28/11/2025, 12:30 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Read online: https://newsletters.naavi.com/i/pNa4gE5

Viewbank College

Issue 1 - 31 Jan 2020

Viewbank College Pledge At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day. We pledge
to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive, positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives
for equity. We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience,
gender, sexuality, ability, age, culture and religion.
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From the Principal Class

Welcome back

A very warm welcome to the 2020 school year.

I hope that you managed to have a relaxing break, despite the challenges of the bushfires
and novel caronavirus. Our thoughts are with any members of our community who have
been affected, either directly or indirectly, by either of these events. We would also like
to offer the support of our school counsellors for any students experiencing any
emotional distress.

Please continue to access Compass for regular updates.

What resonated with me at the peak of the bushfire threat was the way local
communities, and Australians in general, demonstrated their humanity, generosity and
care for others. These qualities are highly valued amongst the Viewbank community. Our
message to our students is to maintain positivity. We will work to build resilience in our
students to meet future global challenges and to feel empowered to do what they can to
build a brighter future.

For our new parents and students, it is wonderful to have you as members of our school
community and I am confident that the transition to the College will be a smooth one.
Our enrolment is currently at 1445 students, 27 of whom are International students.
Despite these large numbers, our first few days have gone very smoothly. I would like to

congratulate the students for their understanding and their adherence to the new Mobile
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Devices Policy. They have each received a new combination lock and locker to securely

store their devices during the school day. I believe that the removal of the distraction that

mobile devices will enhance time on task and student learning.

I wish all of our students a successful 2020, and hope that they embrace the opportunities

that life at Viewbank has to offer.

New and Returning Staff

New Staff:

Ross Pearson
Renea Betts
Olivia Stray
Adela Carson
Stephen Bland
Libby Whiting
Eryn Tyler
Jayne Krizek
Kallie Alviano
David Creed
Mary Lo

Damian Lyons

Maria Cogger

Returning Staff:

John Handford

Lisa Hazelwood

History/Humanities; Year 10 Wellbeing Leader
PE/Health; Year 8 Wellbeing Leader
Food Technology

Mathematics

Maths/Physics

Psychologist

Welfare/Counselling

Integration Aide

Integration Aide

Tech/Art Support

Instrumental Music - Violin and Viola

Maintenance

Food Technology Assistant

English/Humanities

Science lab Tech

College Council Elections

At this time of the year, we are required to call for nominations for places on College

Council. This is quite a commitment of time, but an invaluable experience and

opportunity to contribute to all aspects of the educational program at the College as well

as its governance.
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The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for College Council will take place on Wednesday
March 18th at 6.30pm. This is to celebrate the achievements of 2019 and to set our course
for 2020. However, before that date, the College needs to hold College Council elections
as there are councillors who will be completing their elected two-year cycle.
I encourage any members of the community to nominate. We need a committed and
energetic group of parents who wish to support the College and ensure that it continues

to be a place of educational excellence.

The College Councillors whose term is about to conclude are:
Parent Member:

Alexander Boughen

David Green

Amanda Hale

Rachel Kennedy

David Mackay

Chris Madden

Manjula Shaw

Student Member:
Z.oe Wakelin

Staff Member:

Jennifer Varrasso

Call for Nominations:
The College Council Election process began yesterday with the Notice of Election and
Call for Nominations for the period of March 2020 - March 2022. A Compass Newsfeed

was posted yesterday to all parents/guardians/students.
Attached below are the relevant documents, if you are interested, please complete the

relevant nomination form and return to Deanne Ioannidis at the College, no later than

4pm, Friday 14th February.
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Translations of these schedules in five community languages (Arabic, Dari, Traditional
and Simplified Chinese and Vietnamese) can be found in the School Policy and Advisory

Guide at: elections: translated documents and support materials.

In other news
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I would like to offer congratulations to Ryder Testolin of Year 9. Ryder competed over the
school holidays in the Australian Junior Chess Championships on the Gold Coast.

The competition was 9 days of intense games and Ryder played against competitors from
all over Australia and did Victoria proud!

He played in the U16 division and won the entire event for his age group. He now is the
2020 Australian Junior Chess Champion!

Ryder received 2 trophies - one being a perpetual where his name will be added to the list
of other winners from previous years.

This is an outstanding achievement. Congratulations, Ryder!

Parent Information Evening - Respectful Relationships Special
Guest Speaker - Tuesday 11th February at 7pm

We are lucky enough to have Maree Crabb speak to parents at the Viewbank College
Performing Arts Centre. The Friends of Health and Wellbeing would like to invite you to
attend this fantastic opportunity to get an insight into the online world which is so easy
for people to access.

Students at Viewbank College have expressed the massive impact on health and
wellbeing, sexual health and mental health that social media and pornography is having

and they have suggested that teachers and parents need to know!

If you think this isn’t relevant for your kids see the stat’s below!

Secure your free seat to this free Respectful Relationships Banyule Cluster community

event by booking at https://www.trybooking.com/BIBXN
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Gold Coin Donation for supper on arrival.

‘Pornography has become a parenting issue we can’t afford to ignore...

Over the past decade or so, pornography has become mainstream. For young people
growing up in this era of ever-new and accessible technology it is almost impossible to
avoid exposure to pornography. Consumption - particularly for young men - has become

normalised.

But porn is no longer the centrefold it used to be. Porn’s move from a brown paper bag
onto smart phones and personal laptop computers has been accompanied by a shift

towards more aggressive content.

While many young people express some awareness that porn is fantasy, they also
commonly convey the ways their sexual understandings and experiences are being
influenced by what they - or their partners or peers — observe in porn. Porn’s influence
has serious implications for young people’s capacity to develop a sexuality that is

respectful, safe, freely consenting and mutually pleasurable.

This session, led by Maree Crabbe, Director of the violence prevention project Reality &
Risk: Pornography, young people and sexuality, will explore:
e What do parents need to understand about pornography and its influence on
young people’s sexual understandings and expectations?
e How can parents support their children’s healthy social and sexual development in

an age of pornography?

Maree’s work on pornography, together with her colleague, David Corlett, includes
conducting over 140 interviews with young people, academics, professionals who work
with young people, and performers, producers, directors, executives and agents from the
pornography industry in Hungary and the US. Maree is Co-Producer and Co-Director of
the documentary films Love and Sex in an Age of Pornography, broadcast on SBS in
Australia and in 14 other countries, and The Porn Factor, broadcast on SBS. She is also
author of In The Picture — a whole school resource to assist secondary schools to address

the influence of explicit sexual imagery.

Maree has worked with young people - and on issues affecting young people - for 25
years. She has developed and delivered programs focusing on sexual violence prevention,

sexual diversity, pornography and the prevention of sexually transmissible infections.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf 7122



28/11/2025, 12:30 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Maree has been interviewed on television and radio, and her articles on young people,

sexuality and pornography have been published in online and print media.’

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements
and private property brought to the College

The Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for
students. Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident
insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for
injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any
other transport costs. It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into their
preferred options in this regard. The Department cannot provide advice to parents or

guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the

Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.

This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on
school premises. As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property
brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property,
students and staff should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly

valuable items to school.

Please note:

o Parents or guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are
responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students,
including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other
transport costs; and

e Parents or guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

Sharon Grimes, Principal
John Munro, Assistant Principal
Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal
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Important Dates:

College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular
basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au under the

News/Events tab and then by clicking the
Calendar/Term Dates link.

Monday 3rd February

House Swimming & Athletics Sign ups 12.20pm

(see Compass for further details)

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf

Tuesday 4th February

Year 11 - Get ready for VCE (Period 1 & 2)

Thursday 6th February

Friends of Music (FOM) Meeting 7.30pm

Friday 7th February

Year 11 BATYR Mental Health and Wellbeing
Program (Period 1 & 2)

Year 11 Connect Education Lecture (VCE
Study Skills) (Period 3 & 4)
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Monday 10th February

House Swimming Carnival (Boroondara)

Tuesday 11th February

Parent Information Evening - Guest Speaker:

Maree Crabb 7pm (Respectful Relations)

Wednesday 12th February

Production: Cast Auditions 3.30pm - 8.30pm
Year 7 Music Information Evening 7:30pm

(PAC)

Thursday 13th February

School Photo Day
Production: Call back and Dance Auditions

3.30pm - 8.30pm

Friday 14th February

Senior Round Robin

Monday 17th February

Leadership Camp (depart)
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Thursday 18th February

Leadership Camp (return)

Wednesday 19th February

Catch up Photo Day

Friday 21st February

Unit 3 Literature Hanging Rock excursion

Tuesday 25th February

Year 7 Welcome Evening (Performing Arts

Centre) 7pm

Thursday 27th February

Unit 3 Drama Excursion 6.30pm

Friday 28th February

District Swimming - Doncaster
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Year 10 Economics and Business

$20 Boss Program

What do you think a student from Year 10 would do with $20 - buy lunch from the
canteen?
Would you expect them to start a business?

Well, that’s exactly what enterprising students at Viewbank College are doing.

The Year 10 Economics & Business classes have joined the Foundation for Young
Australians $20 Boss initiative — an immersive learning program for building the critical

and creative thinking, teamwork and entrepreneurial skills of young people.

Students will be loaned $20 of real money as start-up capital to create, launch and operate
their own business over the course of the term. Students will be responsible for their
developing their own business idea, managing their venture and remaining financially

accountable. This is a genuine business proposition that comes with risk and uncertainty.

Business trading will take place during ‘Market Week’ in Week 8 (TBC), with the

businesses formulated by the students operating throughout during break times.

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf 11/22



28/11/2025, 12:30 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter
We invite the support of the College community in these endeavours and look forward to

showcasing our students’ projects and initiatives throughout the term.

If you're interested in finding out more, please visit

https://www.fya.org.au/programs/20boss/

Ms Anastasopoulos, Ms Ben & Ms Dashwood

Year 10 Economics & Business Teaching Team

Sport News -
House Swimming Carnival

Term 1 Sport Dates

Monday 3rd February House Swimming and Athletics Sign Ups
Monday 10th February House Swimming Carnival (Boroondara)
Friday 14th February Senior Round Robin

Friday 28th February District Swimming (Doncaster)

Tuesday 3rd March Year 7 Cricket

Wednesday 11th March House Athletics Carnival (Doncaster)
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Tuesday 17th March Year 7 Round Robin
Wednesday 25th March NMR Swimming (Watermarc)

House Swimming and Athletics Sign-ups

There will be a short meeting for students on Monday 3rd February for House Swimming
and Athletics sign-ups. The meetings will begin at 12.20pm. Further information

regarding where students are to go can be found in the Newsfeed on Compass.

House Swimming Sports - Monday 10th February

The College will conduct its annual House Swimming Carnival on Monday 10th
February at the Balwyn Pools (Boroondara Sports Complex, Belmore Road, Balwyn

North) commencing at approximately 10.00am.

The pool is an outdoor pool, so please ensure your child/children bring sunscreen and

other suitable sun protection, such as a hat, preferably in house colours, protective

clothing and plenty of fluids for the day.

All students are expected to attend the Carnival and be aware of the following
arrangements:

¢ Students will report to their Home Group at 9.00am, ready to leave by bus to

Balwyn by 9.15am.
o All students are encouraged to wear their House colours to support their House.

Balwyn Pool canteen will operate throughout the Carnival.

At the conclusion of the day, approximately 2.15pm, students will board the buses in their

Home Groups.

Programs for the day’s events will be available at the College Office late next week.
Additional programs will be available through House Coordinators.

Parents are most welcome to attend the Carnival.

Please be advised that no body paint is to be worn ~ this is the bus company directive

Mark Eagling

Director of Sport
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ADF News

ADF News

A very warm welcome back to all our ADF families and students, a special hello to our

new Year 7 students who are starting at Viewbank for the first time.

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. I have been working with ADF
students over the past 3 years and I am the ‘go to person’ if you have any concerns. Asin
previous years, I will be organising activities for students throughout the year and my
main focus in the coming weeks will be to ensure everyone has settled in to the routine of
school. Thope to be meeting with students in each Year Level by Week 4. T will
contribute to the newsletter periodically and provide information as it comes into to me
from various sources. For your information a reminder about the Defence Family
Helpline 1800 624 608, contact person is Mrs Aileen Kris. Email

Aileen.Kris@defence.gov.au

Wishing all Families the very best for 2020.

The Younger Heros

Please see below attached flyer

Michael Walton

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf 14/22


mailto:Aileen.Kris@defence.gov.au
https://media.naavi.com/macaroni/im-24621610-efce-42d3-8b40-389d41d8a4d7.pdf?deg=auto

28/11/2025, 12:30 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

Library News

Welcome from the library

A big welcome from the library to all new and returning students and staff.

We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer with plenty of recreational reading! If you
are looking for inspiration, we have set up a display of the library’s most borrowed books
from 2019. If you read something good over the summer, come in and tell us about it, or

add it to our Book Requests!
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Over the next few weeks we will be running library orientation sessions for Year 7

students - an overview of the library and its services is also included below.

Get involved

Opening Hours

The library is open before and after school, and during recess and lunchtime.
e Monday to Thursday 8.00am - 4.30pm*
e Friday 8.00am - 4pm

e Changes to hours due to events will be advertised.

Borrowing

Students can borrow up to 5 books. Books are loaned for three weeks but can be renewed

either at the library desk or online by signing into the Library webpage (Compass

username and password). Students can also reserve books and check their borrowing

history online.

The Collection

The Library has an excellent fiction collection catering mainly for teenagers - we
encourage students to recommend new titles and authors. We also have a graphic
fiction/manga and biography section.

Our non-fiction collection covers curriculum areas and recreational reading. We also

have a range of magazines and The Age and Herald Sun newspapers.

eResources

We provide access to a number of online resources, including:
¢ Gale In Context - reference materials

e Wheelers Audiobooks - a wide selection of fiction titles.
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A full list of eResources can be found on the Library webpage.

The library space

The library is available as a social and study space during recess and lunchtimes. The
space includes silent study rooms for VCE students, and a quiet reading zone.
There is a printer/photocopier in the library (sign in with Compass ID and password) -

ask us if you need help.

The Library Team (Chloe and Megan)
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Medical News

Hot Weather Precautions

Please remember to stay hydrated, drink lots of water and stay in the shade during the hot

weather.

Kylie White
First Aid Officer
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General College Information

Homework Clubs

English/Humanities - Wednesday 3.15pm -
5.00pm
Maths/Science - Thursday 3.15pm 5.00pm

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing
on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related
info with posts about relevant issues related to
young people and parenting as well as
upcoming events and programs.

If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf

events all parents are welcome to attend the
next Friends of Health and Wellbeing meeting
next Tuesday the 24th April.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into
Teens workshops to parents and we had 19
parents involved in this last year who all highly
rated the experience! Some quotes from
parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to
be more supportive and I was able to express
my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard
and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’
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‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)
shift could make such a positive impact’
‘Situations less prone to esculate and more
positive coversations with my teen which I
really enjoyed’.
‘T will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform
Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East
Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-
Ipm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of
your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.
9464 7555

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9.30-
2 pm.

We look forward to helping you get the correct
uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is run by Noone Imagewear (Stewarts of
Ivanhoe) and Is open every Wednesday
morning (during school terms) in R13. Hours :

8.15am - 9.00am
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Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and
Sell facebook page

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up
by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre
loved College uniform and books.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727
731118/ ?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment
Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)
These are items, activities or services that
Viewbank College deems essential to student
learning of the standard curriculum. They can
include additional materials for Arts, Science &
Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that
we strongly recommend families contribute to
however it is not compulsory to do so. The
College Magazine, camps, excursions and other
extra-curricular activities are included in this
category. Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with
the following contributions as together we can
make a difference to the programs, facilities,
and services provided at Viewbank College to
best support student learning. The amounts
allocated to these contributions within
Compass are recommendations by the College
Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount
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against these contributions. This option may be
particularly beneficial when choosing to
support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

Value Added Contribution

Community

Community News

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pNa4gE5/preview/pdf

Supports the provision of guest speakers and
presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;
homework club activities, peer support,
leadership and study skills programs; Compass
communication and learning resource platform;
additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.
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FREE STUDENT
EXCHANGE
INFORMATIONEVENING
IN MELBOURNEHear fron
returned students, find out
more about discounts and
scholarships available and as]

questions.

Thursday, 6th February -
7.00pmIbis Melbourne Hote
and Apartments15-21 Therry

Street, Melbourne

Visit
www.studentexchange.org.au
call 1300 135 331 for more

information

22/22


https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmanage.sendandreceive.com.au%2Fch%2F8216%2F2dmr269%2F2067020%2FewLoqcq99yR8NvXBlCaJT52lCKlbjAlsY2rs9y6R.html&data=02%7C01%7Cviewbank.co%40edumail.vic.gov.au%7Cc2065afadcd645644ede08d7a42ca9f1%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637158384086343895&sdata=5RVHEhV15e6%2FTCE1a0Cn4ZEoSPbBEC2UcXi0iX0Ev1g%3D&reserved=0

