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Viewbank College Pledge

At Viewbank College, we are committed to building respectful relationships every day.  

We pledge to continue to build a respectful environment that is inclusive,

positive, safe and caring, promotes empowerment and strives for equity.

We will honour the diversity of everyone within our community and embrace every background, experience, gender, sexuality,
ability, age, culture and religion.
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College Calendar

The College Calendar is updated on a regular basis and can be found on our website

www.viewbank.vic.edu.au  under the News/Events (at the bottom of the page) and then

by clicking the Calendar/Term Dates link.

 

 

Monday 8th February

House Swimming Carnival - Boroondara Sports Complex, Belmore Road, Balwyn

North

Wednesday 10th February

Year 7 Music Information Evening - Performing Arts Centre (PAC) 7.30pm

Thursday 11th February

School Photos

Monday 15th February

Year 11 Presentation Ball Information evening 7pm - Library

Friday 19th February

School Photos catch up day (8.30am - 10.00am)

Important Dates
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Senior Round Robin

Wednesday 24th February

Year 7 (2021) Parent Welcome evening 7pm

Friday 26th February

Year 11 & Year 12 Assembly (PAC)

 

 

 

2021 Term Dates

Term 1:  **Friday 29th January - Thursday 1st April (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 2: Monday 19th April - Friday 25th June (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 3: Monday 12th July - Friday 17th September (2.30pm dismissal)

Term 4: Monday 4th October - Thursday 16th December
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Dear Viewbank College Community,

 

Welcome to 2021! 

 

We have had a very smooth beginning to the school year and students have transitioned

well to new bell times, different classes and locker areas.

We certainly want to praise the vast majority of students who are getting to school/class

on time; engaging with their learning, wearing masks as asked and wearing the correct

uniform.

I spoke with students today at an assembly about the importance of empowerment –

about students taking responsibility for their effort, their behaviour and the choice they

make about being an active and positive member of the College 

We certainly want to praise the vast majority of students who are making great choices:

they are getting to school/class on time; engaging with their learning, wearing masks as

asked and wearing the correct uniform.

A small number of students still do not yet have this right.  As parents and guardians,

please support the College with having your student in the correct uniform and with

From the Principal Class
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getting students to the College on time for period one.

House System 

Our first period of Launch for the Middle School took place on Tuesday.  Feedback from

teachers and Heads of House was that the cross-age sessions were very successful.  We

look forward to building that connection between teachers and students, students and

students and their House identity.

The change to a 4 x 75 minute period daily timetable has taken staff and students a little

adjustment. The feedback from staff and students generally has been positive.  The change

in the overall timetable will allow for less distraction or interruption to classes, greater

time on task engaged in deeper learning. 

Students have been encouraged to bring water and a healthy snack to have between

periods 1 & 2, and they can visit the toilet during the changeover.

Whilst the ongoing challenges we face with Covid remain, we have very quickly

established a ‘business as usual’ approach, the emphasis being on classroom learning

routines and high expectations of all of our learners. 

Information about the House system and the House Leaders is on our website.  You will

be able to find out your student’s House and House contact. This information is also on

Compass.

Tutor Learning Initiative

The Department has allocated funding to allow us to establish the tutor learning initiative

at the College.  The funding is to support students whose learning was negatively

impacted during remote learning.  The College has identified students across all year

levels, using multiple forms of data (attendance, wellbeing and academic data). 

Letters have gone out to offer tutor support to our senior students.  This will take place at

different times during the day and after school, depending on the year level of the

student.  A schedule will become available for students soon.  The College has employed a

number of tutors to support students with ‘catch-up’. 

Students in the Middle School who have been identified as needing support will also

receive letters of offer in the next week.  These students will receive small group tutoring

in classes, with either literacy or numeracy.

We are committed to providing a program that will enable students to achieve the

learning growth they need. 

It is crucial that we have parent and guardian support in ensuring that students take

advantage of this program.  Non-attendance means that they may not achieve the ‘catch
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up’ needed to get their learning back on track. 

If your student has not been identified as needing additional support, they are very

welcome to attend our after school Study Hall (homework club) (which will be held each

Thursday afternoon from 3.20pm-5pm in the Library beginning next Thursday 11th

February) and seek assistance from their teachers.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Shandelle Feduniw (Literacy

Leader) or Sue Calder (Numeracy Leader) at the College.

2020 VCE Results

Our Year 12 cohort  performed admirably through a difficult year and we want to

congratulate them. 

The College median study score is 30.

15% of our students achieved 90+ scores

31% achieved 80+ scores 

We want to congratulate all of our students on completion this year.

 

Our College DUX is Sofia Gravier, with a score of 98.5.

Next was Lillian Brasch, who achieved a score of 98.3 and a perfect 50 study score for

Legal Studies.

Ai Wei Chia achieved a study score of 97.65.

We look forward to congratulating these students in an assembly later in the term.

Swimming Carnival

This Monday, February 8th, is our first major carnival event.  We are expecting student

attendance and as much participation as possible!  To continue to build that House pride

and identity, we encourage students to dress up in House colours and participate in

swimming and non-swimming events to gain House points.

Leadership Camp

Our Year 12 student leaders are currently enjoying their annual camp.  The change in

venue - Tidal River at Wilson’s Prom, has allowed our leaders to challenge themselves in a

variety of different ways.  We know they will return to school energised and with many

fantastic ideas to enact in their individual leadership roles.  Thanks to the Senior Team:

Ruth Perkins, Renea Betts and Ben Ponte for your work in organising and leading the

camp.
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Here’s an update from Billy Dyall (Hydra House Captain) 

 

Day 1 Leadership Camp

Today all the College Leaders assembled early in the morning to take part in the Wilson’s

Prom Leadership Camp with the aim to build a cohesive and effective team as we work

through 2021. 

We were all very excited and eager to find out what our activities this would entail whilst

camping in the National Park.

Leaving the College grounds on a bus at 8:30am, we began our Leadership Camp journey.

After some bus karaoke we arrived in the stunning Wilson’s Prom.

Here, we were informed about our very first activity.

3.5km later we found ourselves at the top of Mount Oberon. With some of us at different levels

our first challenge was working together in order to make sure we all made it there and back. 

After our hike, we travelled back to the campgrounds where we assembled and got to know

one another a bit better through some team building activities and talk. 

Our next challenge was setting up camp. Using our initiative we came together and

constructed a communal campground for inclusivity among ourselves. 

We organised our food supplies and were ready for our next adventure.

 

Events

In 2021, we look forward to being able to highlight the talents of our students by holding

our usual array of events such as music performances, the Production and the

Presentation Ball amongst others.

There are Covid restrictions still in place, but the intent is to work toward staging the full

range of extra-curricular opportunities within the COVIDSafe plan we have in place and

being responsive to any changing circumstances.

New and Returning Staff
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We welcome our new and returning staff to the College:

 

Tutor Program:

Di Allan

Jane Archer

Sue Ann Barber

Dion Coulson

Lily Fagioli

Karen Le Lievres

Emily Notley

David Reid

 

New Staff:

Caleb Azeez Visual Art

Dominic Bruno Middle School House Leader - Hydra

  Health/PE

Matthew Eardley Senior School House Leader - Terra

  Media/Literature/Humanities

Erin Gogerly Health/PE

Summer Guo International Student Coordinator

Lewis Hazelbank English/Philosophy

Jenita Jadeja Maths

Alma Kairouz Humanities

Nicholas Kelly English

Genelle Lentini Learning Specialist - Innovation and Partnerships

  Senior School House Leader - Ignis

Emilie Lim Science/Chemistry

Jackson Moloney Head of Middle School - Terra

Michiyo Naito Japanese

Hilda Ngo Maths/Science

Edward Nott Maths/Science

Alice Parsons English

Adriana Pavlidis Middle School House Leader - Terra

  Media & Humanities

Elena Reid Middle School House Leader - Stella

  Media & Humanities

Joanne Shiells English
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Irene Srbinovski Middle School Administration Office

Sandra Vaina Careers/Pathways

Alison Wilbraham Maths/Physics

College Council Elections

At this time of the year, we are required to call for nominations for places on College

Council.  This is quite a commitment of time, but an invaluable experience and

opportunity to contribute to all aspects of the educational program at the College as well

as its governance.

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) for College Council will take place on Wednesday

March 3rd at 6.30pm.  This is to celebrate the achievements of 2020 and to set our course

for 2021.  However, before that date, the College needs to hold College Council elections

as there are councillors who will be completing their elected two-year cycle.

I encourage any members of the community to nominate.  

We need a committed and energetic group of parents who wish to support the College

and ensure that it continues to be a place of educational excellence.

 

The College Councillors whose term is about to conclude are:

 

Parent Member: 

Lisa Stalder

 

Student Member:

Tristan Western

 

Call for Nominations:

The College Council Election process began yesterday with the Notice of Election and

Call for Nominations for the period of March 2021 - March 2023.  

A Compass Newsfeed was posted yesterday to all parents/guardians/students.

 

Attached below are the relevant documents, if you are interested, please complete the

relevant nomination form and return to Deanne Ioannidis   at the College, no later than

4pm, Friday 12th February, 2021.
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Translations of these schedules in five community languages (Arabic, Dari, Traditional

and Simplified Chinese and Vietnamese) can be found in the School Policy and Advisory

Guide at: elections: translated documents and support materials.

 

Student accident insurance, ambulance cover arrangements

and private property brought to the College

The Department does not provide personal accident insurance or ambulance cover for

students.  Parents and guardians of students, who do not have student accident

insurance/ambulance cover, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for

injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any

Notice of election and call for nominations.pdf

Self-nomination form for parent or community member
category.pdf

Nomination form for parent or community member category.pdf

Self-nomination form for student member category.pdf

Nomination form for student member category.pdf

School council elections – information for parents.pdf

Information for students seeking election to council.pdf

Information for parents of children seeking election to school
council.pdf

Nominating and voting others to the student member
category.pdf
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other transport costs. It is the responsibility of parents or guardians to look into their

preferred options in this regard.  The Department cannot provide advice to parents or

guardians on the purchase of individual student accident policy or ambulance cover.

 

Private property brought to school by students, staff or visitors is not insured and the

Department does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage.

 

This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting equipment and cars parked on

school premises.  As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property

brought to schools and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property,

students and staff should be discouraged from bringing any unnecessary or particularly

valuable items to school. 

 

Please note:

Parents or guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are

responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment for injured students,

including the cost of ambulance attendance or transport as well as any other

transport costs; and

Parents or guardians can purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.

We very much look forward to seeing you all in person during the year.

 

Kind Regards,

 

Principal Class Team          

Sharon Grimes, Principal

John Munro, Assistant Principal

Emma Ford, Assistant Principal

Rachael Smith, Assistant Principal

Darren Murray, Acting Assistant Principal
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Please see below Senior School Heads of House and House Leaders.

 

 

Senior  School Attendance and Administration Officer is Fleur Lidyard.

Fleur's contact details are:

email:    fleur.lidyard@education.vic.gov.au

Phone:  8458 2825

Senior School
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Please see below Middle School Heads of House and House Leaders

 

Middle School Attendance and Administration Officer is Irene Srbinovski.

Irene's contact details are:

email:    irene.srbinovski@education.vic.gov.au

Phone:  8458 2824

Middle School
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Term 1 Sport Dates

Date Event

Monday 8th February House Swimming Carnival

Friday 19th February Senior Round Robin

Friday 5th March Nillumbik/Banyule Division Swimming (Doncaster)

Thursday 18th March Year 7 Round Robin

Tuesday 23rd March House Athletics Carnival

Wednesday 24th March NMR Swimming (Watermarc)

House Swimming Sports - Monday 8th February

The College will conduct its annual House Swimming Carnival on Monday 8th

February at the Boroondara Sports Complex, Belmore Road, Balwyn North.

 

The pool is an outdoor pool, so please ensure your child/children bring sunscreen and

other suitable sun protection, such as a hat, preferably in house colours, protective

Sport News
House Swimming Carnival
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clothing and plenty of fluids for the day.

 

All students are expected to attend the Carnival and be aware of the following

arrangements:

Students will report to their Home Group at 9.00am, ready to leave by bus by

9.15am.

All students are encouraged to wear their House colours to support their House.

Boroondara Sports Complex canteen will operate throughout the Carnival.

 

At the conclusion of the day, approximately 2.15pm, students will board the buses in their

Home Groups.

 

Programs for the day’s events will be available at the College Office late next week.

Additional programs will be available through House Coordinators.

Parents are most welcome to attend the Carnival.

 

Please be advised that no body paint is to be worn ~ this is the bus company directive

 

Luke Gazzola & Ross Purcell​

Sport Managers
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Welcome from the library

A big welcome from the library to new and returning students. 

 

We hope everyone had an enjoyable summer with plenty of recreational reading!  

 

Over the next few weeks we will be running library orientation sessions for Year 7

students - an overview of the library and its services is also included below.

Get involved

Library News
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Opening Hours

The library is open before and after school, and during recess and lunchtime.

Monday to Thursday 8.00am – 4.30pm*

Friday  8.00am – 4pm

*There may be changes to hours due to meetings and events in the library.

Borrowing

Students can borrow up to 5 books. Books are loaned for three weeks but can be renewed

either at the library desk or online by signing into the Library webpage (Compass

username and password).  Students can also reserve books and check their borrowing

history online.

The Collection

The Library has an excellent fiction collection catering mainly for teenagers - we

encourage students to recommend new titles and authors. We also have a graphic

fiction/manga and biography section.

 

Our non-fiction collection covers curriculum areas and recreational reading.  We also

have a range of magazines and The Age and Herald Sun newspapers.

eResources

We provide access to a number of online resources, including:

Gale In Context - reference materials

Wheelers eplatform - a wide selection of fiction audio and ebooks.

Students can use their Microsoft Sign-in (Viewbank College email and Compass

password) to access these resources.
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The library space

The library is available as a social and study space during recess and lunchtimes. The

space includes silent study rooms for VCE students, and a quiet reading zone.

 

There is a printer/photocopier in the library (sign in with Compass ID and password) –

ask us if you need help.

 

The Library Team (Chloe and Megan)

Canteen Online Ordering

From next Wednesday, 10th February, students will be able to use the newly set up

Canteen Online Ordering system.  See below for further information.

The link to order is:

https://app.cashless.school/login

You will need to create an account and then add name/s in. 

 

Alan Tran

Canteen News
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Canteen Manager

Year 10 International student Emily Yang turned 16 years old on 2nd February.

The International Students group celebrated her birthday together at school.

Emily was quite happy to receive her birthday cake and card with good wishes from other

internationals students.

 

Summer Guo

International Student Coordinator

International Student News

28/11/2025, 11:52 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pN3GwoN/preview/pdf 19/25



Financial Assistance - Information for Parents

Every Victorian child should have access to the world of learning opportunities that

exist beyond the classroom. The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund helps ensure

that no student will miss out on the opportunity to join their classmates for

important, educational and fun activities. It is part of making Victoria the Education

State and the Government’s commitment to breaking the link between a student’s

background and their outcomes.

 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSIONS     

FUND (CSEF)

School camps provide children with inspiring experiences in the great outdoors.

Excursions encourage a deeper understanding of how the world works while sports teach

teamwork, discipline and leadership.  All are a part of a healthy curriculum.

CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible families to cover the

costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you

may be eligible for CSEF. A special consideration category also exists for asylum seeker

and refugee families. The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating

to camps, excursions or sporting activities for the benefit of your child.

 

The annual CSEF amount per student is:

$125 for primary school students

$225 for secondary school students

Camps, Schools and Excursion Fund
(CSEF)
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HOW TO APPLY

New applicants should contact the school office to   obtain a CSEF application form or

download from the website below. 

If you applied for CSEF at your child's school last year, you do not need to complete an

application form this year unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 

You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have

occurred:

new student enrolments; your child has started or changed schools this year.

changed family circumstances; such as a change of custody, change of name,

concession card number, or new siblings commencing this year.

MORE INFORMATION

For more information about CSEF visit:

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx

or check with the school office if you are unsure.

 

A friendly reminder that if you have credit left over from 2020 to please contact me when

you would like to use if for any outstanding fees.

 

Kind regards

 

Marnie Wadsworth

accounts@viewbank.vic.edu.au

28/11/2025, 11:52 Issue 1 PDF Export - iNewsletter

https://newsletters.naavi.com/issue/pN3GwoN/preview/pdf 21/25

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
mailto:accounts@viewbank.vic.edu.au


Study Hall (Homework Club)

Study Hall (Homework Club) will begin next

Thursday 11th February and will be held in the

Library every Thursday afternoon from 3.20pm

- 5pm

Viewbank Health and Wellbeing

on Facebook @vbcwellbeing

You can check out a range of Wellbeing related

info with posts about relevant issues related to

young people and parenting as well as

upcoming events and programs.

 If you are interested in being involved with

Health and Wellbeing related initiative and

events all parents are welcome to attend the

Friends of Health and Wellbeing meetings.

Please email Darren Murray for further

information.

We also strongly recommend the Tuning into

Teens workshops to parents and we had 19

parents involved in this last year who all highly

rated the experience! Some quotes from

parents

‘Harmony in our home! My partner was able to

be more supportive and I was able to express

my frustrations without retribution. I felt heard

General College Information
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and was able to listen to my child more

effectively’

‘It was difficult to imagine such a small (easy)

shift could make such a positive impact’

‘Situations less prone to escalate and more

positive conversations with my teen which I

really enjoyed’.

‘I will be spruiking this course to anyone who

will listen! Great program, glad I did it’.

Viewbank College Uniform

Suppliers

Noone Imagewear

is located at 283 Lower Heidelberg Road, East

Ivanhoe 9499 1439.

Opening hours Mon to Fri 9-5 pm and Sat 9-

1pm.

Buxwear Uniforms

Buxwear Uniforms are the new dual supplier of

your uniform.

Our shop is at 218 Settlement Rd. Thomastown.

Telephone: 9464 7555

 

Opening hours Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

and Saturday 9.00am - 2pm

 

Please note:  Due to current Covid-19

situation and to manage the number of people

in the shop - please call 9464 7555 to make an

appointment - if students require fitting of

winter uniform.

 

We look forward to helping you get the correct

uniform so your child can start school with

confidence.

Viewbank College Uniform Shop

Is not open due to current Covid-19 situation.

Viewbank College - Buy, Swap and

Sell facebook page 

There is a facebook page (see below link) set up

by parents where you can buy, swap and sell pre

loved College uniform and books.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/324586727

731118/?ref=share

Understanding Parent Payment

Categories

Essential Student Learning Items (Essentials)

These are items, activities or services that

Viewbank College deems essential to student

learning of the standard curriculum.  They can

include additional materials for Arts, Science &

Technology, online resources, College planner,

photocopying and whole school events.

 

Optional Items

These relate to important College activities that

we strongly recommend families contribute to

however it is not compulsory to do so.  The

College Magazine, camps, excursions and other

extra-curricular activities are included in this

category.  Students access these on a user-pays

basis.

 

Voluntary Contributions

The College Council seeks your support with

the following contributions as together we can

make a difference to the programs, facilities,

and services provided at Viewbank College to

best support student learning. The amounts
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allocated to these contributions within

Compass are recommendations by the College

Council to meet the budget requirements for

2019; however you may nominate any amount

against these contributions.  This option may be

particularly beneficial when choosing to

support the Building Fund, as any contribution

over $2 is tax deductible.

 

Value Added Contribution

Supports the provision of guest speakers and

presenters; cultural and lunchtime activities;

homework club activities, peer support,

leadership and study skills programs; Compass

communication and learning resource platform;

additional first aid materials and the

employment of a grounds/maintenance person.

Lost Property

A reminder to please ensure student's items are

labelled with their name so that lost property

items can be easily returned to students.

The General Office lost property cupboard is

filled with items that do not have names on

them and unfortunately we do not have the

space to keep them.  Unclaimed and unnamed

school items get donated to welfare and other

non school items get donated to a charity bin

after 2 weeks.
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