resilience Award and Lesley Morris Award

¢ Holly Ridewood - Ampol All Rounder Award (presented by Founding Principal

Mr David Jensz)

e Katelyn McGregor - Art Award

e Matthew Doblanovic - Technology Award

e Mikayla Manolaros - Vocational Student of the Year Award

e Estella Law - David Jensz Award.
We then congratulated the class of 2024 by presenting them individually with a VCE
Viewbank College certificate.

The night ended with dancing, laughter and unforgettable memories.
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From The Wellbeing Team

Art Therapy

Headspace Greensborough is offering 1:1 sessions with a training Art Therapist
Do you enjoy creative activities like drawing, painting or clay and want to learn new skills

on managing your wellbeing?

For more information or to refer a young person, please contact headspace

Greensborough (03) 9433 7200 headspacegreensborough@mindaustralia.org.au
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Autistic Art Group

Headspace Greensborough in partnership with Different Journeys

This group is facilitated in a safe & supported space.

FREE!

Headspace Greensborough

Level 1, 78 Main Street, Greensborough

Young people aged 12 to 17
Monday 11 Nov - 4:00pm to 5:30pm
Monday 18 Nov - 4:00pm to 5:30pm
Monday 25 Nov - 4.00pm to 5.30pm
Monday 02 Dec - 4.00pm to 5.30pm

Adults aged 18 to 25
Monday 11 Nov - 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Monday 18 Nov - 1:00pm to 2:30pm
Monday 25 Nov - 1.00pm to 2.30pm
Monday 02 Dec - 1.00pm to 2.30pm

Explore a range of art materials in a relaxing and fun environment.
No art experience necessary & all materials are provided!
You are welcome to bring your own sensory toys, headphones,

and iPad/tablet device to this group.

Any question please give us a call on 9433 7200
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Drama Therapy

Headspace Greensborough is offering 1:1 and group sessions with a training
Drama Therapist
Do you enjoy performing?
Are you interested in learning new skills through theatre and storytelling to discover new

ways of relating to yourself and others?

For more information or to refer a young person, please contact headspace

Greensborough (03) 9433 7200 headspacegreensborough@mindaustralia.org.au
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*Libby Whiting currently on leave

A Viral Enigma

The Viral Enigma excursion

On the 17th of October, the Year 9 Accelerated class was fortunate enough to attend the
program “A Viral Enigma” run by Quantum Victoria.

Year 9 students worked in teams to apply their acquired knowledge on viruses, mutations
and transmission when presented with a Global Pandemic.

The day ran over three sessions: a simulation using a zombie apocalypse program to
model how real-world diseases spread and how they can be stopped.

The second session was a code breaking round where students used their understanding
of DNA and protein synthesis to work out a secret message.
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In the final session they experienced simulations, algorithmic thinking, and mathematics
without numbers, words, or calculations during the immersive game, The Virus.
Every student made the most of the opportunities to extend themselves and make the

most of learning in a different environment.

Louise Byron
Natalie Crawford

Stav Mouzakis
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Help us make a Ditference

Please Help Us Make A Difterence.

Help us make a difference in our community by contributing to our Pinchapoo donation
drive! We're collecting essential items to create care packages for Victorians in need, and
we need YOUR support to make it a success. Pinchapoo is a charity that donates hygiene
products to people in need, to help them feel confident. Please consider donating roll-on
deodorants, toothpaste, toothbrushes, face washers, soap, face washers, baby wipes, 2-in-
1 shampoo. Your generous contributions will bring comfort and joy to individuals and
families facing challenging times. Drop off your donations in the collection bins located in
the school office by during the first four weeks of Term 4. Together, we can spread
kindness and make a positive impact. Thank you for your support!

Here is a link for other things you can donate to Pinchapoo:

https://www.pinchapoo.org.au/?home-page-stories=what-to-donate

-VM students

Christmas Giving Donation Drive
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CareNet is running a Christmas Giving Day Drive. This event is to bring families relief
over the festive season by providing them with gifts for the children. We will be providing
children aged 0 to 12 with toys and teenagers 13 to 18 with gift cards.
Viewbank College is a proud collection point for CareNet Christmas giving day.
If you are able and wish to we would love to collect your gifts and pass them onto the
CareNet organisation. The collection area is located in our reception foyer. The final day

for gifts to be dropped off is the 24th November.
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Library News
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Music News

Music Department

2024 has been an extraordinary year for our music program, with standout performances,
competitions, the VSMF, and workshop experiences.

One of the year’s highlights was the Gala Showcase Night held on Monday night, where
our students delivered breathtaking performances across various ensembles. It was a
night of great vibes and incredible music, with the dedication and passion of our students
on full display. A big thank you to our Music Team for organizing this fantastic event and

to our Friends of Music Group (FOPA) for their support.

Our talented students, including Edward Xu, Livi Herrick, Mia Stevens, Isaiah Carnell,
Remy Giuliani, Kalel Mangubat, Caddel McColl, Lily Ricardo, Dawson Conceicao, Long
Dinh, Hannah Haynes, Olive McAleer, Natasha Wills, Aaron Cooke, Mia Phipps, Xand
Wright, Rupini Marimuthu, Ruby Sewell, Tanya Gholami, and Hoang Trung Nguyen,
were awarded their lifetime involvement awards for being apart of the music program

from Year 7 all the way through to Year 12.
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We also extend our appreciation to the school community, including the Principal Team,
for their unwavering encouragement. As we look forward to the 2025 Music Program, we
are excited for another year of creating wonderful music together! To re enrol your
student in music for 2025 please see your Compass Events. If you are interested in
beginning your music journey next year please reach out to the school or have your

student come down to the music staff room for more information.

Vocational Major

Vocational Major

2024 has been the first year that Viewbank College has offered the full range of Vocational
Major subjects. The VM is designed to suit students who prefer to learn in a more ‘hands
on’ way and engage with school by having theoretical concepts related to everyday
concepts. In the first week of term, VM students sought a Work Placement in industries
that they identified as being suitable for their experience and skill levels. Many of our
students found rewarding placements where they learned more about the requirements
to succeed in that industry. Below, you’ll see Ben who spent a week working in a light
manufacturing factory. Dom worked at a mechanic fixing cars. Nick developed his
teaching skills by showing younger students how to play tennis. Jet worked at Sky Bus
which is a transport business located near the airport. As teachers, we were proud to
hear stories about these students taking their first steps into the workforce and getting
recommendations, references and gaining a positive reputation amongst employers. If
you’re an employer who is willing to offer a placement to our VM students in 2025, or

know one who is, please contact matt.dunn@education.vic.gov.au
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Medieval Incursion

Late term 3, Year 8 students participated in a Medieval Incursion as part of the
Humanities curriculum. They witnessed demonstrations of food, clothing, armour, melee
weaponry and archery. To conclude the programme, students were invited to participate
in some archery and took fire at the target. Students were also invited to attend a Crime
and Punishment workshop on 12 Sept where students participated in faux trials and

punishments. Both sessions were informative and immersive, enjoyed by all.
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Sports News

Bronze Medal For Nishi

Nishi from Year 8 competed in the secondary girls state final of chess and came home

with a bronze medal.
Nishi won 4 out of the 7 games and Viewbank College placed 13th amongst the 19 schools

in the tournament.

Congratulation to you Nishi on a wonderful achievement!
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Intermediate Regional Hockey Finals.

Intermediate Regional hockey finals were played on Wednesday 16th October at Plenty
Park in Greensborough.

We finished runners up in a tight 2-1 loss.

Through the pool stages we had strong play to knock off last year’s state finalists.

Again the team was well led by Josh Cain and Liam MacMillan.

We had crucial individual goals from Cruz T.

Miles P and Max C played every minute and Benny F saved so many crucial short corners.
Chlo W, Darcy K, and Harrison were quick on the wings.

Our Year 10 first timers in Will B, Elliott S, Tom G, Fenita F, Huw W, learned quickly in
defensive short corners and improved throughout the day.

In the final, we scored first and then the opposition drag flicked their way to the lead.
For our first entry into hockey for over 5 years it was an excellent result and we look
forward to getting two mixed teams up next year.

Well done to all players for training on our cricket pitches for the last 5 weeks.

State Track and Field
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On Monday 21st October, Declan, Zoey and Alex attended the state track and field event
at Albert Park.

Results

Declan Loeckx

5th in Boys 15 yr. 800m

4th in Boys 15 yr. 1500m
Zoey Ryan

4th in Girls 15 yr. Shot Put
Alex Palmer

5th in Girls 12-13 yr. Javelin
7th in Girls 12-13 yr. Shot Put

Congratulations to you all on a great achievement.

Volleyball

On Wednesday 23rd October, the Year 8 & 9 boys and girls headed to Nets Stadium in
Macleod to play in the interschool Volleyball. The boys have progressed to the next round

winning all games but the girls were unlucky on the day, winning 2 of their 5 games.

Intermediate Girls Tennis

Our Intermediate Girls tennis team headed to Eltham high school on Wednesday 23rd
October to play in the interschool tennis.

The girls had a great day out winning all there games.
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Intermediate Boys Tennis

Intermediate boys tennis was played on 23rd October at Macleod tennis courts.

The Boys did well all day but it came down to a head to head with Greensborough.

Unfortunately our boys came second.

Cricket

Year 8 and 9 boys headed to the Banyule flats to play in the interschool cricket.

Viewbank batted second and chased down Greensborough's total of 71 in 10 overs.

Well done to all involved and good luck for the next round.

Intermediate Boys Regional Basketball.

On Thursday 24th October, the Year 8 boys played at the Mill Park Baseketball Stadium.
The boys played 3 games - winning 2 and loosing 1.

Unfortunately they just missed out on going to state by percentage.
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Super effort guys on making it to this level.

Thanks to Lachie Draper of Year 10 for coaching the team.

Melbourne Victory FC’s newest recruit!

Congratulations to Jorgie (year 7) for being selected to join Melbourne Victory FC A-
League. Jorgie has fulfilled a lifelong dream by being selected to join the Melbourne
Victory youth team. Having set this goal since the age of nine, Jorgie has dedicated
countless hours to training and hard work. Inspired by his father, who enrolled Jorgie into
a soccer team at age 2-3, his natural talent began to flourish. Looking ahead, Jorgie says
he's most excited about the opportunity for intensive training schedules, becoming
stronger, and traveling interstate with the team. His advice for aspiring young athletes is
"to train, work hard, and never let anybody put you down".

Well done Jorgie, incredible achievement and recognition for all your hard work!
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General College Information

Study Hall (Homework Club) As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance
Students - how would you like to have the ) o
to meet with your teacher for tuition in a
opportunity to discuss your learning or gain ) '
particular subject.
support for completing your work in your o o o
] As this is a new initiative for the College it is
subjects? )
hoped that all students who would appreciate a
All Year 7-10 students are invited to attend the .
_ space to undertake study or an opportunity to
College Library and Year 11 and 12 students to
receive support from teachers or peers will
the VCE Centre on Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm
) attend - you will be made most welcome.
to get learning support and undertake

independent or small study group work.
The intention is for students to have access to
support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.
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Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Bob Stewart
Our shop is at 5 Janefield Drive, Bundoora.

Telephone: 9036 7385

Opening hours Monday to Thursday 9am - Spm
and Saturday 9.30am - 12.30pm

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/32458672

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are
labelled with their name so that lost property
items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on
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them and unfortunately we do not have the
space to keep them. Unclaimed and unnamed
school items get donated to welfare and other
non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.

Viewbank College Building Fund

The College would like to take this opportunity
to sincerely thank those families who have
already contributed to the Building Fund this

year.

How will your donation assist the College?
The College has a Master Plan for building
works with the focus on creating more usable
spaces for our students. Your generous
donation will contribute greatly to this.In the
past Building Fund donations have supported
various improvements throughout the school
such as the installation of heating/cooling,
external painting and upgrades to learning
spaces.

Another exciting opportunity is the
development of our VCE Study Centre, to
provide our Year 12 students with a purpose-
built space to study, gather and collaborate in
their final year at the College.

The end of financial year is fast approaching, if
you would like to take the opportunity to make
a taxable deduction donation to our Building
Fund, please click the Donate Now button
below

All donations big or small are tax-deductible!
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Community News

S
S
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based program, the AV Shield
League, that runs from
October to March as well as a
range of Specialist and
Championship events that are
offered to all age groups.
Training and competition are
open to women and men from
Under 14’s through to open
age and Masters.

DVAC’s home venue,
Willinda Park,
Greensborough, is the base
for training sessions that are
held throughout the week.
Athletes will find qualified
coaches on hand to assist with

their preparation.

ATHLETICS

The Diamond Valley Athletic
Club offers a season of
competition with Athletics

Victoria that includes a club-
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Financial support for Families

Government funded financial support for families Saver Plus
Camps are an amazing opportunity for your students. But they can be stressful for some

parents to afford.

Saver Plus encourages parents to save $50 a month (for 10 months). Savings are then
matched - a free $500 for education costs, making $1,000 potentially available for the

school camp.

Families that start saving in August, will have their savings ready to pay their school

camp fees in June 2025.

If there are families that don’t have students attending camp they may also still apply for

the program and allocate the funds to other education costs.

Saver Plus will chat with your families about eligibility:

e Health Care or Pensioner Concession Card
e Payment from Centrelink and
¢ Earning an income (employment, carer’s payment, or child support).
If families would like to check their eligibility and receive a call back please click on the

below enquiry link - https://www.bsl.org.au/services/saving-and-managing-

money/saver-plus/ or call the national number 1300 610 355 and a local coordinator will

contact you directly.
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Support your Child's Education with 12 months free Internet
at home

The Australian Government has established the School Student Broadband Initiative to
provide free home internet for one year for up to 30,000 eligible families with school-aged
students.

The initiative aims to boost education opportunities. NBN Co is leading the rollout of this

initiative across the country.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative can help your child

Children who can access online learning at home as part of their education are more
likely to engage in classroom activities.

Access to fast internet at home can also support children to build their digital skills, learn
how to safely use the internet and take part in a world that is more reliant on digital

technology.

Eligibility

To be eligible, families must:

* have a child living at home enrolled in an Australian school in 2024

* not have an active National Broadband Network internet service at their home (having a
mobile internet service does not affect eligibility)

*live in a premises that can access the National Broadband Network through a standard
connection. NBN Co will check this for you after you apply

* register interest with your school and complete a consent form to be assessed for

eligibility.

How the School Student Broadband Initiative works

If you are eligible, your home internet service will be provided at no cost for one year
with a participating internet provider over the National Broadband Network. Each
internet provider has its own step-by-step process to get you connected, which may
involve you providing identification.

Once you sign up, the internet provider will help you set up your connection. The
initiative does not include devices such as a computer or tablet. Other members of your

household can use the internet service provided through this initiative.
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The one-year period will start from the day your service is activated with your chosen
provider. At the end of the one-year period, you will not be placed onto a paid service by
your internet provider without your consent. The Australian Government is considering

options beyond the one-year free period.

How to apply

* Ask your school for a copy of the School Student Broadband Initiative consent form.

* Complete the consent form and return to the school.

* NBN Co will use student address details on the consent form to confirm eligibility.

*If you are eligible, NBN Co will issue a voucher for your family to use to sign up with a
participating internet provider. This will be provided to you by your school.

Please note: NBN Co will review the home address for eligibility. No personal
information other than your main home address will be shared with NBN Co. Please see
the consent form for details about how personal information will be used.

Find out more

For more information about the School Student Broadband Initiative, visit

https://www.infrastructure.gov.au
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