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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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Bell Times

Time  

8.55am Locker Bell

9.00am Period 1

10.15am Period 2

11.30am Morning Break

12.15pm Period 3

1.30pm Afternoon Break

2.00pm Period 4

3.15pm Finish

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

Important Dates
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Monday 12th July

Term 3 commences

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Tuesday 13th July

Students dismissed at 1.30pm (Staff PL)

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Wednesday 14th July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Thursday 15th July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Friday 16th July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Subject Expo Assembly (Yr 10/11 into VCE

Year 12 Presentation Ball - Melrose Receptions

Monday 19th July

Year 7 Tech School Program

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Year 11 Presentation Ball - suit fittings 4pm (Gym)

Into the VCE Information and Expo Evening

Tuesday 20th July

Year 7 Tech School Program

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

NMR Cross Country

Year 9 Subject Selection Assembly

Year 12 Public Speaking (afterschool)

Year 9 into Year 10 Information Expo

Wednesday 21st July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Year 7 Round Robin

Friends of Health and Wellbeing (FOHAWB) 6.30pm

Thursday 22nd July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations

Friday 23rd July

Year 10 into Year 11 Pathways conversations
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2021 Term Dates

Term 1:  Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December

 

Term Two at Viewbank College has again proven to be one of our busiest. Students and

staff have been involved in an array of activities (camps, exams, NAPLAN, conferences,

production – just to name a few!). Involvement in these activities helps to support and

enhance a positive climate for learning both in and out of the classroom.  I would like to

acknowledge the work of our staff in ensuring our programs run smoothly and provide

learning opportunities for all students. 

The tutor program and support for targeted students in all year levels has been a highlight

of the past two terms. These teaching professionals have worked with students

individually and in support of the learning program to assist students in their learning

growth. The impact of COVID has been felt community wide and the support of these

teachers have been vital to help with bridge some gaps in learning for our young people. 

From the Principal Class
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We thank this team for their work and wish them all the best for future endeavours.

Thank-you to:

Lily Fagioli 

Jane Archer

Sue Ann Barber

Karen Le Lievre

Di Allan

Emily Notley

Dion Coulson

David Reid

 

Thank-you to the following staff who have filled short term contacts this semester. Their

ability to step in and skillfully run with the teaching and learning program has been

impressive. Again, we wish them all the best for the future and thank them for their hard

work.

 

Thank-you to:

Veronica Unkles – Food Technology

Nicholas Kelly – English

Zoe Bai – English/Humanities

Gunjan Gosain Oberoi - English

 

There are also a number of staff members taking leave and new appointments for the

beginning of Semester Two. This does mean there will be some changes to the timetable

for students. Updates will be able in Compass in the last week of the holidays. 

 

Ruth Perkins – will be moving to work with team introducing the VCE/VCAL/VET

senior certificate at VCAA. Ruth has been a member of staff since 2010 working in the

Technology and Health Domains.

As a Leading Teacher, Ruth proved to be an invaluable member of the leadership team

demonstrating her passion for student pathways and personal development. She re-

energised this area of the College. We will miss her, but we know that she will add

tremendous value to her new team at VCAA. Thanks to Ruth also, for her contribution to

College Council over the past few years. 

Amanda Watson – is taking leave for the remainder of this year. Amanda has contributed

immensely to the College as a Level Leader (Year 7) and also as the Director of Teaching

and Learning. Her work and passion for the performing arts at Viewbank College has also
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not gone unnoticed! We wish Amanda all the best with her move to Adelaide to be closer

to family and start a new chapter in her life.

Darren Murray – will be on leave for Term 3 and he is taking some well-earned long

service leave next term after stepping into the Acting Assistant Principal role for start of

this year. We want to thank him again for stepping in and supporting the Principal class

team with such commitment, reliability, and wisdom.

Spencer Nelson – is taking up a position as a music teacher at St Helena. Spencer has

worked closely with the Jazz and Funk Bands at the College over the past 4 years. We

wish him all the best stepping into his new position teaching instrumental music.

Kris Tsorlinis – will be retiring after 36 years of service to public education. Kris starting

as a teacher assistant at Watsonia Tech before attaining a teaching position at

Greensborough College in 1991. After 14 years at Greensborough, Kris arrived at

Viewbank College and has remained until now. Kris has worked predominantly as a

member of our Humanities domain and particularly enjoyed teaching in the junior years.

She has spent semester 1 on long service leave, considering her teaching future and came

to the decision that retirement suits her very well! We will celebrate Kris’ service as a

community next term.

 

The senior leadership team have been working diligently to put into action the Viewbank

Market Day to be held at the school grounds on the 7th of August. We look forward to

this community celebration and hope to see many people supporting the student led

initiative to raises funds and awareness for the organization Minus18. 

 

Production rehearsals have been well underway (with a small hiatus during lockdown).

The passionate and dedicated cast and crew have been diligently working hard but having

fun in the process. During the second week of the holiday’s students will be spending

their days at school to fine tune what is tipped to be another magnificent performance

from our performing arts and music students. The production “Chicago” will run from

the 28th to the 31st of July.

 

Student safety is of paramount importance to us at the College. There have been a

number of ‘close calls’ and incidents in recent times involving students unsafely exiting

the College. Students need to be actively paying attention and using the appropriate

crossings to exit the school. Parents should not be parked illegally in no standing zones as

this can lead to unsafe congestion. In order to keep everyone safe we ask that our whole

school community think carefully about moving home at the end of the day.
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We know lockdown 4.0 took its toll on staff and students alike. The holidays come at a

good time for both to reset and come back fresh for the start of Term 3. Middle School

students will have the opportunity to experience new subjects in the elective and

art/technology domains. VCE students can expect another busy term with the

culmination of years of hard work coming together as the move through their final areas

of study. Although meant to be relaxing, sometimes holidays can be a difficult time for

families. Below are details for some health services who may be able to assist during this

time. 

On behalf of the Principal team, I wish our students and staff a relaxed mid year break.

Thank-you for all of your work and enthusiasm in what has been a long semester. We look

forward to welcoming everyone back safe and happy for Term 3 on the 12th of July. 

 

 

 

Viewbank College House Scarves 

 

Help keep warm this winter 🥶🥶 by getting one of the new Scarves that have the

updated house logos! Now available with our uniform suppliers! 

 

Check out these photos to see what they look like on...
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Viewbank beanie’s are also now available!

 

Principal Class Team 

Sharon Grimes, Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal

Year 9 Career Development @ Viewbank College 2021

 

Career Development is a vital element of a school’s curriculum, it gives all students an

opportunity to discover many of their attributes and aptitudes.

Our College offers many diverse career activities and workshops tailored to each year

level cohort throughout the academic year, these programs aim to assist students to

engage in an area of learning they enjoy and are passionate about with a view to a future

career.

Careers News
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During the next few weeks our Year 9 students will be participating in Career workshops.

In these sessions students will be creating their career profile with “The Career

Department.” A career tool used in many schools across the country. Students have

started the workshop in good form, they have been eager to learn more about themselves

and to discover many different careers. Once the students log on to the software tool,

they have able to gain insight into their attributes and personalities which then links them

to careers that may be interested in. 

 

This is what a few students had to say.... 🗣
 

“I found this whole lesson was really informative and it was interesting to find out more

about myself.” - Ava 9H 

 

“It was good, it gave me a bit of an idea on things I might like for my future.” - D’Mee 9H

 

“This lesson was interesting and gave me some ideas of different jobs” - Brooklyn 9H

 

 

National Youth Science Forum 2022

The NYSF Year 12 program offers an exciting range of in person and digital science,

technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) experiences for participants across

Australia. If you're a Year 11 student you can apply now! This program will run for 12 days

from 10th - 25th January 2022. Applications close 2 July 2021. Click on the link to find tips

on applying and answers to common questions or come and visit the careers room for

more information https://www.nysf.edu.au/

 

 

Swinburne Science Experience
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If you are in Year 9 or 10 and you know that the science of today is technology of

tomorrow, then you will want to come to campus to learn and explore STEM through

interactive, hands on workshops and demonstrations. You will meet leaders from the

scientific community, work with innovative technologies in our specialised labs and

facilities, watch out of this world science demonstrations and participate in hands-on

workshops that will challenge and excite. Wednesday 7 July 2021 - Friday 9 July  8.30am-

4.00pm 

 

 

 

Sandra Vaina

Careers & Vocational Pathways Coordinator

Premiers’ Reading Challenge

We are excited to be participating in the Premiers’ Reading Challenge this year. The

challenge is a great way for students to set themselves a reading goal – and to see their

achievements over the year. 

All Year 7 and 8 students have been sent sign in details for the PRC website, where they

can:

earn badges as challenge milestones are achieved

Library News
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mark books as favourites, give them a star rating or complete a book review

We would love to see Year 9 and 10 students joining too – they can let us know they want

to join and we will send them details.

 

All students who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by

the Victorian Premier and former Premiers. We will also be awarding House points to

students who take part, as well as monthly prizes for individual readers and classes!

Students can see us in the library for help signing into the PRC website, or finding books

from the challenge list. 

 

Challenge books in the library (Follow Links)

Year 7 and 8

Year 9 and 10

Happy Reading!

Creative Writing Competition

The library’s writing competition closed early last week, and we were thrilled to see so

many entries. We were impressed by every single one. The judging panel is hard at work

determining who will receive prizes, and announcements will be made soon after the

break.

e-Platform 

 

Don’t forget we have a great range of audiobooks and ebooks for students to borrow over

the break. Go to http://viewbank.eplatform.co and use the MS Teams sign in.
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Launch- Amazing Race 🦾

This week during our Launch session, Stella took part in The Amazing Race. The

Amazing Race was a competition between small teams in our house. We had to work

together with our teammates to complete challenges in classrooms such as trivia and

Middle School News
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Pictionary, karaoke, finding the book title that matched the code that was given to us in

the library, as well as sporting activities outside including footy and basketball. Once we

completed our activity as a team, we got stamps which allowed us to move onto the next

challenge. Once teams completed all their challenges and ran to the oval, they were given

a time, and the team with the fastest time won. The Amazing Race allowed Stella students

in different year levels to form stronger relationships out of our regular Launch classroom

and learn more about each other’s strengths. Thank you to all of the teachers that helped

run Stella’s Amazing Race. 

Gabby, Stella

 

Check out some photos from the Amazing Race....

 

Schwarzkopf Hair Care & Colour Recycling Program

 

Hello Everyone,

 

These past few weeks the middle school leaders have been talking about the TerraCycle

program and have joined the Hair Care and Colour Recycling Program where we collect

types of hair care and hair colour packaging. We are championing sustainability and are

setting up a Viewbank College community collection hub. We are going to have

collection boxes inside the library where you can drop off your used hair care products

for recycling! We will only accept certain types and parts of the products. A list is

provided bellow.

- Clear PE gloves (these are found in most hair colour packs).

- Black gloves made from HEPE, latex or nitrile.

- All brands of empty hair shampoo and conditioner bottles, hair colour and gel jars, lids,

bottles, closures, tubes, pumps, caps and stirrers made from plastics and flexible or rigid

aluminium.
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Please note that you have to empty any excess material from the containers you are

recycling. The excess material must be emptied and disposed of in your general waste

bin. All hair dye bottles and tubs (both liquid and powder) must be tripled rinsed. All

hair dye tubes must have residual dye squeezed out.

 

If in doubt, please leave out!

Please start collecting over the Holiday break!

We look forward to seeing all your empty containers filling up our collection tubs in the

Library from the beginning of Term 3!

 

From Your Middle School Leaders
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Sport News

YEAR 11 PE

 

Yes folks, PE is more than just running around and playing games. As a part of our current

work in Unit 2, we are looking at domains of physical activity - where can we do activity?

A part of this is doing gardening at home, so our Year 11 class completed some gardening

around the Viewbank College yard. Spreading mulch, using tools and some light manual

labor.

 

Working up a sweat is more than just running after a ball!

Sport News
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Won a state title?  Even competed in something above and beyond normal club

competitions? WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT!  Email your child’s results

(and photos!) through to either Mr. Gazzola or Mr. Purcell and we will get

them in the newsletter.  Achievements should be shared!
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Mr Purcell & Mr Gazzola

Important Dates:

Vietnam Veterans Ceremony Greensborough:

Symphonic Bands and Vocal Soloist – Saturday 14th August 11am

 

Royal South Street Eisteddfod, Ballarat: 

Senior Strings - Saturday 28th August

Intermediate Concert Band – Tuesday 31st August

Symphonic Band - 

Junior Choir & Viewbank Voices – Tuesday 24th August 

 

Essentially Ellington:

Ellington Stage Band – Friday 23rd July  

 

VSMF Bands Festival Dates TBA

 

 

Mr Krieg and Ms Wellins

Music News
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The Art of Food …

Our Year 8 students have been Designing original Chocolate bar wrappers in

VisComm then had fun turning their inspired design into reality in Food class.

 This was a wonderful Collaboration across multiple learning areas. The students Loved

it…. 

 

See below for photos of the delicious and amazing work...

 

 

 

Ms Fisher, Mrs Robertson, Mrs Wolhuter-Cummins, Mr Azeez, Mrs Unkles

Food Technology News
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Study Hall (Homework Club)

Students - how would you like to have the

opportunity to discuss your learning or gain

support for completing your work in your

subjects?

All students are invited to attend the College

Library on Mondays 3.30pm - 4.30pm and

Thursdays, 3.30pm - 5.00pm to get learning

support and undertake independent or small

study group work.

The intention is for students to have access to

support from the range of teachers working in

Study Hall.

As well, the Study Hall time in the Library is a

place when you could make a time in advance

to meet with your teacher for tuition in a

particular subject.

As this is a new initiative for the College it is

hoped that all students who would appreciate a

space to undertake study or an opportunity to

receive support from teachers or peers will

attend - you will be made most welcome.

Study Hall teachers: Ms Dashwood, Ms Dey, Mr

Handford, Mr Morrison and Mr Papadakis

General College Information
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Lunchtime Activities - schedule

of events:

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.

Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to escalate and more

positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

2021 Lunchtime Activities Term
1 (1).docx - final .pdf
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts

allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount

against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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Community News

Banyule Youth Services

Regardless of restrictions,

Banyule Youth Services

continues to provide support

to young people,

families/carers and schools

via online and digital

platforms. We are committed

to maintaining connection

that enables us to find creative

ways to keep schools

informed and young people

supported. 

Banyule Youth Services offer

support for young people in

the following contexts; one-

to-one support, group

social/interest based

programs and school

workshops.

Banyule Youth Services prides

itself on using harm

minimization approaches that

seeks to build connection and

knowledge. 

School Workshops built

upon Harm Reduction

approaches.

As you would all know all of

Banyule Youth Services

workshops are completely

free and have been developed

in response to needs identified

by students and teachers. 

To find out more about

Banyule Youth Services please

visit:

www.banyuleyouth.com 

To express interest in booking

a free workshop please

complete the form here: 

https://s.surveyplanet.com/r

x_wPkvVv

 

E-cigarettes and vaping:

what you need to know

Vaping is becoming an

increasing concern for parents

and schools. Join us for a

free, online webinar on

Wednesday 30th June at 2pm

AEST. This webinar will

provide up-to date and

relevant information on the

research around vaping and

Community News
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trends in use among young

people. Information will be

provided on:  

Current research

findings on vaping

among youth.

Information about what

e-cigarettes and vaping

are and the effects of

their use.

Strategies for schools

and parents to prevent

vaping among youth.

This webinar will also include

time for a Q&A where you can

ask any questions you may

have on this topic.  

 

Follow this link to register:

https://positivechoices.org.a

u/parents/webinar-vaping 
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